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Abstract 
Most of the Iranian toponomastic databases and primary sources are published in Arabo-Persian 
script, which imposes considerable restrictions upon adequate rendering of the original forms 
reflecting predominantly the local dialectal realities. This and some other factors as a whole 
require a cautious approach to relevant publications produced in Iran. The author has tried to 
identify specific characteristics of the Iranian tradition of compiling toponomastic compendia.  
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