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MELANYA BALAYAN

AZERBAIJAN’S POLICY AGAINST THE ARMENIAN
APOSTHOLIC CHURCH IN NKAO (1920-1930s)
AND ITS CONSEQUENCES

Keywords: Karabakh, Armenia, Soviet, national, clergy, church, Apo-
stolic, ideology, Azerbaijan, policy.

The policy of atheism, adopted by the Communist Party in the Soviet era,
manifested itself in a rather different manner and scope in NKAO and other
Armenian-populated areas intentionally annexed to Soviet Azerbaijan. Religious
persecutions were perpetrated exclusively against the Christian clergy, churches and
other Christian monuments were destroyed. This was carried out by the direct order
of the Communist Party of Azerbaijan and under its supervision. In many places,
Muslim monuments exist to this day while Christian ones have mostly disappeared.
This clearly indicates that “atheism” was merely a pretext for realizing the policy of
Turkey aimed at the final appropriation of captured Armenian territories.
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MEJIAHA BAJTASH

MOJIMTUKA ABEPBAMI)KAHA B OTHOIIEHUA
APMSIHCKOM AIIOCTOJIbCKOM LIEPKBU
HKAO (1920-1930-bIE I'T.) U EE IIOCJIEJICTBUS

KiarwueBnle ciioBa:  Kapabax, ApMeHUs, COBETCKUM, HAIMOHAIBHBINA, allOCTONb-
CKHUH, TyXOBEHCTBO, IIEPKOBh, A3epOaiikaH, HICOIOTUs, 10~
JINTHKA.

[Monutuka atensma, npunaras KoMMyHUCTHUECKON apTUel B COBETCKUM Ie-
pUoa, UMeNa pa3Hble MacIITabbl U MPOSBICHUS BO BKJIIOYEHHOW B COCTaB COBET-
ckoro AzepOaitmxana HKAO m B mpyrux HaceJIeHHBIX apMSHAMH HaCEIECHHHBIX
ITyHKTaX, IeJICHANPaBICHHO aHHEKCUPOBaHHBIX A3epOaiimkanoM. Penurunoszneie
MIPECIIEeIOBAHUS U Pa3pYIICHU 3MaHUHI TyXOBHOTO 3HAYCHUS IPUMEHSIIUCH UCKITIO-
YUTENBHO TI0 OTHOIIECHHUIO K XPUCTHAHCKOMY TyXOBEHCTBY M XPHUCTHAHCKUM ITaMSIT-
HUKaM. Bce 3T0 HCIONHSIOCH 10 MTpHUKa3y KoMIapTuu A3epOalikaHa v Herocpe-
CTBEHHO I0J] €€ KOHTPOJIeM. B yImoMsSHYTBIX MECTax IO Cei AeHb CTOSIT MyCyJIbMaH-
CKHE TaMATHHKH, B TO BpeMs KaK OCHOBHas YacTh XPHUCTHAHCKHX OBLIa pa3py-
meHa. Bce 3To 4eTKo CBHIETENBCTBYET O TOM, YTO “‘aTen3M’’ ObLT BCETo JIMIIb MPEJ-
JIOTOM Ha ITyTH TYPELKOTO TUIaHa 0 MPHUCBOEHUIO 3aXBAYCHHBIX aPMSIHCKUX 3E6MEITb.



