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prguih), bplers, 1963, £9 119:
ll_ RFJHLU"I{ 4mJl.uuuuuil[t I 4LLIJ QHLlUlﬂLFI.UJ[I Lfl.uu[til bplu.uil
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obmectBay, T. XXI. [Taruropck, 1899, c. 20.

* WU. loneH. Ucropuueckuii MaMATHUK COCTOSIHHS ApPMSHCKON 001acTd B
amoxy ee mpucoenuHeHus kK Poccwiickoit mmmepun. CII0., 1832, c. 420-421; U.
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HOBOHAWJIEHHAS CTEJIA «BUIIAII» HA CKJIOHAX
BOJIBILIOI'O MACHUCA 1 3HAYEHUE I'OPBI B PETMIOHAJIBHOM
KOHTEKCTE

APCEH BOBOXAH, CAAK TAPOHII

Peszmowme

Kurouesvie cnosa: Macuc, Meoup, Apanux, cmena «8uuany, apxeonocuyeckuil
KOHmeKcm, ucmopuyeckue OaHHbvle, N1e2eHObl, OPUEHMUp, CEAUeHHAs meppu-
Mmopus, UOEHMUUHOCD.

B urone 2015 r. Ha ceBepo-BOCTOUHBIX CKJIOHaX bompimoro Macuca, B paiio-
He Mexay roponoMm Uraplp u nepeBHeN ApanblK, B TOPHO-aJIBIIUHCKON 30HE,
JeXalluil B 3eMje B IOIYKIOHHOM COCTOSIHMH, Oblla OOHapy’keHa cTeia
«BHIIA ¢ U300pakeHneM ObIka, pasmepom npumepro 380 x 1120 x 60 cm. U3
CKOIUIEHUS] KaMHEH BOKPYI CTEIbl MOXHO MpPEINOJOXKUTb, UTO MaMATHUK
HAaXOJUTCS Ha CBOEM IEPBOHAYAJIBHOM MECTE, BEPOSITHO, Ha IIaTdopmMe/Kpom-
jexe.

B paiione ropst Macuc 10 3Toro He ObUTH OOHAPY>KEHBI CTEIIBI «BUIIATIOBY.
EnvHCTBEHHBIE HaHHBIE B 3TOM KOHTEKCTE OTHOCATCA K MHCATENO0 ATpIIETY,
KOTOPBIN YIIOMHUHAET «BHIIAIB» B pernoHe «Mankacap-Kumsmn 3maper (Boc-
KHCApCKOE CBSTHITHUIIE)», B BBICOKOTOpHOH 30HE y Top CuHak u [llumrana/3op,
(hakTHUECKH HEaIeKo OT HeAaBHO 00OHAPYKEHHOTO «BHIIAIIA).

«Bumany, HaliieHHbI! Ha ckioHax bonbmoro Macuca, eme pa3 CBU-
JIETENBbCTBYET O CUCTEME MPEJCTaBICHUI 00 3TO rope B apMsSHCKON TpaaHIIUH
Y YaCTHYHO y COCEJHUX HApOJO0B, B KOTOPOW OH CIY>KUT MECTOM IPO>KMBAHUS
repoeB-BHUILIANOB/APAKOHOB, BEIMKAHOB M HAPOJIOB MOKJIOHSAIOLIMXCS APaKOHAM,
U TZie MPOBOAMINCH NMpa3JHUKN BapmaBap. Apxeonornueckue AaHHBIE TOMOJ-
HSIOT BBILIETIPUBEACHHBIE MpejacTaBieHus. OTKpBITHE BHILANA COYETAeTCs C
HaJIMYMEM TMTaHTCKUX TPOOHHUI], OAlICHHBIX COOPYKCHMH M KaHajloB Ha Ma-
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CHCE, aHaJOr'M KOTOPBIX W3BECTHBI TaKXe W3 Jpyrux oOjacTtedl pacmpoc-
TpaHEHUS «BHIIIAIIOBY.

CumBonMyeckas CymHocTh Macrca, BOCCTAaHOBJICHHAS apXEOJIOTHIECKUMU,
MUCEMEHHBIMU U YCTHBIMH JTaHHBIMHU, HE CIIydailHa, TaK KakK dTa Topa SBISETCS
caMoOM BBICOKOU U caMOM MPUBIEKATEIBHON JOCTONPUMEUATENIbHOCThIO ApMSIHC-
KOTO Haropbsi M CaMbIM BaXHBIM (DaKTOpPOM B CO3IaHWH JIOKAJTHHOW MIICH-
TUYHOCTH.

Apcen boboxan — K. u. H., 6edywull HAyuHbll COMPYOHUK OmMOend paHHell
apxeonoeuu Apmenuu Huncmumyma apxeonoeuu u smuoepagpuu HAH PA,
3amecmumens Oupekmopa hno Hayke. Hayunvle ummepecvl. MamepuanbHas u
0yxognas. Kytemypa pauHux oowjecms llepeoueti Azuu u ApMAHCKO20 HA2OPbA.
Aemop 3 monoepaguii u bonee 100 nayunvix cmametl.
arsenbobokhyan@yahoo.com

Caax Tapouyu — acnupanm xageopvl apxeonrocuu u 3mHocpa@uy ucmopuiec-
koeo gaxyromema EI'Y (nayunviii pykosooumens — 0. u. H. Ak Asemucan).
Hayunvie unmepecwl. apxeonozus ApMAHCKO20 HA20pbs, YPAPMCKAA YUBUIU-
3ayus, bpoH3oevle nosca, mughonozus. Asmop 6 cmameii. saaktaro@gmail.com

“VISHAP” STELA RECENTLY DISCOVERED ON THE SLOPES OF
GREATER MASIS AND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MOUNTAIN IN
REGIONAL CONTEXT

ARSEN BOBOKHYAN, SAAK TARONTSI
Summary

Key words: Masis, Igdir, Aralik, “vishap” stela, archaeological context,
historical data, legends, landmark, sacred space, identity.

In 2015, on the northeastern slopes of Greater Masis, in the area between the
city of Igdir and the village of Aralik, in the mountainous alpine zone, lying in
the ground in a half-inclined position, a “vishap” stela was discovered with a
bull image, measuring approximately 380 x 1120 x 60 cm. From clusters of
stones around the stela, it can be assumed that the monument is in its original
place, probably on the platform/cromlech.

In the area of Mount Masis “vishap” stelac have never been discovered
before. The only data in this regard relates to writer Atrpet, who mentions them
in the region “Mankasar-Kizil Ziaret (Voskisar sanctuary)”, in the highlands
near the Sinak and Shishtapa/Zor mountains, actually not far from the recently
discovered “vishap”.

The “vishap” found on the slopes of Greater Masis, once again testifies to the
system of ideas concerning this mountain by the Armenian and partially by the
neighboring peoples, in which it serves as a kind of residence for vishap/dragon
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heroes, giants and peoples worshiping dragons, and where the Vardavar holidays
were held. Archaeological data supplement the mentioned image. The fact of
presence of the “vishap” on Masis is combined with the evidence towards giant
tombs, tower structures and canals on the mountain, analogues of which are
known also from other areas of the “vishap” distribution.

The symbolic nature of Masis, restored through combination of archaeological,
historical and oral data, is not accidental, since this mountain is the highest and
the most attractive landmark of the Armenian Highland and the most important
factor in creating of local identities.
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