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LUSINE MARGARYAN

THE ETYMOLOGY OF THE TOPONYMS
“ARTS‘AKH” AND “KARABAKH”

Kiarwuesnie ciioBa:  Toponym, etymology, Arts‘akh, Karabakh, Large garden,
calque, historical and social-political realities.

The etymology of the toponyms Arts‘akh and Karabakh has been and remains



a subject of discussion among specialists in linguistics and toponymy. There exist
many hypotheses.

All interpretations of the toponym Arts‘akh stress some geographical
description: mountainous terrain, vineyard, forest area or fields. Today, thousands of
years later, all these descriptions are characteristic of Arts‘akh. We tend to believe
that viticulture was most important for Arts‘akh. Accordingly, the analysis of the
components o /vo /rts ‘ and akh can be considered as a possible interpretation of the
toponym. This is also confirmed by the etymology of the toponym Karabakh as the
calque of the word “Arts‘akh” with the probable meaning “Large garden”.

The interpretation of the toponym Karabakh as a black garden or a large
garden should not be done solely based on the material meaning of these words. The
study of historical and social-political realities as well as the alienation of Armenian
toponyms suggest that Karabakh is a calque of Arts‘akh as a result of the identical
perception of geographical realities. For the toponym in popular thinking would not
have been so socialized if there hadn’t been “real” and “close” translation of the
denominations of the surrounding world. Therefore, we believe that Arts‘akh-
Karabakh must be analyzed in one semantic field.

JYCHUHD MAPKAPAH

K BOITPOCAM 3TUMOJIOI'MH TOITIOHUMOB
APIIAX 1 KAPABAX

Kiaruesnie ciioBa:  TomonuM, 3tumororus, Apnax, Kapabax, 6onbIioi can, dep-
HBII CaJl, KaJlbKa, ICTOPHYCCKHUE U COIUATLHO-TTOTUTUICCKHC
peayuu.

OtuMmornorusi Ha3BaHuH “Apmax” u “Kapabax” Oblta U OCTaeTcsl MPEeIMETOM
00CYXIEHHI Cpe/in CTIELUAICTOB MO JIMHIBUCTHKE U TOIOHUMUKE.

Bo Bcex koMMeHTapusAX K Ha3BaHUIO “Apiiax’ 3a OCHOBY OepeTcs Kakoe-Iu0o
reorpaduyeckoe OmMCcaHWE: BHUHOTPAAHBIA Caja, TOpHAash MECTHOCTb, JIeCHAs
MECTHOCTB, 1oJ1s. Cero/iHs, ThICAYH JIET CIIYCTsl, BCE 3TH OIMCAHUS XapaKTEpPHBI IS
Apriaxa. Mbl CKIIOHHBI CUNTATh, YTO TJIABHBIM /I ApIriaxa ObLI0 BHHOTPAIapCTBO.
COOTBETCTBEHHO, TONOHUM “Apuax” MOXHO HHTEPIPETHPOBATH IMOCPEICTBOM
aHajM3a KOMIIOHEHTOB 0/60/pmc W ax. DTOT BBIBOJ TaKKe IOATBEPKAACTCS
aTUMOJIorHel TononnMa “Kapabax” kak KaJbku cjioBa “Apiax” B 3HaueHUH “BoJib-
mow cax’”.
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Haszpanwue “Kapabax” He cieyeT WHTEPIPETUPOBATh KaK “depHbIA can’ Wiu
“OONBITION cax”’, UCKIIOYUTEIIEHO ONMMPAsCh Ha MAaTePUATBHBIN CMBICI 3THX CIIOB.
W3ydyeHrne MCTOPUYECKUX M COLMANBHO-TIONIMTUYECKUX pealnii, a Takxke (aKThl
OTUYKICHHSI apMSHCKHX TOIIOHMMOB MO3BOJISIOT HPEAINONOXKHUTh, YTO TOMOHHM
“Kapabax” — 93T0 kampka “Apraxa”’, BBI3BaHHAS HICHTUYHBIM BOCIPHUATHEM
reorpaduyeckux peanuii. B mpoTuBHOM ciy4ae TOIIOHUM B HApPOAHOM MBIIUICHUH
He ObLI OBl CTOJIb COLMAIN3UPOBAH, €CITU Obl HE IEHCTBUTENBHBIN U “OMU3KUI” Te-
peBOJl HAMMEHOBaHUH OKpyXkatroiiero Mmupa. [loatomy Mbl cuuraem, 4to “Apnax-
Kapabax” Heo0XxoanMo aHaIM3UPOBAThH B OTHOM CMBICJIOBOM MOJIE.



