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Abstract 
The subject of the study is the ethnonym yarussa, by which the Laks denote the Avars. The 
article focuses on its etymology, its use in various fields of onomastics, and other issues. The 
analysis reveals that the term was recorded in ancient sources as anthroponym. In mediaeval 
Dagestan historical writings, it occurred as an eponym of the Avar.  Later, the term is used both 
as geographical name and an ethnonym. 
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