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9 Sku A. Avagyan, Die armenische Athanasius. Uberlieferung das auf Armenisch unter
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REV. FR. SHAHE ANANYAN

THE APOCRYPHAL NARRATIVE ON THE HEALING OF THE PARALYTIC
(JOHN 5: 1-15) IN THE BOOK OF LAMENTATIONS BY ST. GRIGOR
NAREKATS‘I

Keywords: St. Gregory of Narek, Book of Lamentations, apocryphal nar-
rative, Gospel according to John, paralytic, healing.

The author supposes that in Chapters 14 and 68 of the Book of Lamentations,
St. Grigor Narekats‘i has used the apocryphon on the healing of the paralytic (John
5:1-15) narrated by St. Ephrem the Syrian in his Prayerbook. Starting from the 18"
century, some commentators on the Book of Lamentations referred to works by St.
Ephrem the Syrian, St. John Chrysostom, and St. Athanasius of Alexandria as pos-
sible sources of Narekats‘i. However, in none of those works was this apocryphal
narrative used for commenting on John 5:1-15. The only evidence of such use is
attested in the commentary on this Gospel by Theodore of Mopsuestia, which
could not have been known to Narekats‘i. Therefore, the author assumes that an-
other writing could have served as a source for the apocryphal story in the Book of
Lamentations, namely, Chapter 13 of the Prayerbook by St. Ephrem the Syrian
surviving only in Armenian version. Together with other commentaries and works
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by St. Ephrem the Syrian, the Prayerbook was well known in the monasteries of
Armenia in the 9%-10™ cc. It is then not accidental that Chapter 13 of the Prayer-
book was utilized in the Book of Lamentations as a special tool for the theological
interpretation of John 5:1-15.

O. ITAD AHAHSAH

ATIIOKPU® Ob UCHEJIEHUU PACCJIABJIEHHOT'O (MO. 5:1-15) B KHUT'E
CKOPBHBIX IIECHOITEHHH CB. TPUTOPA HAPEKAIIU

KuaroueBnle ciioBa:  Cs. ['purop Hapekaiu, Kunuea Crkopbuwix Ilecnonenuil, ano-
kpud, EBanrenue ot MoanHa, paccinaOlieHHBIN, HCLIEIECHHE.

ABTOp mpenrionaraet, 9to B 14-oif u 68-0if rmaBax Kuueu ckopOHbIX necHone-
Huti C. ['purop Hapekanu ucronb3oBai anokpug o0 UCILEICHUN pacciabIeHHOTO
(Mo. 5:1-15), uznoxeHHbli B apMsHCKOM riepeBosie Monrumeennuxa CB. EQpema
Cupuna. Haumnas ¢ XVIII Beka, ornenbHble KOMMEHTAaTopel KHueu ckopOHbix
necronenuli CChUIAMCH Ha npousBeneHus cB. Eppema Cupuna, CB. Moanna 3ma-
Toycrta, CB. Adanacusa AnekcaHAPUICKOro Kak Ha BO3MOXHBIM ncTouHUK Hapeka-
y. OIHaKO HU B OAHOM M3 3TUX NMPOU3BEACHUI 3TOT alOKpU(UUECKUH CIOKET He
WCIIONIb30BaH B KoMMeHTapusax k Mo. 5:1-15. EnuHCTBeHHBIN ciydail ero ucroib-
30BaHMS 3aCBUAETEILCTBOBAH B KOMMeHTapuu Ha 310 EBanrenue ®eomopa Morm-
cyectckoro. Mckirouass BO3MOXKHOCTh 3HaKoMmcTBa ['puropa Hapekamu c stum
KOMMEHTapHeM, aBTOp MpeAjiaracT paccMaTphBaTh B KadyeCTBE WCTOYHHUKA IS
anokpuduyeckoro MotuBa B Kuuee ckoponvix necnonenuui 13-1o rmaBy Moaum-
sennuxa CB. Edpema CupuHa, COXpaHMBIIErOCs TOJIBKO B apMSHCKOW BEPCHH.
Monumegennux, Hapsay ¢ IPYTMMU KOMMEHTApHsIMU U COYMHEHHsMU cB. Edpema
CupuHa, OBIJT XOpOILIO M3BECTEH B MOHACTHIPAX Apmenuu B IX-X BB., u He ciy-
YaiiHo, uTo riaBa 13 Moaumeennuxa Oblna npuMeHeHa B KHuee ckopOHbix necho-
nenuuli Kak 0coObIi HHCTPYMEHT Jis OOrOCIIOBCKOro ToskoBanus Ho. 5:1-15.



