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Abstract  
The present article provides an overview of the Israeli historiography, tendencies in its 
development and proposes new approaches to the studies of the Jewish history. The article 
consistently discusses the main characteristics of Israeli historiography at various stages of its 
development. A significant place in this article is devoted to the events of Israeli history, which, 
for ideological reasons, have long been a taboo for Israeli researchers. These taboo topics are 
discussed in detail in chapter four. Not less important issue, in our opinion, is the profile of the 
researchers themselves. The commonality of political views, origins, education, political 
activities, allow us to create the profile of the Israeli historian. At the stage of the formation of 
the state Israeli historians were mainly immigrants who received education abroad and were 
devoted to the ideals of Zionism. But since the 1980s new generation of Israeli historians were 
mostly natives of the country and far from the ideals of Zionism and its ideological dogmas. The 
conflict between the representatives of the old school, who was influenced by the Zionist 
ideology and the new generation of historians who severely criticized the basic concepts of their 
predecessors, has characterized Israeli historiography over the past forty years. In our opinion, 
the main disadvantage of Israeli historiography is the lack of an objective unbiased approach to 
the study of Israeli history. Changing the Zionist paradigm to the anti-Zionist one cannot 
guarantee an objective coverage of Israeli history. This article is an attempt to fill the existing gap 
by studying Jewish history based on world-system and geocivilizational analysis, particularly on 
the base of frontier theory.  
 

Keywords: Israel, Israeli Historiography, Zionism, “New” Historians, “Old” Historians, World-
system Analysis, Geocivilization, Frontier Zone 
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