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Abstract 
This article covers the history of the Turkic and Mongol invasions to Georgia. The first Mongol 
invasion significantly weakened Georgia; the Georgian army was defeated by the forces of Jebe 
and Subadei. The Kipchak invasion that followed the Mongolian war, did not allow Georgia to 
recover before the Khwar zmian invasion. Among the most destructive were the invasions of 
Jelal ad-Din, whose Turkic warriors devastated the Georgian and Armenian lands.  Chormagan, 
having attacked the South Caucasus in the 30s of the  century, did not meet the resistance of 
single Georgia, but rather that of individual provincial rulers. Under these conditions, part of the 
Georgian didebulis and Armenian barons, in order to protect their possessions from the Mongols, 
cooperated with the latter. During the 30s and until the early 50s of the XIII c., the South 
Caucasus was under the actual control of the Mongolian noyons, which were respectively 
subordinate to Gyuk-khan and then to Batu-khan. With the proclamation of Hulagu khan and the 
formation of his ulus in the South Caucasus and in the Near East, the Georgian rulers actually 
entered into the tribute relations with him. Georgian kings were first approved in Tabriz, and then 
recognised as rulers in their lands. The Georgians were forced to supply the Mongols with 
auxiliary contingents during the wars against the Juchids and the Egyptian Mamluks. The 
Hulaguides often acted as arbitrators in the affairs of the throne succession and other conflicts 
within Georgia, although those conflicts could have been initiated by themselves. The rulers of 
Samtskhe and East Georgia were attuned for allied relations with the Mongols. The rulers of 
Western Georgia tried to distance themselves from the Hulaiguids. Relative freedom of this 
territory became possible due to the wars of the Hulaguids with other Chingizids and Mamelukes. 
Georgia’s independence and unification became possible only when the Hulaguids’s ulus got 
involved into the internecine struggle. 
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