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Ae HaulecTBUs IepCOB Co60p ObIA BOCCTAHOBAEH, IO CBUAETEALCTBY MCTODHKa V B.
Aaszaps Tlap6euy, npaBureAeM ApMeHUH BaaHoM MaMHUKOHAHOM B 484 r. B ocHOBY
rnaaHa cobopa OniAa MOAOKEHA ero HelHEeUIHsss (popMa — DPaBHOKPLIAKIKA KPecCT, BhI-
pa’keHHbIA B OpPraHM3allM¥ KaK BHYTPEHHEero MpOCTPaHCTBa, TaK M HAPY/KHBIX Macc.
l'eHHaALHOE OOBeAMHEHHE 30AUYHM ABYX TeM LeHTPAAbHO-KYIIOABHOH KOMIO3HIIUK —
KBaApPaTHOrO MAaHa C KYNOAOM Ha YeThIpeX CBOGOAHBIX OIOpax U KpecTooOpa3HOro
TAaHa — MPeABOCXHUIaeT B DYMHAA3MHCKOM COBope BOMAOLIEHHEe 3TOM MAEH B CO3-
A3HHBIX IO3AHEe MOAOGHBIX MaMATHHUKAX He TOABKO B ADMeHHH, HO M 3a ee IpeAe-

AdMHU.

THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE ECHMIADZIN CATHEDRAL IN THE TIME OF
LAZARUS PARPETSI

MURAD HASRATYAN
Summary

The Echmiadzin Cathedral, built according to historical records, in 301-303 by King Trdat 111
and St. Gregory the Illuminator is Armenia’s oldest domed structure that has come down to our
days. Damaged in a Persian invasion, according to Lazarus Parbetsi, the Sth century historian, the
Cathedral was restored by Vahan Mamikonian, the ruler of Armenia, in 484. The Cathedral’s
present form — a Greek cross manifested in both its interior lay - out and exterior — formed the
basis of the Cathedral's plan no later than the Sth century. The architect combined the two lines of
the central dome composition —~ a square plan with a dome supported on four freestanding pillars
and a cross plan. This approach predetermined the Echmiadzin Cathedral’s role as a precursor of
similar structures that were to be built both in Armenia and far beyond.



