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KARINE MOSIKYAN

MEDIEVAL ARMENIAN COMMENTARIES ON NEMESIUS
OF EMESA’S ON THE NATURE OF MAN

Keywords: Nemesius of Emesa, nature, commentary, analysis, Step‘anos
Siwnets‘i, Grigor Skevrats‘i.

Medieval Armenian literature is rich in commentaries on philosophical works.
There exist several Armenian commentaries on On the Nature of Man by the Greek
philosopher Nemesius of Emesa. The extant commentaries are the following: 1.
Commentary on the Book of Nature, 2. Analysis of the Book of Nature, 3. Ms
M621, bearing the general title Book of Causes and Analyses, contains two differ-
ent commentaries: Analysis of the Commentary on the Book of Nature and Com-
mentary on the Book of Nature. The last two writings are different from the first
and the second. The manuscripts which contain Nemesius’ work often have short
marginal explanations and notes. Scholars (Garegin Zarbhanalean, Ghewond
Alishan, At‘anés Tiroyean) have attributed some of them to Grigor Skevrats‘i.
Nothing is known about the authors of the other commentaries but the historian of
medicine Levon Hovhannisyan is sure they are original Armenian works, since
there is no mention of commentaries on the Book of Nature in the Greek sources.
The author of this article has made an attempt to collect and analyze all the existent
data and suppositions, as well as to offer new hypotheses.
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KAPUHE MOCHKSH

CPEJHEBEKOBBIE APMAHCKHUE KOMMEHTAPUU K COYMHEHUIO
HEMECHSA EMECCKOTI'O O IIPHPO/IE YE/IOBEKA

KuoueBble ciioBa:  Hemecuii Emecckuii, nmpuposa, kKoMMeHTapuid, ananu3, Cte-
na”oc CroHeny, ['eBopr CkeBparu.

B apMsHCKOI cpeaHEBEKOBOM JIUTEpaType YacTO BCTPEUYAIOTCA KOMMEHTApUU
¢unocodckux counnennit. [lponsseaenne rpeyeckoro ¢punocoda Hemecus O npu-
pooe uenosexa apMsIHCKUE aBTOPHI TOJIKOBAIM He pa3. Jlo HAaC JOILIM CeayroLye
koMmMmeHTapuu: 1. “TonkoBaHue Ha KHUTY O mpupozae”; 2. “AHanu3 KHUTH O MpHU-
poxe”; 3. JIa pa3HbIX KOMMEHTapus AOLUIMA A0 Hac B pykonucu M 621, Hocsmeil
oOmuit 3aronoBok “KHura npuumH v aHanuza”: “AHalii3 TOJKOBaHUS KHUTU O
npupone” u “TonkoBaHHe Ha KHUTY O npupozae”. OHM OTIIMYAIOTCS OT MEPBOTO U
BTOpOro cournHeHus. Ha momsax pykomnuceii, cogepxamux “O mpupone 4enoBeka’,
BCTPEUAIOTCSl TaKXKe KpaTKhe 3aMEeTKH U TosicHeHus. HekoTopele Takue 3ammcu
¢wunonoru (I'aperun 3apOanainss, ['eBonn Anuman u Atanac TUposiH) NpUITUCHI-
Banu ['puroputo CkeBpauu. O6 aBTOpax OCTalIbHBIX KOMMEHTApHEB HUYETO HE W3-
BECTHO, OJIHAKO UCTOPHK MenuiuHbl JleBoH OranecsH yTBep:KIaeT, 4YTO OHU Halu-
CaHbl Ha aPMSHCKOM MOYBE, TaK KaK B 'PEYECKUX MCTOUYHHUKAX HET YIOMHUHAHUI O
KOMMEHTapusxX Ha KHUTY «O mpupozae».

B cratee caenana mombITKa coOpaTh BOEIWHO M TPOAHANM3UPOBATH BCE
HaJINYHBIE (PaKThl U MPEATIONOKEHHUS, IPEIOKUTH HOBBIE THITOTE3bI.



