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Ikilikyan Sona”

ARAB-IRANIAN RELATIONS IN THE CONTEXT OF THE
PERSIAN GULF NAMING DISPUTE

Keywords: Arab-lranian relations, geopolitical rivalry, Arab-Islamic
expansion, Persian Gulf; Arabian Gulf, naming dispute, Gulf States, Gulf
Cooperation Council

The body of water between Iran and the Arabian Peninsula, which is
historically known as the “Persian Gulf”, has an area of 240,000 square
kilometers (92,500 square miles) and extends for 984 kilometers (615
miles) from the mouth of the Shatt al Arab River in the northwest to the
Strait of Hormuz in the southeast. In classical geographies this projection of
water is known as Sinus Persicus’.

No written deed has remained since the era before the Pars Empire
but in the oral history and culture the Iranians have called the southern
waters: Jam Sea, Iran Sea, Pars Sea. Greek geographers Strabo and
Ptolemy utilized the expression Sinus Persicus to specify the body of water
between the Arabian Peninsula and the Iranian Plateaus. From among the
writings of others in the same period, there is the inscription and engraving
of Darioush the Great, installed at junction of waters of Arabian Gulf (the
Red Sea), Nile river and Rome river (current Mediterranean) which belongs
to the 5™ century BC where, Darioush, the king of Pars Empire has named
the Persian Gulf Water Channel Pars Sea. Also a map has remained from
Herodotus, the great historian of Greece (425-484 B.C.) which introduces
the Red Sea as the Arabian Gulf. However, in more than 30 geographical,

*Ph.D. Applicant, Southern Federal University, E-mail: sonaik82@mail.ru

! United Nations Working Paper Group of Experts On Geographical Names, “Historical,
Geographical and Legal Validity of the Name: Persian Gulf”
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/gegn23wp61.pdf (accessed November 29, 2018).
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historical and literary books the Muslims and Arab scientists have
described the Persian Gulf.?

The principal geopolitical characteristics that have distinguished the
Persian Gulf as an especial region are: the particular geographical position
of the Persian Gulf region; the huge fossil energy resources; and the
geostrategic ambitions of the major powers of the world.

The Persian Gulf sometimes was wrongly considered as a subfield of
so called Middle East. Nations in this region are very different in cultural,
political, economical and religious aspects.®

The geopolitical significance of the Persian Gulf may be measured
by the fact that it is situated at the cross-roads between the East and the
West, to wit, in the area where Europe, Africa and Asia meet, which
denotes that the region is directly affected by events in those continents.

From the geostrategic perspective the Persian Gulf is also significant,
as it has been an important military pathway to access other regions. These
are the most essential factors making the region important to major powers
of the world.

The Persian Gulf region has its importance as well in its particular
geo-economic situation. During the 18" century the region had become
strategically more significant due to its crucial economical role in
communication between Asia and Europe. Almost 65 percent of the proven
oil reserves in the world and more than 40 percent of the global natural gas
reserves are located in the Persian Gulf region. Moreover, 20 percent of the
world's oil trade is done through this region. Besides these factors, the
principal geopolitical feature of the region is its highest volume of fossil
fuel exports to the world. Proven crude oil reserves of the Persian Gulf
coastal states of Iran, Irag, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, the United Arab
Emirates, Oman and Bahrain stand almost two thirds of the world’s total oil

2 Kamyar A., “The Name Game: The Persian Gulf, Archaeologists, and the Politics of Arab-
Iranian Relations” in Selective Remembrances: Archaeology in the Construction
Commemoration and Consecration of NationalPasts, ed. Philip L. Kohl and others
(Chicago:The University of Chicago Press, 2007), 221

® Mohammad Z.Pour G., Shamani Y. and Ebrahimi E., “Hidden Perspectives of
Convergence in Persian Gulf Region,”Journal of American Science 9, no. 4 (2013): 145.
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reserves and more than one third of the global oil supplies. Saudi Arabia
has nearly 25 percent of the world’s crude oil reserves, followed by Iran,
Iraq, Kuwait and the UAE.*

By and large, the Persian Gulf represents a significant part of the
world, because of its geopolitical and geostrategic situation and oil wealth.
In this regard, the region has been the focus of regional and extra-regional
powers throughout the course of history. The region witnessed the Iran-Iraq
War of 1980-1988, The Gulf War of 1990-1991 and the Irag War of 2003,
resulting in regional and global instability. The fall of Irag made Iran more
powerful in the region, and as a domination strategy, Iran launched its
nuclear program. Iran is considered to be a major power in the region; it
can destabilize the regional balance as Iran’s nuclear program is threatening
the stability of the Gulf region.®

During the 1980s, the Gulf region experienced major developments
and progress, moving the region toward a new era of challenges. For the
sake of having a coordinated resistance against outside intervention, the
Arab Gulf states realized that they had to react collectively to be able to
achieve stability and security in the region. As they shared a common
culture and had similar socioeconomic and political structures, the Arab
states were ready to cooperate and establish an organization that would help
them to coordinate and protect their common interests.°

On March 10, 1981 at Muscat, Oman, the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) was shaped as a regional economic and defense organization.” The
members of Gulf Cooperation Council are: the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
(KSA), Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman, United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Qatar,
which are known collectively as the Gulf States.®> The member nations of

4 Mirhosseini S. M., Rasoulisaniabadi E. “The Milestones of the Persian Gulf Security
Developments,” Sociology and Anthropology 3, no.2 (2015): 117-118.

% Al Kaabi Y. H. and Al Kaabi Kh. M., The Iranian Century: The Tension Between Iran and
The Gulf States, https://calhoun.nps.edu/handle/10945/10720 (accessed Apr. 15, 2018).

& Al Hamad T. ,“Will the Gulf Monarchies Work Together?,” The Middle East Quarterly 4,
no. 1 (1997): 47-48.

7 Jessup J. E. An Encyclopedic Dictionary of Conflict and Conflict Resolution, 1945—-1996 (
Westport: Greenwood Press, 1998), 262.

8 Europa Publications, The Middle East and North Africa, Volume 50 (New York:
Routledge, 2003), 1318.
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the Gulf Cooperation Council reflect “the historic, geographic, economic,
cultural, political and strategic realities of the Gulf.”® Nowadays Gulf
Cooperation Council countries require a comprehensive regional strategy to
deal with Iranian ambition. The Gulf Cooperation Council countries should
work to enhance the collective defense capability and share the burden of
security in the region in order to achieve stability. More cooperation and
coordination while working with the Gulf Cooperation Council system can
help the Gulf States counter Iran’s ambitions and play a stronger role in the
region. The Gulf States must develop a unified policy, which could ensure
to prevent any possible attempts by Iran to destabilize the region and allow
them to rely less on help from the external actors. The Gulf Cooperation
Council countries’ highest priority is to free the Gulf region from weapons
of mass destruction. The stability in the Gulf region depends on the
dynamic relationship between the Gulf States and Iran in addition to
external actors like the United States and other superpower countries. *°
The socio-cultural significance of the Persian Gulf region is unique,
because it has a very long history of civilized society and human conflict; it
was also the center of a great empire of history. The Persian Gulf is often
regarded as a part of the Middle East crossroads of three continents and an
intricate part of the Arab and Muslim world. The Persian Gulf region links
the three continents of Asia, Europe and Africa. It is as an arm of the Indian
Ocean and a bridge of trade between three continents. The advent of Islam
took place in the Arabian Peninsula that was located in the coastal boarders
of the Persian Gulf region, which now is known as the center of the Muslim
world. Because of its strategic location, for a long time, the Persian Gulf
region has been the center of attention for traders and the superpowers.
Since the beginning of human history as evidences shows, the Persian Gulf

® Najem T.and Hetherington M., Good Governance in the Middle East Oil Monarchies (
New York: Cengage Learning, 2003), 30.

10 Al Kaabi Y. H. , Al Kaabi Kh. M., “The Iranian Century: The Tension Between Iran and
The Gulf States,” https://calhoun.nps.edu/handle/10945/10720 (accessed April 15, 2018).

Uplkjmghwunipyul hupgkp, h. 14, 2018
43



Ikilikyan Sona

has been a valuable waterway as well as the center of the great civilizations
of the ancient east; it has a background of several millenniums.**

Islam, promoted by Muhammad in Arabia in 610 A.D., played a
crucial role in social, political and cultural life of the region, changing its
religious and socio-linguistic picture. Arabia was in the middle of the major
ancient world civilizations and routes. It participated, transferred, and
contributed to it prior to and after the advent of Islam in Makkah in 610
CE." The Arabian Peninsula is the cradle of Islam. Islam was "born" in it,
and "grew up" in it, and was already "full-grown" when it came out of it. It
was in the Arabian cities of Makkah and Medina that the classic Islamic
identity was evolved, and Islam actually "jelled"."

The area that constitutes the present-day Persian Gulf states was on
the immediate periphery of the rise of Islam. The early Islamic polity was
intensely expansionist, fueled both by fervor for the faith and by economic
and social factors. After gaining control of Arabia and the Persian Gulf
region, conquering armies swept out of the peninsula, spreading Islam. By
the end of the eighth century, Islamic armies had reached far into North
Africa and eastward and northward into Asia.**

Hence, Islam played an important role in shaping the socio-cultural
picture of the Gulf region. Saudi Arabia is the centre of the Islamic world,
where the two holiest places in Islam, Makah and Medina are situated.
Some scholars emphasize the geopolitical and economic importance of the
Gulf to both global and Islamic history.® Thus, history of Islamic
civilization traces its development from its beginnings in seventh century
Arabia to its wide and varied presence in the globalised world of today. *®

™ Mirhosseini R. ,“The Milestones of the Persian Gulf Security Developments,” 117.

12 Natana J. Delong-Bas, The Oxford Encyclopedia of Islam and Women, Vol 2
(Oxford:Oxford University Press, 2013), 711.

1% sayed A., Razwy A. ,A Restatement of the History of Islam and Muslims CE 570 to 661
(United Kingdom: World Federation of KSI Muslim Communities United Kingdom, 1996),
451,

4 Metz H. Ch., Persian Gulf States : country studies (Washington: Library of Congress.
Federal Research Division.,1994), 9.

!5 Kennet D.,“ Islamic archeology in the Gulf,” Hadith Ad-Dar 33 (2010): 28.

16 Chase F.Robinson, The New Cambridge History of Islam: the Formation of the Islamic
World Sixth to Eleventh Centuries (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2011), 171.

44



ARAB-IRANIAN RELATIONS IN THE CONTEXT OF THE PERSIAN GULF NAMING DISPUTE

Arab-Iranian geopolitical rivalry has deep roots. It began from the
early Islamic period and was closely associated with Arab-Islamic large-
scale expansion.

The Prophet Muhammad argued that the Arabs and all other people
needed to look beyond their tribal, ethnic, or city loyalties to understand
that they were all one community under Allah, and that this recognition
would bring peace and equality to all. He had achieved great things, with
the western areas of the Arabian Peninsula united under Islam and the
leadership of the messenger of Allah.”

The first Islamic century began in 622 of the Common Era with the
hijra, Muhammad's “emigration” from Mecca to the town of Yathrib,
which later was called “the Prophet's city” or “the city”(Medina). The hijra
thus marked a new beginning for Muhammad and his followers. It also
illustrates a striking feature of Islamic history. In the long term the
campaigns grew into the conquest armies of the 640s and 650s (and
beyond), which would overrun much of the Byzantine and all of the
Sasanian Near East.'®

During the first two centuries after the appearance of Islam, the Arab
Muslims created a vast empire that stretched from Spain and North Africa
all the way to the borders of China and India. Irag and the Iranian plateau
were among the first to be conquered. In 636 CE, Sa'd b. Abi Waqqas
crushed the Persians in the Battle of Qadestya and took over their capital,
Ctesiphon. The reasons for the success of the Arab Muslims included
organization and determination, effect of their religion on their moral and
spiritual mobility, their ability to recruit forces as they expanded, gain of
resources as they took over more lands to better equip themselves.**

In the wake of the Arabs’ conquest of most of the Near East, the new
religion became identified more sharply as a monotheism for the Arab

Y Bowen H. W., The History of Saudi Arabia (London: Greenwod press, 2008), 157.

'8 Robinson, The New Cambridge History of Islam, 172-173.

19 7arrinkiib Abd Al-Husain, "The Arab Conquest of Iran and its Aftermath,” in The Period
from the Arab Invasion to the Saljugs in The Cambridge History of Iran, ed. Richard N.
Frye (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1975), 1.
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people. During the second half of the seventh and the beginning of the
eighth centuries the Muslims’ religious identity was being established in
the region, which became the most powerful unifying force for all the
nations of Arab Caliphate. The formation of this distinct religious identity
and the consolidation of the empire dominated by Arabs, were really the
culmination of the longer-term process by which the Arabs of the peninsula
were incorporated into the dominant social and cultural patterns of the Near
East.?’

The spread of Islam was one of the cultural contact experiences in
the world history from its initial base in the Arabian Peninsula and the
Middle East to a host of areas in Africa, Asia and Europe. Islam unified
people of various societies and cultures and brought important changes as a
result of contact.

The religion in Iran before Islam was Zoroastrianism. Formation of
the Arab Caliphate and the process of Arabization completely changed the
cultural, religious and lingual picture of conquered nations, starting from
the 7™ century. With Islam Arabic culture, language and customs were
spread.

As the Qur'an is written in Arabic and may not be translated for
religious practice, so that knowledge of Arabic is important for all
Muslims. Hence, the Arabic language became the most essential language
and medium of local pre-existing cultures in the whole empire. The term
"Arab" became associated with speakers of Arabic rather than being
confined only to the original inhabitants of the Arabian Peninsula.?*

Two of the most prominent ethnic elements in the Middle East,
Arabs and Iranians have been in contact with each other, and at times have
had their fortunes intertwined, for some three millennia. It is improbable
that centuries of contacts between the Arabs and Persians, above all in
eastern Arabia, should not have left behind some legacy in the fields of
thought and culture, but such a legacy is not easy to quantify or to evaluate.

20 Berkey J. P., The Formation of Islam: Religion and Society in the Near East, 600-1800
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003), 71.

2 The Spread of Islam, Yale University Press, http://www.usislam.org/pdf/Spread-of-
Islam.pdf (accessed April 22, 2018).
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In centers like Ctesiphon the Arabs acquired some familiarity with the
externals of Persian life — the impressive buildings, the court ceremonial,
the ceremonies and practices of Zoroastrianism, — yet these had no
penetrating effect on society within the Arabian peninsula. The most lasting
result of Arab-Persian contacts in these centuries was an influx of Persian
words into the classical ‘arabiya, especially those with religious and
cultural references. Subsequent borrowings are also discernible in the Jahel1
(pre-islamic) poets and in the Qur'an itself, where they were evaluated by
later Muslim philologists.??

Adopting Islam, however, the Persians didn’t tolerate Arab
domination, truly realizing the privilege they had, as they were inheritors of
Ancient Persian civilization and rich cultural traditions.

The Arab-Islamic conquests in the seventh century and series of
epoch-making events following the advent of Islam have been variously
seen in Iran: by some as a blessing, the advent of the true faith, the end of
the age of ignorance and heathenism; by others as a humiliating national
defeat, the conquest and subjugation of the country by foreign invaders.
Both perceptions are of course valid, depending on one’s angle of vision.
Iran was indeed Islamized, but it was not Arabized. Persians remained
Persians. And after an interval of silence, Iran reemerged as a separate,
different and distinctive element within Islam, eventually adding a new
element even to Islam itself. Culturally, politically, and most remarkable of
all even religiously, the Iranian contribution to this new Islamic civilization
is of immense importance. The work of Iranians can be seen in every field
of cultural endeavor, including Arabic poetry. Some scholars assert that in a
sense, Iranian Islam is a second advent of Islam itself.

Thus, Arab-Ilranian Geopolitical Rivalry started with the Arab-
Islamic conquests in the seventh century, which completely changed the
cultural, religious and lingual picture of conquered nations, widely
spreading Islam, Arabic culture, language and customs. Persians, however,

22 Arabs and Iran in the Pre-Islamic Period, Encyclopedia Iranica,
http://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/arab-i (accessed April 25, 2018).
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didn’t tolerate Arab domination, truly realizing the privilege they had, as
they were inheritors of Ancient Persian civilization and rich cultural
traditions.

Since the early 1960s, there has been a naming dispute in regards to
the Persian Gulf which gained more significance during the rise of Arab
nationalism and growing political tensions between Iran (formerly known
as Persia) and its surrounding Arab neighbours. Roderic Owen, an
employee of the Anglo-lranian Oil Company and British government
officer, in 1958 published a book titled “The Golden Bubble: Arabian Gulf
Documentary”. This book constituted the first literary work of any
significance to popularize the term "Arabian Gulf". Sir Charles Belgrave,
the British advisor to the emir of Bahrain, was the first westerner to use and
advocate the name "Arabian Gulf" in the journal “Soat al-Bahrain” (Voice
of Bahrain) in 1955. He wrote a book in 1966 about the southern coasts of
the Persian Gulf and declared that Arabs prefer to name the gulf "Arabian
Gulf".®

By the 1960s, all Arab states passed laws and issued decrees making
the use of the name Arabian Gulf mandatory in their publications and
communications with the rest of the world. Despite signing the 2 United
Nations documents (UNAD 311/ Gen on March 5, 1971 and UNLA 45.8.2
(C) on August 10, 1984), Arab states, especially those bordering the
Persian Gulf, continued to use and promote the name Arabian Gulf or a
simple reference to “The Gulf.” The common use of the name of Persian
Gulf owes much to the fact that for most of the past twenty-five hundred
years Iran (ancient Persia) has been the major regional power in the Persian
Gulf littoral. 2

Iran uses the term "Persian Gulf" exclusively and does not recognize
alternate forms such as the "Arabian Gulf" or "The Gulf”, arguing that it's a
historical name and on almost all maps printed before 1960, in most

2 | evinson M. H.“ Mapping the Persian Gulf Naming Dispute,” ETC.: A Review of
General Semantics 68, no 3 (2011): 279.

24 Abdi K., “The Name Game: The Persian Gulf, Archaeologists, and the Politics of Arab-
Iranian Relations” in Selective Remembrances: Archacology in the Construction
Commemoration and Consecration of NationalPasts, ed. Philip L. Kohl and others
(Chicago:The University of Chicago Press, 2007), 225
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modern international documents this body of water is known as the
"Persian Gulf". Arabian Gulf for Iran means the Red Sea and the "Arabian
Gulf" name may create confusion with the Red Sea, so it's better to use the
name ‘“Persian Gulf”. Iran argues that if the Arabian Gulf gets its name
from the fact that more Arab countries are surrounding it, then Indian
Ocean should also change its name because India has a smaller border with
it than other countries.”

On the international level the Iranian government endeavored to
apply pressure on Arab states to deny the name “Arabian Gulf”. There are
some vivid examples of Iran's pressure: in 2006 the Economist magazine
was banned in Iran for the simple fact that a published map referred to the
Persian Gulf region as merely “The Gulf;” National Geographic magazine,
in 2004, was forced to republish a map that referred to the region as the
‘Arabian Gulf” after a vigorous campaign by Iranian academics worldwide.
National Geographic was eventually forced to include a parenthesis next to
the region noting that only “some” individuals refer to the Persian Gulf
region as the “Arabian Gulf” rather than the “Persian Gulf.”?®

In 2012 Iran threatened legal action against Google for not labeling
the Persian Gulf on its maps.?” Now Google Maps shows both terms, with
Arabian Gulf in parentheses. But Google will show either Arabian or
Persian Gulf to local users, depending on geolocation and language
settings®.

In 2005, Iran proclaimed April 30th as "National Persian Gulf Day"
(April 30th corresponds with the anniversary of Shah Abbas' successful
seventeenth-century military campaign, which drove Portugal's navy from

% |_evinson, Mapping the Persian Gulf Naming Dispute, 279.

% Naimi A., “Naming Dispute: The Persian Gulf” https://www.academia.edu/744772/
Naming_Dispute_Persian_Gulf (accessed April 29, 2018).

T evs ] ., Iran threatens to sue Google for not labeling Persian Gulf,” CNN, May 18, 2012,
https://edition.cnn.com/2012/05/17/world/meast/iran-google-gulf/index.htm (accessed May
02, 2018).

%8 7raick K., "Persian (or Arabian) Gulf Is Caught in the Middle of Regional Rivalries,"
New York Times 2 June ,2016, https://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/13/world/middleeast
Ipersian-gulf-arabian-gulf-iran-saudi-arabia.html (accessed August 17, 2018).
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the Strait of Hormuz, the narrowest point in the Persian Gulf). In 2006,
the top rank of the Iranian soccer league was named the Persian Gulf Cup
to advance the Persian label.”
Gulf”, Arabs seem to be trying to signal the end of Iran's regional
supremacy and to emphasize their own rising star.

The following are some arguments that have been made by Arab
supporters for the use of the term "Arabian Gulf":

- The name "Persian Gulf is linked to the Persian Empire that does
not exist any more. The Mediterranean Sea used to be called the Roman
Sea and had the Roman Empire lasted that's what we would call it today.

- The people who live around the gulf are mostly Arabs, hence by
virtue of demography it should be called the Arabian Gulf.

- Likewise by virtue of geography: six Arabian countries surround
the gulf (Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Iraq, Bahrain, Qatar, and the United Arab
Emirates) compared to one Iran and they encompass 70% of the coastline.*

Nay, using the term "Persian Gulf" is impolite at least for Gulf
Cooperation Council countries and nationals, whereas, Iran and many
Iranians find the term "Arabian Gulf" offensive.*

According to analysts, the name can be a source of friction even in
diplomatic encounters.*

Before Iran's revolution of 1979, which led to the establishment of an
Islamic Republic, the name "Persian Gulf" still maintained its official
credibility. However, after the political isolation of Iran in the post-
revolution period and with the decreasing influence of Tehran on the
political and economic priorities of the English-speaking Western World,
including petroleum-related businesses, there has been an increasing

By calling this body of water “Arabian

2| evinson M. H., Mapping the Persian Gulf Naming Dispute, 280.

% |_evinson, Mapping the Persian Gulf Naming Dispute, 279.

% persian Gulf Naming Dispute, Howling Pixel https://howlingpixel.com/wiki/Persian
_Gulf_naming_dispute#cite_note-21 (accessed May 02, 2018).

% Zraick K., "Persian (or Arabian) Gulf Is Caught in the Middle of Regional Rivalries,"
New York Times 2 June ,2016, https://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/13/world/middleeast
Ipersian-gulf-arabian-gulf-iran-saudi-arabia.html (accessed August 17, 2018).
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acceptance of omitting "Persian™ from the name on maps or even renaming
it "Arabian Gulf”.*

Some atlases and media outlets have taken to referring to "The Gulf"
without any adjectival qualification. In the mid-1970s the BBC decided to
adopt the neutral term "the Gulf" for the waterway. The British press
followed the BBC in adopting "the Gulf" as the primary point of reference.
In due course some media on the European continent and a small minority
of media and publications in North America adopted the BBC approach in
stripping the Persian Gulf of its identity.>*

During the naming issue discussion of the United Nations Group of
Experts on Geographical Names held in Vienna in 2006 (the 23rd session),
the Convenor noted "that countries could not be prohibited from using or
creating exonyms.®

The United Nations website only uses the term “Arabian Gulf” when
presenting transcripts of speeches by Arab delegates, arguing that the use of
“Arabian Gulf” is faulty.*

The United Kingdom government's Permanent Committee on
Geographical Names for Official British Use (PCGN) has endorsed the
term 'The Persian Gulf' as the correct term for the body of water. PCGN
recommends using the name Persian Gulf on UK products, as this has long
been considered the English language conventional name for this body of
water, which is a high seas feature, extending beyond the territorial limits
of any recognized sovereignty. According to PCGN, the Arabian Gulf is an

3 Boghrati N., “Omission of ” Persian Gulf” Name Angers Iran,” Worldpress, Dec. 28,
2006, http://www.worldpress.org/Mideast/2616.cfm (accessed August 07, 2018).

*Mahan A, “All at Sea over “the Gulf,” Asia Times, Dec 9, 2004,
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/Middle_East/FL09Ak03.html (accessed August 15, 2018).

35 Economic and Social Council, United Nations, Report of the United Nations Group of
Experts on Geographical Names on the work of its twenty-third session,Document
E/2006/57, New York, 2006.

% Mostashari A., Factsheet on the Legal and Historical Usage of the “Persian Gulf”, Iranian
Studies Group at MIT, 2004, http://web.mit.edu/isg/persiangulffactsheet.pdf (accessed
August 08, 2018).

Uplkjmghwunipyul hupgkp, h. 14, 2018
51



Ikilikyan Sona

English language version of the name applied by Arabs to this body of
water and should not be used.*

Due to increased cooperation with Arab states of the Persian Gulf the
USA prefers to use the term “Arabian Gulf”. According to the Persian Gulf
affairs director at the National Security Council, “the terminology shifted
along with geopolitics”. So the terms used by American officials had
become more nuanced, and that more officials now say “Arabian Gulf” or
simply “the Gulf”. ®

In conclusion we can emphasize that the impact of this naming
dispute is of immense importance, because it has definitely had a
considerable influence on many political, socio-cultural processes and
identity construction of the region. The relations between Iran and the Gulf
states impact the situation in the Gulf region, evidently. The Gulf
Cooperation members have different attitudes towards Iran. At the same
time most of them are confident that Iran is a big threat for the region due
to its hegemonic ambitions. This is considered to be one of the major
obstacles to normalization of relations with Iran, building a balance of
power and effective relationship.

The possible future resolving of this dispute depends on many
different factors, such as the geopolitical situation in the region, historical
basis of the dispute, the position of external actors and their own interests,
hegemonic goals of the regional powers, the religious factor, etc.

There have been suggestions of using other name variants for this
region, such as "Islamic Gulf" or "Muslim Gulf"*°, "Gulf of Iran", "Gulf of

Ajam", "Gulf of Basra", "Persian-Arabian Gulf".*

$"PCGN geographical names guidance _https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/
government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/318465/Iran_Toponymic_Factfile
_2012.pdf (accessed August 08, 2018).

% Zraick K., "Persian (or Arabian) Gulf Is Caught in the Middle of Regional Rivalries,"
New York Times 2 June ,2016, https://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/13/world/
middleeast/persian-gulf-arabian-gulf-iran-saudi-arabia.html (accessed August 17, 2018).

% Goodarzi J., Syria and Iran: Diplomatic Alliance and Power Politics in the Middle
East(London: Tauris Academic Studies, 2006), 297.

“0 National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency https://www.nga.mil/Pages/Default.aspx
(accessed August 05, 2018).
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Obviously, the both sides need to reach a mutually agreed
compromise for further cooperation and normalization of relations.
However, this issue is under the dispute, which makes Arab-Iranian
relations more complicated in contemporary times.
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APABO-UPAHCKHUE OTHOLWIEHMUSA B KOHTEKCTE
CIIOPA O HA3BAHUMU ITEPCHUJCKOI'O 3AJIUBA

HNxniaukan Cona
(Pe3tome)

Ilepcuackuid  3adMB  HMMEET  BAXKHOE  TIEOMNOJIMTHYECKOE U
COIIMOKYJIFTYPHOE 3HAUYECHHE, OJIaro/iapsi CBOEMY DACIOIOXKEHUI0 MEXIY
BocrokoMm w 3amamoM wm OoraTelM  JHepropecypcam.  BaxHoe
CTPATETHIECKOE PACIIOOKEeHHE W (HaKTOp DHEPTrOpPECYpPCOB IMPEBPAIIAIOT
PErHOH B apeHy CTOJKHOBEHHUS HMHTEPECOB U COMEPHUUYECTBA MHUPOBBIX
JIEpIKaB.

Apabo-upaHcKass KOHKYPEHIIMS HUMEeT TJIIyOOKHE KOpHU W
CJIIOXWJIACh HAa PETHOHANBHOM MpocTpaHcTBe bmmkHero Bocroka emie B
IepBhIC BEKa HCIaMa B pe3yibTaTe apabo-MyCyIbMaHCKOH JKCIaHCHH.
OtHomenus Upana ¢ apaOCKUMU TOCYTapCTBAMU OCTAIOTCS CIIOKHBIMH H B
HOBeHIMii meproxa uctopuu. Ha coBpemMeHHOM 3Tare B apabo-HpaHCKUX
OTHOILIEHU o0co0oe 3HayeHHWe mpuoOpeTaeT TOMOHUM [lepcuackoro
3aJliBa, OTpaXkask CHMBOJHUKY 3TOTO MPOTHUBOCTOSHHUA. OJTO OKAa3bIBaeT
OTPOMHOE BIHSHHE HAa MHOTHE COBPEMEHHBIC IIOJIMTHYECKHE U
COIMOKYJILTYpHBIE Tpoliecchl Ilepcuuckoro 3anmBa, MpeBpaimias €ro B
apeHy CTOJIKHOBEHMSI HHTEPECOB U CONEPHUYECTBA.
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