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SUMMARY
European Union as a normative foreign policy actor
By Narek S. Galstyan, PhD in Political Sciences, Associate Professor

Sometimes, the European Union is seen as a normative, rather than a rational international actor who seeks to

internationalize and export certain norms through the Europeanization. However, it is obvious that this method is

more efficient in the case of Member and candidate countries, but in the case of the partner countries, this method

has its limits and limitations. In addition, the emphasis on normative constitutes yet does not speak about the power

of the actor. This can be a result of internal limitations, relative weakness or the existence of more powerful

competitor foreign actors in the target regions.

From the four main types of the foreign policy (Normative, Status-quo, Imperial, Realpolitik) the EU is more in

line with the normative type. But we should not idealize or underestimate the normative force of the Union.

Moreover, this «rule-making» potential can sometimes serve to achieve more rational and pragmatic goals.



