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A LETTER THAT IS STILL RELEVANT

The priorities and the foreign and internal politics of Armenia, efforts made
for defending national interests and the place of the Armenian nation in the world
have been greatly determined by certain events — both victorious and tragic,
throughout the history of Armenian people. The atrocities committed against Arme-
nians at the turn of the twentieth century, which determined in many ways the future
of the Armenian nation, have still essential implications not only for the Armenian
people in terms of restoring justice, but also for the entire humanity in terms of pre-
venting future genocides, preservation of human rights and sustainable peace build-
ing.

The Armenian Genocide has been referred to as the "archetype of modern
genocide” by the international genocide scholars'. Had the Armenian genocide re-
ceived proper attention by the international community, had the perpetrators been
properly punished for the crimes against humanity for which they had been accused,
many would argue that the Holocaust most probably wouldn’t have occurred. After
all, the chief perpetrator of the Holocaust would take on to his horrifying plan of
extermination of Jewish race saying: "Wer redet heute noch von der Vernichtung
der Armenier? °" In order to prevent future genocides, in order to contribute to
long-term peaceful side by side co-existence of groups of different national, ethni-
cal, racial or religious backgrounds it should become the responsibility of every-
body to struggle against the genocide denial and to alarm any possibility of ethnic
hatred, stereotyping, pogroms especially in conditions of war, which are very con-
ducive for genocides.

We found very appropriate to address the issue in the Bulletin with republica-
tion of a letter, which was first published twenty years ago, in 1990 in the New York
Review of Books (Volume 37, Number 14). This was an alarm expressed to the So-
viet authorities about increasing ethnic hatred against the Armenians and deporta-
tions and pogroms of Armenians living in Azerbaijan and in Nagorno-Karabakh in
1988-90s. The authors of this petition, mostly known sociologists and philosophers,
were courageous enough to explicitly refer to the Armenian genocide which is still
not commonly acknowledged and, moreover, has been denied by certain countries
for many decades. This letter serves as a good example of showing how sociologists
along with their role of impartially studying and explaining social realities should
become more committed to alarming and preventing injustice and to making this
world a better place for all humanity.

VAHE SAHAKYAN

! See Smith, Roger W. "The Politics of Genocide and the Turkey-Armenia Protocols." Oc-
tober 21, 2009. Source:

http://www.genocidescholars.org/images/Politics_of Genocide and the protocols.pdf

2 "Who, after all, talks nowadays of the annihilation of the Armenians?" Hitler’s words
quoted in Ronnie S. Landau, The Nazi Holocaust. Chicago, IL: Ivan R. Dee, 1994, p. 15. For an
intensive research on Hitler’s statement see Bardakjian, Kevork. Hitler and the Armenian
Genocide. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Zoryan Institute, 1985.
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AN OPEN LETTER ON ANTI-ARMENIAN POGROMS IN THE SOVIET UNION®

(This is a joint initiative of the Helsinki Treaty Watchdog Committee of France and
intellectuals from the College International de Philosophie, Paris.)

An era which we all thought had ended, the era of pogroms, has resurfaced. Once
again this year, the Armenian community of Azerbaijan has been the victim of atrocious
and intolerable premeditated massacres.

As scholars, writers, scientists, political leaders and artists we wish, first of all, to
express our profound indignation over such barbaric acts, which we wanted to believe
belonged to humanity's past.

We intend this statement as more than an after-the-fact condemnation. We want to
alert international public opinion to the continuing danger that racism represents to the
future of humanity. It forebodes ill that we are experiencing the same powerlessness when
faced with such flagrant violations of human rights a half century after the genocide of the
Jewish people in Nazi concentration camps and forty years after the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights. It would be inexcusable if, because of our silence now, we contributed
to the suffering of new victims.

The situation of Armenians in the Caucasus is, in fact, too serious for us to remain
silent. There are moments when we must assume the moral obligation to assist a people in
peril. Our sense of obligation leads us today to appeal to the international community and
to public opinion.

More than two years ago, active persecution against Armenians began in Azerbaijan.
The pogroms of Sumgait in February, 1988 were followed by massacres in Kirovapat and
Baku in November 1988. As recently as January 1990, the pogroms continued in Baku
and other parts of Azerbaijan. The mere fact that these pogroms were repeated and the fact
that they followed the same pattern lead us to think that these tragic events are not acci-
dents or spontaneous outbursts.

Rather, we are compelled to recognize that crimes against the Armenian minority
have become consistent practice—if not official policy—in Soviet Azerbaijan. According
to the late Andrei Sakharov (New York Times, November 26, 1988), these pogroms con-
stitute "a real threat of extermination" to the indigenous Armenian community in Azerbai-
jan and in the autonomous region of Mountainous Karabagh, whose inhabitants are 80
percent Armenian.

Horror has not limits, especially when we remember that the threat is against Arme-
nian people who in 1915 paid dearly for their right to be different in the Ottoman Empire.
There, Armenians lost half their population to genocide, the worst consequence of racism.
Furthermore, if the recent pogroms have revived nightmares of extermination not yet
overcome, the current total blockade of Armenia and Mountainous Karabagh and 85 per-
cent of those into Armenia pass through Azerbaijan; it would not be an exaggeration to
maintain that such a blockade amounts to the strangulation of Armenia. In a land devas-
tated by the earthquake of December 7, 1988, the blockade has paralyzed the economy and
dealt a mortal blow to the reconstruction efforts.

It is our sincere hope that perestroika will succeed. But we also hope for the success
of glasnost and democratization. We recognize that the passage from a totalitarian state to

3 See the original publication here: http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/1990/sep/27/an-
open-letter-on-anti-armenian-pogroms-in-the-sov/

88


http://:@www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/1990/sep/27/an-open-letter-on-anti-armenian-pogroms-in-the-sov/

a rule of law can not be achieved overnight. It is nonetheless necessary that in the process
of transition, the government of the Soviet Union promote, legalize and institutionalize
such critical forces for democracy as human rights, the principle of toleration, and democ-
ratic movements. There is no better defense and demonstration of democracy. At any rate,
that is the only way to avoid the worst. In the case of a multinational state, the worst may
mean threats to the right of a people or a minority to exist. It is during periods of transition
and uncertainty that rights of peoples—today Armenians, tomorrow another people or
minority—are threatened or denied. In this respect, the ease with which we see today the
development in the USSR of racist movements, especially the anti-Semitic movement
know as Pamyat, is for us cause for grave concern.

In the name of our duty of vigilance, we demand that Soviet authorities as well as
the international community condemn unequivocally these anti-Armenian pogroms and
that they denounce especially the racist ideology which has been used by the perpetrators
of these crimes as justification.

We ask from the Soviet authorities and the international community that all neces-
sary measures be taken immediately to ensure the protection and security of Armenians in
the Caucasus and other parts of the Soviet Union. This can begin by bringing about a de-
finitive lifting of the Azerbaijani blockade.

It should be clear that the forceful deportation of Armenians is not the solution to the
problem of Mountainous Karabagh which, in essence, is a problem of human rights.

Because the genocide of 1915 began with pogroms and massive deportations, and
because that painful memory still endures, Armenia lives today in anguish and despair.

It is in such circumstances that the international community of states under the rule of
law must prove the authenticity of its commitment to human rights in order to ensure that,
due to indifference and silence bordering on complicity, a second genocide does not occur.

David Aaron (Trustee, International League for Human Rights)

Sir Isaiah Berlin (All Souls College, Oxford)

William M. Chace (President of Wesleyan University)

Jacques Derrida (Philosophy, Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes, Paris)

Luc Ferry (Philosophy, University of Rennes)

Alain Finkelkraut (Philosophy, Paris)

Hans-Georg Gadamer (Philosophy, University of Heidelberg)

André Glucksmann (Philosophy, Paris)

Vartan Gregorian (History, Brown University)

Jirgen Habermas (Philosophy, University of Frankfurt)

Agnes Heller (Philosophy, The New School for Social Research)

Benjamin L. Hooks (Executive Director, NAACP)

Leszek Kolakowski (Philosophy, All Souls College, Oxford)

Emmanuel Levinas (Philosophy, University of Paris IV, Sorbonne)

Adrian Lyttelton (History, Johns Hopkins Center for International Studies)

Jacques Poulain (Philosophy, University of Paris VIII)

Hilary Putnam (Boston)

Paul Ricoeur (Philosophy, University of Paris/Nanterre)

Richard Rorty (Philosophy, University of North Carolina)

Jerome J. Shestack (Chairman, International League for Human Rights)

Charles Taylor (Philosophy & Political Science, McGill University, Montreal)

Reiner Wiehl (Philosophy, University of Heidelberg)
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Reginald E. Zelnick (Professor of History, University of California at Berkeley),and
110 others
The New York Review of Books, Volume 37, Number 14 SEPTEMBER 27, 1990

JdUlt6 UURUY3UL - Lwdwly, npp sh Ynpngnby hp wpdbpp - 3wy dnnndpnh
wwuwninipjwlb d6p wbn qunwdéd hwnpwlwyGtpb nu nnpGpgwywb totipp dhag
wydd ywjiwbwynpnid G0 Iwjwuwnwbh b hwy dnnndpnh wpwunwphG L Gepphb
pwnwpwlywlnipjntlp, wnwelwhbppnipjntbGGtpp, wqquwjhb 2whbph wwwn-
wwlnipjw0lb ninnywé pwlpbinb nu hwy dnnndpnh wnbnG wpfuwnhnid: Lw-
funpn nwpnud nbnh nLbbgwé ndpwagnpénipynbbtipp, npnbp wwydwbwynnb-
ghl hwjng wwuwnintpjwl hGwnwaqw plpwgpp, wjuop k| ny Shwyb s&0 Ynpgpk
hptiGg wpnhwywbnigjnilp, wjl wrwelwhbipg fulnhpGtphg GG ng Ghw)b hwy
dnnnynnh® wpnwnpnipjntbp JbpwywGqlbbint b wwwquynid Gowb ndhpGGp
Ywafubn, wjGwbu £ wdpnng pwnwpwyhpp dwpnynipjwl™ dwpnne hpw-
yneOpGtiph wwnwwlnipjwl b uwnwnnepjwl wwywhnydwb nunnnipjwdp:

Ujuon E, dnwn dbY nwp whg, fuhun wpnhwywb £ 3wyng gbnwuwwnt-
pjwl thwuwnh Swlwsdwl whhpwdtunnipjwb hwpgl wfuwphp twppbip wb-
inipjntGOtph L hwwnywwbu Bnipphwih Ynndhg: unphpnwihG Uhnipjw(
thintgiwdp hwy dnnnynipnp Lu dh nwdwb thnpdnipynith wwnkg, wjb £ nw-
pwpwnjwl hwywdwpunipjwl 06y plGngpyybip, nph pGpwgpnid Unpptiswh
Swlpwwbinnep)nilned uywbytighb L hptiGg wnGkphg pytighl hwpyniphwgqu-
nwdnp hwjtip: 3wy dnnnynnh hwdwp Gufunpn nwpwuygeh b nwpwdtipgh
wyn Gpynt hpwnwpdnepyntGGbpp Yupsébu pb pwpnibwynepynib inwb” Lu a6y
whquwy Jywybiind wyb dwupl, np 1915 p. 3wyng ghinwuwwbnipjwl hwdiwy-
fuwphwyht swlOwsndb nt nwunwwwpunndp hwdwdwpnyuwihG fulnpp £ L
wbhpwdtiunnipyntG:

Swlnbuh wju hwdwpnd Gywwnwywhwpdwp gunwlp Ybpwhpwnwnw-
yGnt ph pwg Gwdwy, npp nyu £ wbubp ninhn 20 nwph wnwe™ 1990 p, The
New York Review of Books wuibkphlyjwl wduwgpnid (An Open Letter on Anti-
Armenian Pogroms in the Soviet Union, The New York Review of Books, Vol-
ume 37, Number 27): Lwiwyh htinhGwybtpb G4 hwpjniphg wydbh wfuwn-
hwhnswy ghnlwlwhGbp L dunnwynpwywbtn, npnGghg G0 Ywyhn Uwnndp,
Utp huwjw Ptin hGp, dwy YWphnwa, 3wlu-36npg Qwnuwdtipp, 3nipgbb Iw-
ptipdwup L wyp, npnGp pwnwpwyhpp dwpnynipjwlbp Yns G0 wlned swlwsk
Swyng ghinwuwwlnipnilp, Ywhfut] hwitph ynnnpwéb Unppbipwlnid L hb-
tmwinwn |h0bp wfuwphnd dwpnne phpwynclplbph L wqwuwnep)nlGGtiph
ww2nwwbnipjwlp: Lwiwyp fupun wpnhwywa £ Gwb wyuon, Gpp dhowggw-
Jh0 pwnwpwywbnipjwh opwywngnid npwé t 3wjng ghinwuwwbnipjwl Gw-
Gwsdwl hwpgp, nwpwpwnwl hwywdwpunnipywb Ywpquynpnedld ne hwy-
pnippwlwl  hwpwpbpnep)niGlbph Jbpuudwb  wwjdwlwynpgwénipnilp
dwiwbwlwyhg @nipphwih Ynnihg hwjng ginwuwwlnipjwl thwuwinh Sw-
Guisdwb Yuwpnnnipjwip L ywwnpwunwlwdnipjwdp:

BAT'E CAAKSH - IHucemo, ne ympamuswiee ceoezo 3navenus. — Ha
MIPOTSDKEHUH CBOCH JTOJITOM MCTOPUH apMSTHCKUI HapoJ M3BEAa IOOEIbl U TpareIuu, a
B Havasie XX Beka nepexun renouua B Ocmanckoit Typuuu. Konen XX Beka o3Hame-
HOBAJICSI €r0 HEJIETKOW OO0phOOH 3a HE3aBHCHUMYIO TOCYIApPCTBEHHOCTH, PE3YyIETATOM
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yero sBuwics KapaOaxckuii KOH(IMKT, pe3Hs W W3THaHMe U3 AszepOaiipkaHa coTeH
TBICSIY apMSTH.

CeroaHs mporecc NMpU3HaHUS MHUPOBBIM coobmiecTBoM ['eHonmma apMsiH — He-
00XO0AMMBIN KOMIIOHEHT YCHWJIMH 110 3alUTe IIPaB YeI0BEKa, B TOM YHUCIIE IIpaBa Hapo-
JIOB Ha CaMOOINPE/ICICHNE, JIEMEHT OOpHObI 32 MUpP M HEAOMYIIEHHE MAacCOBBIX Ha-
PYLICHUI TIpaB YeJIoBEKa, B TOM YMCIIE TEHOLUIOB.

B 3TOM cMBICIIE Ba)KHBIM M CUMBOJHMYHBIM IIPEICTABIISICTCSI OTKPHITOE IHCHEMO,
omybnukoBannoe 20 ser Hazax, B 1990 romy, B CIHA (An Open Letter on Anti-
Armenian Pogroms in the Soviet Union, The New York Review of Books, Volume
37, Number 27), B KoTOpOM OoJiee cTa yu4eHbIX C MUPOBBIM MMeHeM — [laBua Aapos,
cap Hcaiis bepnun, Xax [depuna, ['anc-I'eopr I'anamep, FOpren Xabepmac u npyrue
— o0parmaroTcst K MUPOBOMY COOOLIECTBY C HPU3BIBOM IPEAOTBPATHThH MOIPOMBI CO-
TEH ThICSIY apMsiH B AzepOaiipkane. B muceme roBoputcst, yto otpunanue Typuueit n
psamoM npyrux crpaH ['eHonnaa apMsiH SIBISIeTCS MPUYMHOM MHOTHX MOJOOHBIX Tpa-
refuii B COBPEMEHHOM MHUpPE U NPEMATCTBYET TIyMaHHU3alUM YEIOBEYECKOTO
coobmiectBa. B cBOEeM OTKpBHITOM NHChbME y4YEHbIE NPHU3BIBAIOT NMpHU3HATH [ eHoump
apmsiH B Ocmanckoit Typuun n coBpemeHHOM A3sepOaiipkane, 4TOObI HE JOMYCTUTH
MoJ00HBIE Tpareauy B OyAyIIeM M CIIOCOOCTBOBATH 3alUTE IpaB U cBOOO] YemoBeKa
BO BCEM MHDE.
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	AN OPEN LETTER ON ANTI-ARMENIAN POGROMS IN THE SOVIET UNION
	В этом смысле важным и символичным представляется открытое письмо, опубликованное 20 лет назад, в 1990 году, в США (An Open Letter on Anti-Armenian Pogroms in the Soviet Union, The New York Review of Books, Volume 37, Number 27), в котором более ста ученых с мировым именем – Давид Аарон, сэр Исайя Берлин, Жак Дерида, Ганс-Георг Гадамер, Юрген Хабермас и другие – обращаются к мировому сообществу с призывом предотвратить погромы сотен тысяч армян в Азербайджане. В письме говорится, что отрицание Турцией и рядом других стран Геноцида армян является причиной многих подобных трагедий в современном мире и препятствует гуманизации человеческого сообщества. В своем открытом письме ученые призывают признать Геноцид армян в Османской Турции и современном Азербайджане, чтобы не допустить подобные трагедии в будущем и способствовать защите прав и свобод человека во всем мире.




