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KNOWLEDGE OF THE GLOBE IN ARMENIA BEFORE
THE 13™ CENTURY: YOVHANNES ERZNKATS‘I

Keywords: Astronomy, Aristotle, Ptolemy, Arab science, Eznik Kogh-
bats‘i, Anania Shirakats‘i, Yovhannés Erznkats‘i, On the heav-
enly bodies

Before the 14™ century, when the conception of the globe as a celestial body
began to spread and the idea about the difference between the earth and other heav-
enly bodies was refuted, the theory of celestial bodies revolving around a motionless
earth was prevalent.

The texts concerning natural sciences preserved in Armenian manuscripts are
mostly translations from Greek and Syriac, in which Armenian philosophers and
translators looked for ways of reconciling the bases of Christian ideology with clas-
sical science. Before the 13" century, Eznik Koghbats‘i, Eghishe, David the Invin-
cible, Anania Shirakats‘i, Yovhann&s Sarkawag and Yovhannes Erznkats‘i were
among them.

Astronomical knowledge studied at European universities was also presented in
the context of Greek science and Christian ideology.

In the works of Anania Shirakats‘i and his followers, up to Grigor Tat‘ewats‘i
and Yakob Ghrimets‘i (14™—15" centuries), the knowledge of natural sciences and
cosmology was combined with the theory of calendar, which was very important for
the Church.

The work On the Heavenly Bodies by Yovhanngs Erznkats‘i differs from others
in that it is not related to the calendar theory. This is a textbook on cosmology, the
purpose of which was to introduce the generally accepted scientific explanations to
his contemporaries.
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JIAKYJIBETTA DUHATSH

IO3HAHUA APMSAH O 3BEMHOM HIAPE 1O XIII BEKA:
OBAHEC EP3HKALIN

KaioueBsie cioBa:  ActpoHomusi, Apucrotens, [ITonemeii, apabckast Hayka, Ez-
wuk Kox6anu, Ananus [llupakanu, OBanec Ep3ukanu, mosma
“O HeOeCHBI CBeTHIAX.”

Jo XIV Beka, korma Bo3001a1a10 MOHATHE O 3¢MHOM IMape Kak 0 HeOecHOM
Tese ¥ ObUIO OMPOBEPTHYTO MPEJCTABICHUE O PA3HUIIE MEXKIY 3eMIIeH U APYTUMHU
HeOeCcHBIMH TelaMu, ObITOBajIa TEOPHsI O HEOECHBIX TeslaX, BPALIAIOIIMXCs 110 KPY-
TOBBIM KOHIIEHTPUYECKHM OpOUTaM BOKPYT HETIOJBHKHOW 3€MITH.

CBeneHus 0 €CTECTBO3HAHUU, COXPAHUBIIHUECS B ApMIHCKUX PYKOIHUCAX, 3aUM-
CTBOBAHBI U3 IPEUECKUX U CUPUMCKUX COUMHEHUN, B KOTOPHIX apMIHCKUE TIEPEBO/I-
YUKH ¥ GUIOCO(dBI HCKATU Ty TH IPUMHUPEHUST OCHOB XPUCTHAHCKOM BEPHI C aHTHY-
Hoit Hayko#. Jlo XIII Beka aTum 3annmanuck E3nuk Kox6anu, Erume, JlaBug Heno-
Ooenumbrii, Ananus [upakanm, OBanec Capkapar, OBanec Ep3Hkany.

ACTpOHOMUYECKHE MO3HAHUS, U3ydaeMble B E€BPONEUCKUX YHHBEPCHUTETaX,
TaK)Ke MPeICTABISUIUCh B KOHTECKTE IPeUeCKO HAYKU U XPUCTUAHCKON UICOIOTUH.

B tpynax A. Hlupakanu u ero nocienosaresneil, BIuioTs 1o ['puropa TareBanu
n Axomna Kpemvern (XIV-XV BB.), €CTECTECTBEHHOHAYYHBIC W KOCMOJIOTHIECKUC
MO3HAHUS COBMEIIAINCH C OYEHb BaXKHBIMHU ISl IEPKBU BOIIPOCAMHU TEOPUU KaJICH-
naps.

Tpyx “O nebecupix cBeTmiax’” OBaHeca Ep3HKanm oTiardaeTcs OT APYyTUX TEM,
YTO HE CBS3aH C 3TUMH BONPOCAMH. DTO YUEOHHUK 110 KOCMOJIOTHH, LIETbI0 KOTOPOTO
ObL10 TPHOOIIEHNE COBPEMEHHUKOB K OOIIEIPUHSITHIM HAYYHBIM TEOPHUSIM.



