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Abstract 
The present article provides an overview of a modern funeral ceremony of the citizens of 
Dagestan with the use of expeditionary research, expert survey, individual and group 
interviewing of respondents, taking into account the local specifics and clarifies traditional and 
new elements and customs. Based on the regulations of the Islamic law school of the Sh fi  
Madhhab, which most Muslims of the Dagestanis adhere to, the author examines modern funeral 
and memorial rites and customs of a number of Dagestan ethnic groups living in the cities of 
Dagestan. According to the author, they are syncretic in nature and are a synthesis of the 
dominant Islamic religious rules, traditional beliefs and new customs. This synthesis was due to 
both external (globalization) and internal (strengthening positions of Islam) causes, as well as the 
vitality of traditional beliefs. Muslim religious institutions are manifested in strict regulations of 
the funeral ritual, the terms and procedures of mourning and commemoration, the Zikr ritual, the 
distribution of the requiem alms of sadaq , the design of the gravestone according to certain 
standards, visiting the graves of the dead at the cemetery for Muslim religious holidays. Despite 
the dominance of Islamic religious rules, the relics of the former religious forms associated with 
the burial cult and the ancestor cult are preserved in the funeral rites. These include signs about 
the imminent death and its external signs, ideas about mild and severe death; how a person gets 
out of a person and how many days it stays with the person’s body; religious and preventive 
measures; ethics of mourning and the prohibitions on this subject; the tradition of transmitting 
with the dead man who died earlier; compulsory ritual flour halva; feeding the souls of the dead 
with the smell of food abandoned in a red-hot frying pan; the custom of letting men beard and 
wearing dark mourning clothes by women as a sign of mourning; the habit of lifetime 
commemoration. In the era of globalization, some new customs were entrenched in the burial 
rites. In general, the funeral ceremony of the citizens of Dagestan has similar features with small 
local features. 
 
Keywords: Funeral Rites, Family Rituals, Citizens of Dagestan, Post-Soviet Period, Cult of 
Ancestors, Mourning and Commemoration 
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