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Abstract 
The article refers to the period of the second half of the XIX-beginning of the XX century, when 
with the development of commodity-money relations in Georgia, cardinal changes took place not 
only in the socio-economic sphere, but also in interethnic relations. The reason was the new 
capitalist system that replaced the feudal order, which gradually began to undermine the old 
foundations. Prior to this, the positions of the Georgian nobility were quite strong. They were 
hereditary landowners and possessed estate privileges. The Armenian element in Tiflis formed a 
layer of wealthy citizens - the bourgeoisie, which was able to quickly master market mechanisms. 
A considerable part of the landlord class, on the contrary, was not able to transfer the economies 
belonging to them to the rails of the capitalist economy. There were sharp rebukes against 
compradors who were accused of economic bankruptcy of the local aristocracy. In addition, the 
course towards national revival declared by the Kartvelian intelligentsia came into irreconcilable 
conflict with the policy of Russification. As a counterweight to the commercial and industrial 
expansion of the Armenian bourgeois and the ambitions of the imperial bureaucracy was put 
forward a program for restoring Georgian sovereignty. 
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