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Abstract 
This article is an attempt to reconstruct the traditional religious system of the Hydatlyans, a sub-
ethnic groups of the Avars, based on their traditional calendar and family-household rituals, 
mythology, folklore, vocabulary and phraseology. The article also gives a brief historical outline 
of the formation of the Hydatlyans’ Union of Free Societies and the history of their Islamization. 
It particularly analyses how the local pre-Islamic beliefs, interwoven into Islamic outlook, have 
shaped a syncretic tradition, which elements can be observed on different levels in the so called 
folk or everyday Islam.   
 
Keywords: Dagestan, Avar-Hydatlyans, Folk Beliefs, Mythology, Folklore, Folk Pantheon, 
Demonology, Folk Islam 
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