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OVSANNA KESHISHYAN

THE NEW MANUSCRIPT FOLIOS (M 11219) ACQUIRED
BY MATENADARAN AS A UNIQUE EXAMPLE
OF ARMENIAN MINIATURE ART

Keywords: Newly discovered manuscript, miniature art of the 10"-11t
centuries, early period of the miniature painting of Vaspura-
kan, Archesh school, Berkri manuscripts, Arghun Khan, Mon-
gol rule, scenes from the life of Christ.

Nine folios of a Gospel have recently entered the Matenadaran collection and
have been registered under the number 11219; they are relics of an illustrated man-
uscript of unique artistic value and have never been studied. The date, place, scribe,
artist and commissioner are unknown. However, page 7v contains part of a colophon
and there is a marginal note of the same scribe (while the date is written by another
hand), which reads: “Uiqrwiply fw())ng wefuy benmd, fiq phaw()) yubkughu
pquu b judu fn whuwuwlbyh, B4, NQuw.” (“First Armenian King Arghun, keep
this as a gift for you at your unshakeable discretion, 681 [of Armenian Era = 1232]”).

The stylistic features of the miniatures, the accompanying notes, the primitive
manner of painting and a number of other characteristics remind us of the Vaspura-
kan book illumination. On the other hand, the illustration has some archaic features,
the poses and composition elements of the pictures are reminiscent of the early pe-
riod (10"-11" cc.) of Armenian miniature art. It continues the traditions and icono-
graphy of early eastern Christian art.

The Gospel was possibly copied in 1232 in Vaspurakan, a region where the old
Christian traditions of Armenian miniature were preserved better, but from where no
manuscript of the earlier period has reached us. Thus the nine folios, perhaps being
the oldest surviving manuscript fragments from Vaspurakan, are of exceptional
value.

In its turn, the mention of the Mongol King Arghun was added in the 1280’s in
Archesh, when Arghun Khan was ruling in the region. The close artistic parallels
with the Gospel of Archesh (M 4052), and the many references to Arghun in Archesh
confirm the assumption that the Gospel has close ties with the Archesh Miniature
School and in all probability was copied there.
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OBCAHHA KEIINIISIH

HOBOOBPETEHHBIE PYKOIIMCHBIE JIMCTBI
MATEHAJIAPAHA 11219 - YHUKAJIbHBIN
OBPA3EIl APMSAAHCKOW MUHUATIOPHI

KiroueBble ciioBa:  HeusyueHHas pykomnuch, MuHHaTiopa X-XI BB., MUHHATIOP-
Has 1IKoja Bacmypakana paHHero mnepuojaa, Apdernickas
mIKoja, pykomucu bepkpu, ApryH XaH, BIacTb MOHTOJIOB,
CLIEHBI U3 KU3HU XPHUCTA.

Henaeuo kosutekims MaTeHanapaHna monoiHwiach gpparmentom EBanremnws,
3apETUCTPUPOBAHHEIM IO HOMEepoM 11219; neBATH TUCTOB SBIISIOTCS YACTHIO WII-
JTIOCTPUPOBAHHON PYKOIUCH, HE M3YUYEHHOW W UMeEIoIell OOIBIION XyI0KECTBEH-
HBIA UHTEpec. Bpems, MecTo, nucen, XyJOXKHUK U 3aKa34HUK PYKOIIMCH HEU3BECTHBI.
OnuH 13 ucTOB (7V) COACPKUT YaCTh KOJNIO(GOHA, HATUCAHHOTO MUHYCKYJIOM (00-
JIOPTHPOM), U MaPTHHAIBHYIO 3aIHCh TOW K€ PYKOH (JaTra HamucaHa JPYTUM IIHC-
noM): “Uinrwiihl) hw(y)ng wrfwy bennid, fq phaw()) yuhbkughu pquu p judu
fn whuwuwbbkh, 4. NQu.” (“Bemukuil ApMsanckuil napb ApryH, COXpaHu 3T0
JUis ce0s1 Kak Jiap, o CBOEMY HEIIOKOJICOMMOMY YCMOTpeHHI0, 681 roJ1 [apMSHCKOTO
netoucuncienus = 1232]).

Crunuctndeckie 0cOOEHHOCTH MUHHATIOP, COMMYTCTBYIOIIHE HAITUCH, TIPUMH-
TUBHAs MaHepa M300paKeHUs U ps IPYTUX XapaKTePHBIX OCOOCHHOCTEH HAIIOMU-
HaIOT KHIDKHYI0 MUHHaTIOpy Bacnypakana. C npyroit cTOpoHBI, B WILTIOCTPALINAX
PYKOIIMCH 3aMETHO HCIOJB30BaHUE apXanyHBIX MOTHBOB, a O3Bl 1 KOMITO3UITHOH-
Hble 0COOEHHOCTH HAIIOMWHAIOT apMAHCKYI0 MHHUATIOPY paHHero mnepuoja (X—XI
BB.). OHa MpoxoKaeT TpaaulMKU U MKOHOTpaduyeckue o0pas3bl paHHEXPHUCTHAH-
CKOT'O MCKYCCTBa.

EBanrenme Oputo, BeposiTHO, ckomrpoBaHaHo B 1232 r., B Bacmypakawne, rie
Jy4ylle BCEro COXPAaHWINCh PAHHEXPUCTHAHCKUE TPAAULIMU apMSHCKOM MHHHA-
TIOPBI, HO OTKYJa 0 HaC He JOLIIO pyKomucel Oonee panHero neproaa. Takum o0-
pasoM, JEBATH JUCTOB — BEPOATHO CaMble paHHUE COXPAaHUBIIMECS 00pa3lbl W3
Bacmypakana — UMEIOT HCKITIOUUTENBHYIO IEHHOCTb.

YnoMmuHaHue 1apsi ApryHa, B CBOIO odepeb, 0bu10 J00aBneHo B 1280-b1x TO-
Jax, B Apuelle, KOrja B peruoHe MpaBuil XaH ApryH. Hanmnune Xyno)kecTBEHHBIX
napanensei ¢ apuenickum EBanrenuem (M 4052) nu MHOXKECTBO yIOMUHaHUNA Ap-
ryHa B Apdelie MOJATBEPKAAIOT MpPEANooXKeHune, 9To EBaHrenne mmeer TecHbIE
CBSI3HM C APYEHICKON IITKOJION MHHHUATIOPHI U, TI0 BCel BEPOATHOCTH, OBLIO CO3/IaHO
HMMEHHO 3/IECh.



