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# Apmano-pycckue omuowenus ¢ nepgoti mpemu XVIII ¢exa, . 11, u. 11, c. 57.
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ARTAK MAGHALYAN

THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE PROTOCOLS
OF THE “SECRET COUNCIL” OF GANDZASAR IN 1714

Keywords: Apres Beknazaryants, Makar Barkhudaryants, Raffi, “The
Secret of Karabakh”, The Meligdoms of Artsakh, Gandzasar,
literary forgery, fake document.

In 1886, in Saint-Petersburg, a book called The Secret of Karabakh was pub-
lished under the authorship of Apres Beknazaryants. However, the actual author of
the book was Bishop Makar Barkhudaryants. Soon after its publication, the book

2 Pudbh, Fuguiipp lupumpunp, by 114-115;
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became a target of harsh criticism, by Raffi and Leo, for obvious factual errors and
inventions. The two historians proved that The Secret of Karabakh was nothing but
a fabrication.

130 years have passed after the publication of The Secret of Karabakh, but
certain excogitations of this book continue tempting some researchers. This partic-
ularly regards the protocols of the so-called “Secret Council” of Gandzasar in
1714, which reached us only through the above-mentioned book. The present study
discusses those protocols.

Our analysis has revealed that three of the five meligs, who allegedly signed
the protocols, were not ruling at the time of the Council and, therefore, could not
have signed any documents that year. As for the two other meligs, the coincidences
are accidental. The content of the protocols is the best proof of fabrication. The
actual author had rather a vague idea of the rights and duties of the Armenian
meligs of Artsakh (Karabakh). Obviously, the protocols were created much later
than the alleged time of their composition; they are not first-hand records of an
agreement but reflect bygone events. In the meantime, our study does not question
the very fact of melig councils but just proves that those particular protocols are a
later forgery.

The actual author is a patriot priest who learned lessons from history and,
drawing conclusions from the tragedy of the meligdoms of Artsakh, retrospectively
invented the Gandzasar canons. It becomes clear that the same person, Bishop
Makar Barkhudaryants, wrote both the protocols and the book entitled The Secret
of Karabakh.

APTAK MAT AJISAH

K BOITPOCY O JOCTOBEPHOCTH IMPOTOKOJIOB
TAH/JI3ACAPCKOI'O “TAHHOI'O COBPAHUSA” 1714 T.

KaioueBnie cioBa:  Anpec bexnazapsian, Maxkap bapxynapsau, Paddu, “Taiina
Kapabaxa”, menukcrBa Apuaxa, ['anmzacap, naureparypHas
¢anbcupuKanms, HeleHCTBUTENbHBIN TOKYMEHT.

B 1886 r. B Cankr-IlerepOypre 3a aBTopcTBoM Amnpeca beknaszapsiHLa BbI-
e B CBET TPy moj Ha3BaHueM ‘‘Taiima KapabGaxa”, aBTOpOM KOTOpPOTO B JCH-
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CTBHUTENBHOCTH ObUT enuckon Makap bapxynapsHu. Bckope ¢ pe3koil KpUTHKOI
rpyOBIX (paKTUYECKHUX OMIMOOK U BBIMBICIOB, OTPAXKECHHBIX B 3TOW KHUIE, BBICTY-
mwin Paddu u Jleo, koTopeie co Bcell yOenuTenbHOCTBIO JToKas3anu, yTo “TaiiHa
Kapabaxa” He uT0 MHOe, KaKk TUTepaTypHas (pambcruduKars.

[pomuto 130 ner co nus w3nanus “Taiinel Kapabaxa”, oHaKO psij BEIMBIC-
JIOB, HAILIEALIMX MECTO B 3TOW KHUIE, INPOJOJDKACT MCKYLIATh HEKOTOPBIX HCCIe-
nosateneil. Cka3aHHOE B MEPBYIO 0Yepeb OTHOCHTCS K MPOTOKOJIaM TaK Ha3bIBae-
moro ["arn3acapckoro “raitHoro coopanus” 1714 r., momemmuM 10 HAC JIAIIH MO-
CPEACTBOM BBILICYIIOMSIHYTOH KHUTH, U3YYEHHUIO JOCTOBEPHOCTH KOTOPBIX H TIO-
CBSIILIEHO J1aHHAS CTATHI.

HUccnenoBanue mokasano, 4YTO U3 MATH MEJIUKOB, SIKOOBI MTOAMUCABIINX JaH-
HBIE IIPOTOKOJIBI, TPOE HE MPABMUIM B YKa3aHHOE BpPEeMs U, CJIEOBATEIbHO, HE MOT-
JIM TIOJIIMCATh JOKYMEHTHI B YKa3aHHOM TOJy; a B Cilydae JBYX JOPYTHX MEIHKOB,
COBIAJACHUS HOCAT CIy4YalHBIA XapakTep.

OnHako HUYTO HE MOXKET Oojiee YOeTUTENbHO JOKa3aTh HEAOCTOBEPHOCTD
3THX MPOTOKOJIOB, YEM UX COJAEp)KaHHE. AHAIU3 COIEPKaHMS MPOTOKOJIOB yKa3bl-
BaeT Ha TO, YTO MX JCHCTBHUTEIBHBIA aBTOP MMEN BEChbMa CMYTHBIE MPECTABICHHS
0 IpaBax M O0S3aHHOCTAX APMIHCKHUX MENHMKOB Apnaxa. Takum oOpas3om, craHo-
BUTCSI OYEBHTHBIM, YTO 3TH MPOTOKOJBI OBUIM CO3aHbl 3HAUYUTEIIHHO MO3KE, MPH-
MUCHIBAEMOTO UM BPEMEHH, 1 HE CBHICTEIbCTBYIOT O PEaJIbHBIX JOTOBOPEHHOCTSIX,
HO JIMIIb OTPAXKaIOT JIABHO UMEBIIIME MecTo coObiThsi. BMecTe ¢ Tem, uccienoa-
HHUE He OIpoBepraer caM (HakT MEIMKCKUX COOpaHMi, a JIMIIb JOKa3bIBacT HEIeH-
CTBHTEJILHOCTh CAMUX TPOTOKOJIOB.

JlelicTBUTENBbHBIM aBTOPOM YKa3aHHBIX MPOTOKOJIOB SIBISETCS MAaTPHOTHYE-
CKH HACTPOCHHBIN CBSIICHHHUK, YCBOUBIIUN YPOKH UCTOPHH U CIIENIABIINAN BBIBOJIBI
U3 TpareJuy apluaxcKUX MEIMKCTB M 3aJHUM YHUCIOM co3laBiuuii ['annzacapckue
KaHOHBI. CTaHOBHUTCS OYEBHJHBIM, YTO JEHCTBUTEIBHBIM aBTOPOM IMPOTOKOJIOB
l'angzacapckoro “raitHoro cobpanus” 1714 r. sBiseTCs HUKTO MHOW, Kak aBTOP
“Taitapl Kapabaxa” — enrckon Maxkap bapxymapsai.



