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Abstract  
This article focuses on the mission of Alexander Romieu, sent in 1805 by Napoleon to Persia 
with the aim to clarify the capabilities of this country in the context of the Indian expedition. 
Having overcome all the difficulties of travel, Romieu reached Teheran on September 24, 1805. 
He was warmly received by Fath-Ali Shah, but on October 12 of the same year he died. 
According to archival materials, he fell a victim to British conspiracy.  
An important document of Romieu’s mission is his letter addressed to Minister Talleyrand. This 
manuscript, kept in the archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affaires of France, consists of 2 parts: 
the first contains a full report of the talks held in Tehran, and the second deals directly with the 
information about Persia. Noting the exceptional weakness of the Persian army, Romieu 
presented Persia as an unreliable political and military partner. According to the French historian 
Lefebvre de Bekur (1839), Napoleon never received the letter about the mission of Romieu, 
which cost him his life.  
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