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Astopedepar
AUCCEpTaLLK Ha COUCKaHKUeE YYeHOW CTeNeHN KaHAWAATA UCTOPUUECKUX HAYK NO CNELUAAbHOCTH
25.00.01 ''Teopus 1 UCTOPUA PEAUTUM (DEAUTMOBEAEHHE)' '
3awura coctoutes ...-ro pespansa 2018 r. B. ..., Ha 3acepaHUM cneLManM3MpoBaHHOro coseta BAK no
6orocnoeuto 068 npu EpeBaHCKOM rocyAapCTBEHHOM YHUBEpCUTETE
(Epeean 0025, A6oBsiHa 52, ETY, 6-0ii Kopnyc).

PoxpectBo u borosenenue Mucyca Xpucra sBasercs OAHUM M3 TOCMOACKMX NpPa3pHUKOB
ApmsaHckoi Anoctoabckol Ceatoit [paBocnaBHoW Lepkeu. B Aucceptauuu paccmatpuBaloTes
BeTX03aBeTHbIe NpopoyecTBa 0 npuwectBuu Meccun U HoBo3aBeTHoe CB. PoxaectBo, anokpudbl,
noBsectBytoLue 0 PoxxaectBe Xpucta, U anokpuduueckue nucaHusi. AHaAM3UPYETCA YTBEPXAEHUE
KaHoHa CB. PoxpectBa U BopoocBALLEHUA B apMAHCKOM KaAeHAApe W ero nocAeAyrollee pa3BuTHe.
OcBewwatotcs npasaHuk CB. PoxxaectBa U YuH Bopoocssaenus B TpebHuKax ApmsaHckoi Liepkeu. U3
NETOMUCHBIX UCTOYHUKOB B3AATbI YNIOMUHAHUA O npa3apHoBaHuK CB. PoxxaectBa uaM BopoocBAlLeHHs.
Moapo6HO paccmatpuBatoTca HapoAHble TpaauLmu Ce. PoxaecTea.

Pab6ota cocTout U3 BBEAEHHS, TPEX TAAB, 3aKAOUYEHUS, CTUCKOB UCNOAL30BaHHOW AMUTEPATYpbi
U COKpALLEHWUH.

MNepeas raaBa “PoxaectBo Xpucrta U borosiBAeHME KaK Hayan0 MECCHAHCKOIO CAY)XeHus”
nocesleHa TauHcTBy U uctopun PoxxpaectBa u borosisaenus Meccun B Betxom M HoBom 3aBertax, a
Takke B CeAweHHOM [pepaHun U B anokpuduueckux nucaHuax. B KauectBe NPOAONKEHUA W
pa3BuTUA TeMbl NpOaHaAM3UPOBaHO OTpaxeHWe TauHcTBa CB. PoxpectBa B OAHOM U3 BEAMKMX
TBOPEHWI CPEAHEBEKOBOW apMAHCKOM AuTepatypbl B noame “KHura CKOpOHbIX necHoneHui” u
TaroBoi (necHoneHHoW) Aupuke Hapekauu. Berxuit 3aBeT AaeT HaMeku Ha CAYXeHua Xpwucra:
PoxpecTtBo 1 flBreHUe, IAaBHasA LieAb, BpEMSA NPULLECTBUA, YYAOTBOPHOE PoXAeHHWe, a Takke YacTHble
cAyyau - Mecto PoxaectBa, NOKAOHEHME BOAXBOB, OerctBo cBATOro cemeictBa B Eruner,
u3bueHne MAapeHLEeB, MOAyYeHUe npo3Buwia HazapeTaHuH u T. A. BeTxo3aBeTHble npopouvecTsa,
BAOXHOBAEHHble CBATbIM AyxoMm, ucnonHstotca B Hosom 3aBete. B atom cmbicae Betxuit u HoBbii
3aBeTbl B3aMMHO AOMOAHSIKOT APYF Apyra, 06pa3ys 0AHO COBEPLIEHHOE LEAOE.

A M3yueHHs UcTopuKo-60rocroBCKOro acnekta PoxaectBa XpucTa 4pes3BblYaWHO BaXHbl
anokpuobl, He Boweplre B bubamio. B HUX He TOAbKO NOBTOPATCA COOLITMA, 3anuUcaHHble B
KaHOHWYeCKUX EBaHreAusix, HO Takke yNOMMHAIOTCA 3HAUMTEAbHble W AOMOAHUTEAbHbIE CBEAEHUA 00
Y)XXe W3BECTHbIX 3NU30AAX, HE BKAIOUEHHbIX B KAQHOHMUYECKHii TeKCT. UCKAtouMTeAbHbIE NOAPOOHOCTH
oTHocutenbHO PoxaectBa M borosBaeHuss umetorca M B CefweHHom [lpepaHun, Kotopble
OTCYTCTBYIOT B KAHOHMYECKUX UCTOYHUKAX. TakoBbl, HaNpUMep, NpepaHue 0 ABAeHUU Budneemckoii
3Be3Abl, ynomuHaHue o Canomee-noButyxe U T. A. BaxHoe 3HaueHWe umeloT aTHOrpaduueckue u
donbknopHble cBepeHus 06 WMoanHe Kpectutene M npaBepHom Cumeone bBoronpuumene, o
noBuBaAbHo# 6abke, nomoratowwern Mapuu, 06 0AHOM U3 BapuaHTOB ee UMeHHU (Ypymcuma), 0 xpame,
KaK mecte poxaeHusi Xpucra. lpumeuyateAbHbl YyNOMUHAHUA UCKOHHO apMAHCKMX MOTHMBOB, Kak,
Hanpumep, 06pa3 6epemeHHOI Mapuu, NPUCAOHEHHOM K XauKapy U T. A.

MoautBeHHuK Tpuropa Hapekauu “Knura ckopbGHbIX neHoneHuii”, ABASSICb CBOEO6pasHbiM
NOCPEAHUKOM MEXAY uenoBekoM W Borom, paet 6oratblii MaTepuan o TauHctee CB. PoxaectBa u
BorosiBAeHUsl. HecMOTpPA Ha T0, YTO HeAb3fl BbIAEAUTb KaKyl-AMO0 OTAEAbHYH) rAaBy, MOCBALLEHHYO
AQHHOMY Npa3sAHUKY, B HEM BCTpe4yaeTcd MHOXECTBO CBEAEHMIA 3K3ereTMueckoro M Mno3TMYeckoro
xapakrepa.

Bo BrOpO#i rAaBe “YrBepxpeHue kaHoHa CB. PoxaectBa u BopoOCBALEHUA B apMAHCKOM
KaneHAape (MCTOPMUECKMH OuepK)” paccmaTpuBalOTCA KaneHAApHble W3MEHEHUs KaHoHOB CB.
PoxpectBa U borosiBaeHus u BopoocsfiweHusi, HauuHaa ¢ IV B. A0 NOCAGAHEW peAaKUUH,
ocyLiecTBAeHHO# B 1774 r. CumeoHom EpeBaHuu. BeceneHckas LiepkoBb 3a Hayano A€TOMCUUCAEHUA
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npuHAAa Aaty poxaeHua Wucyca Xpucrta, KOTOpPYO HEKOTOpble LEPKBU NpaspHyloT 25-ro pekabps,
Apyrue - 6-ro sHBapA. CylwecTBylOT pa3Hble MOAXOAbI K 3TUM AaTam, KOTOPbie MCXOAAT U3 PasHbiX
TOueK oTcueta B onpepeneHuu pAHA PoxxpectBa Uucyca. CB. Poxxaectsy, kak [0CNOACKOMY Npa3aHUKY,
NPEeALIECTBYIOT MOCTHbIE AHM, Pa3rOBEHME M NPEANPAa3AHCTBO OTMEYAKTCA HaKaHyHe, BCEHOLHOe
6AeHHe coBepluaeTca HakaHyHe HOYbi0, MOMUHAHKE YCOMWMX - Ha CAEAYHOLUMIA AeHb. CB. PoXxaecTBo
1 borosBreHne npoponkaercs BoceMb AHeW. [loct PoxaectBa uau flBaeHus Xpucta sBAseTca
NOCAEAHUM NOCTOM apMSIHCKOTO LePKOBHOTO roAa. OH HauuHaetcs 30-ro Aekabps U 3aKaHuUMBaAETCS B
KakoW-AM60 AeHb nepep Yparaayiiy (CB. AuTyprus couyeabHuKa). MOMMMO POXAECTBEHCKOIO
NATUAHEBHOTO MoOCTa, cpeAM apmsaH Obln  pacnpocTpaHeH Takke [ATMAEGCATUAHEBHLIA noCT,
NpeALIecTBYHOLWUIA PoXpecTBy.

TpemA rAaBa HasbiBaetcd “YnomMMHaHMA W uuHbl PoxaectBa M BopoocBfiueHHs B
CPEAHEBEKOBLIX MCTOYHMKax”. B Hell npeacTaBaeHbl uMHbI npaspHoBavus CB. Poxaectsa,
BCTpevarowmecs B TpebHUKax. PaccmMoTpeHb! Takke ynoMUHaHuA o npa3aHuke CB. PoxaectBa U uuHe
BopoocBslLEHU B apMAHCKOW NMUCbMEHHOW Aetonucu. OCO6EHHO 3HAaMeHaTeAbHbl YyAECHble
NpoM1CLIECTBUA TOr0 BpemeHu. XapaktepHo, uto, cornacHo Aradanreny, B 303 r. Ha paccere 6-ro
AHBapA - B AeHb CB. PoxaectBa u boroseaenus - puropuii MpoceetuteAb B peke ApauaHu Kpectua
Tpaata Beavkoro u Becb ABOp, a B TeYEHUE CEMU AHEH — BOUCKO U HapoA. 310 06CTOATEALCTBO elle
pa3 MOATBEPKAAET, UT0 B APMEHUM YK€ BbINO NPUHATO NPOBOAMTL AAHHbIA NpaspHUK. CBeAeHUs
apMAHCKUX UCTOPUKOB U XpoHorpados V-XVIII BB. yaLie Bcero kacarotca Topxecrsa BopoocesieHus,
CBUAETEALCTBYA O €10 BaXXHOM POAU B 061L,ECTBEHHOM XXM3HH.

B nocneaHem naparpade TpeTbel rnaBbl paccMaTpMBaKOTCA HapOAHbIE TPAAULIMK U 06bluawm,
cBA3aHHble ¢ PoxaectBom 1 borosiBaeHHeM. CeMeiHO-ObITOBOM ONbIT apMAHCKOIO HapoAa BKAOUaeT
LeAYl) cucTeMy NpasAHUYHO-00PAAOBOM KYAbTYpbl OTHOCHTEAbHO PoxaectBa M borosBaeHus. B
npa3aHUK KAueBbIM siBAAeTCA borocayxenue. Bokpyr uepkoBHOW cayx6bl chopmyaMpoBanach
HapoAHas TPaAWUMA cCNpPaBAEHUA NPa3AHKUKA B CONPOBOXAEHMM 0COOLIX OAIOA, NECEH U Urp. YTBEpX-
AEHUEM COBETCKOTO MOAUTMYECKOTO pexxuma CB. POXAECTBO, HapAAY C APYTMMU Npa3AHUKaMK, YLIAO
U3 QaKTUBHOTO HApOAHOTO ObiTa M YacTMYHO OLINO BOCCTAHOBAEHO TOAbKO 3a MOCAEAHHME
HECKOAbKO AECATUAETUN.

GEVORG HRACHIK GHUSHCHYAN
THE FEAST OF NATIVITY OF THE LORD AND TEOPHANY IN ARMENIA
(from the historical-religious viewpoint)

Thesis for degree of candidate of historical sciences, specialty IE. 00.01-“ Theory and History of
Religion (Religious Studies)
SUMMARY

The feast of Nativity of the Lord and Theophany is one of the dominical feasts of the Armenian Holy
Apostolic and Orthodox Churches. The thesis presents prophesies of the Maaseiah’s Advent in the Old
Testament and the Nativity of the Lord in the New Testament, apocryphal stories referring to the
Nativity of the Lord. It analyses the Nativity of the Lord and gives the confirmation of the canon of The
Blessing of the Water in the Armenian Directorium and the further developments. The work presents
the sacrament of the Nativity and the Blessing of the Water described in the Armenian Book of Feasts.
There have been found the commemorations on the Nativity of the Lord or the Blessing of the Water
celebrations in the bibliographical sources. A detailed consideration has been given to the public
customs of the celebration of the Nativity.

The research consists of the Introduction, three Chapters, Conclusion, The List of Bibliography and
Acronyms.

Chapter one, titled as “ 7he Nativity of Lord and Theophany as the Start of Maaseiaic Government’,
is devoted to the sacrament and history of Masaseiah’s Birth and Epiphany both in the Old and New

28



Testaments, as well as in the Holy Legend and apocryphal writings. As the continuation and
development of the theme a due analysis has been given to the elicitation of the sacrament of the
Nativity of the Lord in the poem of “The Book of Lamentations” by Grigor Narekatzi, which is
considered to be the masterpiece of the Armenian bibliography, and other poems by the same author.
The Old Testament hints on the Christ's Governments, such as the Nativity of the Lord and the
Theophany, the main Aim and the time of the Coming to the Temple after Forty Days, the Preparations
of the Coming, the holy Birth, as well as other particular cases such as The Place of The Birth, the
Worship by the Priests, the Escape of the Holy Family to Egypt, the Slaughter of the children, how He
was called Nazarene and so on. The things that were prophesied in the Old Testament by the Holy
Spirit, found their fulfillment in the New Testament. From this point of view the Old and New
Testaments are in harmony with each other and both comprise a complete entity.

Some unique apocryphal stories that are missing from the Bible are of great importance for the
investigation of the Birth of Christ from the historic-theological viewpoints. They do not only represent
the events that already exist in the canonic Gospels, but also show very interesting additional details
referring to the mentioned events that the canonic sources do not contain.

Unique details on the Nativity and Theophany that are absent form the canonic sources can be
found in the Holy Legend. They are the legend of the Star shining in the Heaven of Bethlehem, the
commemoration of the midwife Salomeh and so on. The commemorations found in the ethnographical
and mythological sources are of great importance, such as commemorations about John the Baptist
and Simeon the God-receiver (Tseruni), who is the Jesus’ God-Father, about the midwife who helped
Mary to give birth and around the name of this woman which is Hooroomsima (one of the versions of
her name), about the Temple as the birthplace of Jesus. The particular Armenian motives, such as how
Mary is leaning against the Khachkar/Cross stone waiting for the birth and others mentioned in
Avetises/good news are of great significance.

The pray-book of “The Book of Lamentations” by Grigor Narekatzi being a specific example of
bridge between God and Man provides rich material on the Sacrament of Nativity and Theophany.
Though it is difficult to separate a chapter devoted solely to the feast, there are a lot of parts of
interpretive and poetic character referring to the matter that are dispersed through the masterpiece.

The second chapter is titled “7he establishment of the canon of the Nativity of the Lord and
Theophany in the Armenian Directorium (Historical Review)' discusses the developments of the Holy
Birth, Theophany and Blessing of the Water calendar canons starting from the IV ¢ to the last
Directorium that was edited by Simeon Yerevantsi in 1774. The General Church has established the
date of the Holy Birth of Christ that according to some Churches is the 25 December and to the others
it is 6 January. The different dates of the Holy Birth are due to the fact that the Churches took different
starting points in their reckoning.

As Tabernacle feast the following celebrations precede the Nativity of the Lord which are the Fasting,
Navagatic/Consecration and Nakhatonak (i.e. before the feast), Guarding/ the Eve of Nativity
Merelotz/ Paying visit to the tombs of the dead. The Nativity and the Theophany are celebrated for
eight days. The fast of the Nativity of the Lord or the Epiphany is the last fasting of the church year. It
starts on 30 December and finishes on any day before Jragalooytz/Lucermarium. Apart from the five-
day fast of the Nativity there existed the Hisnagats Pahg/Quinquagesima or Advent in the Armenian
Church that preceded the Nativity.

The third chapter has the title of “7he Commemorations and the Feasts of the Nativity and
Theophany in the Medieval Sources” It presents the feasts of the Nativity given in the Book of Rituals.
It also presents the commemorations on the Nativity of the Lord and the Theophany given in the
Armenian bibliography. The miraculous events happening at that time are especially of great interest.
It is interesting to observe that according to Agathangeghos on the day Of the Nativity of the Lord and
Theophany, in the moming of 6 January, 303, Grogor Loussavorich/Gregory the llluminator was
baptizing the King Tigran the Great and the Court in the river of Aratsani as well as the solders and the
people during the following seven days. The mentiond event shows once more that the Feast had
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already been adopted and celebrated in Armenia. The V-XVIII cc works of Armenian historians and
contemporaries present the commemorations mainly concerning the feast of Blessing of the Water,
emphasizing its significance and role in the social life.

The last subchapter of the third chapter reflects the public customs interwoven with the feast of the
Nativity of the Lord and The Theophany. The system of the Church rituals and national customs on the
feast of the Nativity of the Lord and Theophany constituted a special part of the social life of the
Armenian people. The core of the feast was the Devine Liturgy. The Armenian people have formed their
own national customs and traditions together with the Church serices that are expressed in
celebrations with special dishes, songs and games. The celebration of the Nativity, parallel with other
feasts, stopped existing in the peoples’ lives with the establishment of the soviet regime, but it started
partially to revive only during the last decades.
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