
Caucaso-Caspica IV 1

Abstract 
The premises of jih d in the form of ideas and practices arose at an early stage of Islamic history 
during the life of the Prophet Mu ammad. Jih d was of great importance in the early Islamic 
wars, beginning in 630 and during the reign of the Umayyad dynasty (661-750). The classical 
concept of caliphate, which formed during the Abb sid period, evolved under the influence of 
circumstances. Around the middle of the 10th century the institute of sultan power gained more 
popularity and wider distribution. It could coexist in parallel with the caliphate institution within 
the framework of one Islamic state, in which a separation of military-political and religious 
power arose to some extent. Sultan could not single-handedly declare jih d without the sanction 
of caliph, and caliph did not possess the military-political power to exercise his right to conduct 
jih d. Since that time, two issues of Islamic law have become relevant: who and how can declare 
jih d (primarily military), and also against whom such jih d can be directed. 

Sultanate of Ba r  Maml ks (1250-1382) was formed during the confrontation between 
Muslims and crusaders and Mongols, therefore the answers to the questions who can declare 
jih d and against whom it can be directed were then more or less obvious: the Christian crusaders 
were the enemies of Islam without distinction directions and sects, as well as pagan Mongols. 
The defeat of the army of Louis IX in 1250 and the victory at Ayn J l t in 1260 allowed the 
Maml ks to seize power and become the legitimate and full-fledged rulers of Egypt and Syria. 
The destruction of the remnants of the crusader possessions in the Middle East and the successful 
resistance to the attacks of the Mongols brought to the Ba r  Maml ks the glory of the Muslim 
defenders. The idea of jih d became a key element of the ideology of Maml k sultans and was 
aimed at strengthening the legitimacy of their power. 

In the Maml k period (1250-1517), jih d as a teaching retained its connection with the 
most important Islamic values embodied in the concepts of “justice” (al- ad la) and “truth” (al-

aqq). It was the connection with the concepts of “justice” and “truth” that gave the actions 
called jih d, both in the military and non-military spheres of society, an unconditional moral 
priority over all other actions and deeds. Anyone who knew how to use the jih d doctrine as a 
means received in his hands a powerful tool for manipulating the consciousness of believers in 
their own political interests, regardless of what moral principles he was guided by. 
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