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KRISTINE KOSTIKYAN, HAYKAZ GEVORGYAN
THE RECENTLY DISCOVERED DECREES OF SAFAVID SHAHS IN
MATENADARAN’S ARCHIVE OF THE CATHOLICOSATE

N

x

Key words: Safavid, shah, decree, document, catholicos, Muslim,
Christian, monastery.

The article discusses the four Safavid decrees discovered during our study
of the 755 Persian documents in Matenadaran’s Archive of the Catholicosate,
which were unknown and not described in any catalogue up to now. The
contents of the decrees show their close ties with the decrees and other
documents already published by A. Papazyan. Those four documents had
remained unknown to him and not included in the two volumes of the Persian
Decrees of Matenadaran (vols. 1-2, Yerevan, 1956, 1959). This article contains
the Persian texts of those decrees by the Safavid Shahs Tahmasb I, Ismail 11, and
‘Abbas II, and their Armenian translations. Our study of the decrees has revealed
new details in the relationship of Armenian clergymen with the Safavid
authorities and a method to protect the property of Dhimmis from the
pretensions of heirs who had adopted Islam. It is reflected in the decree of Shah
‘Abbas II, which confirms a resolution (ss®) of Muslim high clergymen.
According to the decree and fetva, Muslim heirs had no right upon the property
of Dhimmis, if the property had been acquired through donation (4).



KPUCTUHE KOCTHUKSIH, AMNKA3 TEBOPTSIH
HOBBIE YKA3bI CE®OEBUJICKUX IAXOB, OGHAPYKEHHBIE B
KATOJIMKOCCKOM APXUBE MATEHAJIAPAHA

Kurouesbie cioBa: CedeBUacKuid, max, ykas, JOKYMEHT, KaTOJH-
KOC, MyCYJbMaHHH, XPUCTHAHUH, MOHACTHIPb.

Crarbs MOCBAIIEHA UCTOYHIUKOBETUECKOMY aHanu3y 4etbipex Cede-
BUJICKUX YKa30B, BBISIBJICHHBIX B XO0JI€ U3YUCHHUS 799 MEPCUACKUX JOKY-
MEHTOB KaTOJIMKOCCKOTo apxuBa MareHanapaHa, 10 HACTOSIIErO Bpe-
MEHU HEM3BECTHBIX M HE OMMCAaHHBIX B KaTanorax apxuBa. CojaepikaHue
JAHHBIX YKa30B IMOKA3bIBACT, YTO, XOTSI OHM TECHO CBS3aHBI C YKa3aMH U
OpYTMMHU JOKYMEHTaMHU, yxe ormyonukoBaHHbIMH A. [lama3stHoM, oHaKoO
He OBUIM M3BECTHBI €My M HE OBUIM HCITOJIb30BAHBI BO BPEMs COCTaBJIC-
HUSI COOPHHUKOB MEPBBIX ABYX TOMOB [lepcuockux ykazoe Mamenaoapa-
na (EpeBan 1956, 1959). B crathe npeacraBieHbl NEPCUICKUE TEKCTHI
Cedeuackux maxoB Taxmacna I, Mcmanna II u A66aca I, a Takxke ux
apMSIHCKHE TIEpeBOJbI. B pe3ynbTaTe MCCIEAOBAHUS BBISBICHBI HOBBIC
JIeTalli B3aUMOOTHOLIEHUI apMsHCKoro ayxoBeHcTBa ¢ CedeBUICKUMU
BIIACTSIMM M OJIMH W3 CIIOCOOOB 3aIIMTHI UMYIIECTBA 3UMMHEB OT IPH-
TA3aHUM HACTIEIHUKOB, MPUHSABIINX UCIaM, OTpaxxeHHbIE B yKasze [llaxa
AbbGaca II, moaTBepxmaromieM penieHne (5% MyCYJIbMaHCKOTO JTyXO-
BeHcTBa. CorjacHo yka3y U (eTBe, MPHUHSBIIME HCIIaM HACIEAHUKU HE
MMeEIU TIpaB Ha WMYIIECTBO, MEPEIISIIee 3MMMHIO BO BIAJACHUE TTyTeM
napeHus (4).



