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APXUTEKTYPHBIM KOMIIAEKC CEAA AXILIK
B. I. TPUTOPAH
Pe3swmMme

B MCCAEAOBAHMSX, ITOCBAIIEHHEBIX aPMSIHCKON apXUTEKTYpPe M CKYALIITYDHBIM
peabedaM, AOMUHMPYET TOYKa 3PEHMs, YTO XPaM, MaB3oAeH U CTerd AXIICKOTO
KOMIIAEKCA SIBASIEOTCS CTPOEHMSIMM XPUCTHMAHCKOTO Iepuopa. bBesoroBopouno
YTBEPIKAAETCS, YTO MAB30OAeM, AATUPYeMEIH 364 T., IPHHAAAEKUT IapsaM Apiia-
kupaM. B cBupeTenbcTBax ITaBctoca Byzavpa M MoBceca XopeHany, eAUHCT-
BEHHBIX MCTOPHKOB, IIMCABIINX O norpebeHuy ApPLIAKUAOB, HUYErO He CKa3aHo
0 MaB30Aee, CTPOMBIIeMCs B AXI[Ke, YTO OIpPOBepraeT OGWENPHUHSATYIO TOYKY
3peHus], IPUIMCEIBAKOULYIO MaB30Ael APIIAaKUAAM, KaK U AATY IIOCTPOEHUS MaB-
30Aaesl. PacxullleHHEle KOCTU Iape#l ObiAM IlepeMelllaHbl, IO3TOMY WX Iorpebe-
HUe B OAHOM MOTMAe IIOHEeBOAE CTarO Heu30eXHBIM. OpHaKO MaB30AeH, IPUIN-
CHIBAEMBIM APIIAKMAEM, U3HAYAABHO OBIA IIOCTPOEH AASL ABYX OTAEABHBIX 3aX0-
pOHEHMH. 3HauyuT, KOMIO3WULIMOHHEIM IIAGH MaB30Aesl SBASIeTCS Oonee yeMm
AOCTATOYHBEIM AOKa3aTeAbCTBOM TOTO, YTO MaB30OAeHM B AXIIKe He IPUHAAAEIKUT
ApurakupaM. OTCYTCTBHE B A€KOPAaTUBHOM yOpaHCTBe MaB30Aesl KaKoro-Ambo
LIAPCTBEHHOI'O CIOJKeTa MAM aTPUOYTa, B CBOIO OYepeAb, YKa3bIBaeT Ha TO, UTO
IIOXOPOHEHHBIe B MaB30oAee — He Liapu. CBUAETEABCTBA MCTOPUOrpPachoB, KOM-
NO3ULIMOHHBIE OCOOEHHOCTH IIaMATHUKA, a TaKXXe HCCAeAOBAHHUE CKYABITYPHBIX
peabedOB IPUBOAAT K CAGAYIOLIMM 3aKAIOUEHUSIM:

— Cero AXIK OBIAO M3BECTHBIM CBSATHAMILEM ellle B SI3bIYECKHEe BpeMeHa.
XpaM U MaB30AeH OBIAM IIOCTPOEHBI IO €AUMHOMY IIA@HY B OAMH U TOT XKe S3BI-
YeCKUY IIEPHOA,

— B KOMIO3MUMOHHOM IAaHE XpaM OTOKAECTBASIETCS C UETBIPEXIHUAOHHBI-
MM KYIOABHBIMU IIaMSTHUKAMHK, M He MCKAIOYEHO, YTO OH M3HadaAbHO, TaKkXe
IIOCAE 3aMeHBl AePEeBSHHBIX KOHCTPYKIMM KaMHeM, MMeA KYIIOA U KpecToobpas-
HOe IIepeKpHITHE.

— MaB30oAeH, HECOMHEHHO, IPUHAAAEKAA BBICOKOIIOCTABAGHHOW M HU3BECT-
HOM AMHAcTUM. Bo3MoOXXHO, morpefeHHBle TaM — ApIUAaKHUARIL, HO He IjapH.

— Llapu Apuiakupbl norpebeHbl Ha FO’KHOM CTOPOHE MaB30OAes B OAHOM 06-
e Moruae. Belra BO3ABUTHYTA CTeAd AASL YBEKOBeUeHUS UX IaMsaTu. B Tou-
HOCTM TaK, KaK II0 eAMHCTBEHHOMY CBHUAETEABCTBY HCTOPHOTpachUdecKux
UCTOYHUKOB, OblA norpebeH EpBaHp ApIUakup IO IIPUKa3y napst ApTalleca:
"IIOXOPOHUTH C HaATPOOHBIMM IaMaTHMKaMM'. CTera — HAATPOOHBIN IIaMsIT-
HUK — OBIAa IIOCTpoeHa B 364 I., YTO SBASETCS AQTOM akTa norpebeHus.
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THE ARCHITECTURAL COMPLEX OF THE VILLAGE OF AKHTSK
VAHAGN GRIGORYAN
Summary

A viewpoint dominates in the studies on the architecture and sculptural reliefs of Armenia
that the temple, mausoleum and stela in the complex of Akhtsk are structures of Christian period.
The mausoleum is unreservedly thought to belong to the Arsacid kings and to have been built in
364, and this assertion is presented as a historical fact. In the evidences by Pavstos Buzand and
Movses Khorenatsi, the only historians who mentioned the burial of the Arsacid kings, nothing is
said about a mausoleum being built at Akhtsk. Thus, the accepted viewpoint of attributing the
mausoleum to the Arsacids is rejected as a groundless interpretation of historical evidence. In
connection with this, it is also disproved that the mausoleum was built in 364. The kings’ plun-
dered bones had been mixed up together, and burying them in one grave had involuntarily be-
come inevitable. However, the fact is that from the very beginning, the mausoleum attributed to
the Arsacids was envisaged and built with the purpose of having two separate graves. Thus, the
ground plan composition of the mausoleum at Akhtsk is more than sufficient to prove that it does
not belong to the Arsacid kings. The absence of any kingly iconographic plot or attribute, in its
turn, points to the fact that those buried in the mausoleum are not kings. Evidences by historians,
compositional peculiarities of the complex, as well as the examination of sculptural reliefs lead us
to the following conclusions:

e  The village of Akhtsk had been a renowned sanctuary as far back as heathen times. The
temple and the mausoleum were built in heathen times and were structures carried out
within a common plan and at the same period of time.

e In its ground plan, the temple resembles four-piered domed monuments, and it is not
excluded that from the very beginning and also after replacing wooden constructions
with stone, it had a dome and a cruciform roof.

e  Undoubtedly, the mausoleum belonged to a high-ranking and outstanding family.
Those buried there might be of the Arsacids, but they were not kings.

e The Arsacid kings are buried in the southern part of the mausoleum. The mixed up
bones were buried in one shared grave, and a stela was erected to commemorate the
kings. Just in the same way as, according to the only evidence in historiographic
sources, King Yervand Arsacid had been buried by the order of Artashes - “with burial
stele”. Thus, the stela was built in 364, which is the date of the burial.





