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Explanation of Symbols 

magnitude zero 

data wt available or too un=tain for pn:sentation 

• data are not published due to confidentiality requirements 

,.... person 

•c Degree Celllius 

D8ta _,... indicates the code of the respecti-ve Buro.tat table used (for example, 
[tec00114]) 

Bllrv/C euro is the official currency used in 19 Member States of the European 
Union. Since 1 Jauuary 2015, Buro is uaed in Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, 
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, mland, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxtmbourg, Malta, Netherlands, Portugal, Slovakia, 
Slownia, and Spain. 

EU-28 28 Member States of the European Union: Anstria (AT), Belgium (BE), 
Bulgaria (BG), Croatia (HR), Czech Republic (CZ), Cyprus (cY), 
Denm&Ik (DK), Estonia (EE), Finland (FI), France (FR), Germany (DE), 
Greece (EL), Hungary (HU), Ireland (lE), Italy {IT), Latvia (I. V), 
Lithuania (LT), Luxembourg (LU), Malta (MT), Netherlands (NL), 
Poland (PL), Portugal (PT), Romania (R.O), Slovskia (SK), Slownia (SI), 
Spain (ES), Sweden (SE), United Kingdom (UK) 

EUI"D-

GJ 

GWh 

h• 

GDP 

ICT 

IT 

km 

km' 

quintil• 

kWh 

m 

.... 
mm 

mln 

bin 

MW 

MWh 

MACE 

NATO 

CIS 

PJ 

Tl 

tkm 

th ... 

Statistical Office of the European Union 

gigajoule 

gigawatt hour 

hectare 

Gross Domestic Product 

information and communication technologies 

information teclmologies 

kilometre 

square kilometre 

one fifth (20 %) of the munber of surveyed houaeholds grouped in 
increasing sequence according to the disposable income per one 
houaehold member. 
kilowatt hour 

metre 

cubic metre 

mi11imctre 

million 

billion 

megawatt 

megawatt hour 

Statistical Classification of Economic Activities in the European 
Community 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 

Commonwealth of Independent States: Armenia (AM), Azerbaijan (AZ), 
Belarua (BY), Kazakhstan (KZ), Kyrgyzstan (KG), Moldova (MD), 
Ruasia (R.U), Tajikistan (TJ), Turkmenistan (TM), Ukraine (UA), 
Uzbekistan (UZ) 

petajoule 

ton 

terajoule 

ton-kilometre 

thousand 
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General Information 

Official name of the country 

Capital city 

Official language 

State system 

Indepeudence proclaimed 

Presidenl 

hrliamcnt 

Composition of Saeima 

Acceuion to NATO 

Accession to the European Union 

Territory 

Administrative territories 

Cities UDder atate jurisdiction 

Counties 

Towns 

Parishes (pagastJ} 

Key indicators 

Population (OD 01.01.2016) 

Population density per 1 km1 

Number ofhouaeholds 

Average size of household 

Employment rate 

Average net monthly wage 

Minimum wage 

Average monthly old-age penaion 

Unemployment rate 

Republic ofLatvis 

Riga (32 % of total population) 

Latvisn 

parliamtntaty republic 

OD 18.11.1918 (reston:d OD 04.05.1990) 

Raimonds V!jonis (since 08.07.2015) 

Saeima 

100 membera 

OD 29.03.2004 

OD 01.05.2004 

64.61bouland Jan2 

119 local governments 

9 (largeat - Riga) 

110 

In2015 

67 

497 

1 986.1 thousand 

31 persone 

823.3 thousand 

2.4 

62.0% 

603 euros 

360 euros 

273 euros 

9.9% 
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Administrative territorial division 

In line with the Law on Administrative Territories and Populated Areas, on 1 Jammry 2016 
in Latvia then: were 119 administrative territories - 9 cities under state jurudiction and 110 
counties. 

Statistical regions 

There are six statistical regions in Latvia: Riga, Piel'fga, Vidzeme, Kurzeme, Zemgale and 
Latgale. 
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1. Territorial Characteristics 

Territory of Latvia is ten times smaller than one of France, the larpt country of the 
European Union, slightly smaller than territory of the neigbboming country Lithuania, but 

1.4 times larger than territory of the other neighbour Estonia. Total border line of the country 
comprises 1.8 dwUBIII!d km, of which land border com~titutes 1.4 thousand. Latvi.a has land 
boll!ldary with Estonia (343 km), Russia (292 km), Belarus (171 km), and Lithuania 

(576 km), as well as maritime boll!ldary with Sweden, Lithuania and Estonia. 

Total territory ofLatvi.a comprises 64.6 thoUlland mr- 62.2 thoUlland km2 are occupied by 
land (30.4 thousaml km2 of fozesta ami 23.5 thoUlland mr of agricultmal uea), while 2.5 

thOUBIII!d Jmr are taken by iD1and waters. 

Latvi.a ia located in western part ofthe East European Plain; melting of glaciers has resulted 

in a relief rich in llliJDiicules and valleys filcilitating water accumulation in lowlands. Jn 

Latvi.a there are more than 12 thoUBIII!d riven with total length of 38 thoUBIII!d km. Gauja 

(452 km) and Daugava (1 005 km, 352 km of which numing within the territory of Latvi.a) 
are the longest rivers. While lakes larger than 1 ha account for 2.3 thousand. Lubins 
(80.7 mr) and Rima (57.6 mr) are the largest lakes, but Drldzis (65.1 m) is the deepest 
one. Tbe highest point of the country territory is located in Vidzetne Upland - 311.6 m 
above the sea level 

Climate 

Latvi.a is located in the temperate climate zone; weather conditiODll thereof are affected by 
adjacency to the Baltic Sea lll!d air masses of the Atlantic Ocean, thU8 main clwactcristics 

of the country are mild and humid climate and four distinct scas0m1. Annual average 
precipitation varies between 600 lll!d 700 mm. Jn 2015, mean air temperature in January, the 
coldest month of the winter, constituted -0.7•c that is 4.6•c above the long-term normal, 
whereas in August, the hottest month of the summer, it com~tituted + 17.9 •c that ia 2.2 •c 
over the normal. 

20 

15 

10 

5 

a 

-5 

-10 
- 2015 - normal 

Weather conditions in Riga 

HDI'mlll :2DJO 

Mean air tempel'llture, °C 6.9 6.9 

maximum 34.5 32.0 

minimum -34.9 -23.2 

Total precipitation, mm 706 860 

Number of days with precipitation 125 128 

Avel'llge relative humidity,% 79 79 

Hours of sunshine, h 1 758 1844 

:2tl14 

8.6 

33.0 

-16.5 

660 

94 

75 

2006 

:2DJ5 

8.9 

30.7 

-13.3 

502 

108 

77 

1969 
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2. Population 

Population decline has slowed down 

ProvisioiUJ.I estimates show that, lrt the beginning of 2016 Latvia population ~Woounted fur 
1 million 972 thousand people. The indicator is still declining- by 14.6 thousand persons 
in2015 (decrease mte oomprising 0.6% has fiillen slightly, as oompared to 0.8% in2014). 
Sillce 1991, oatuml increase in Latvia has been De!lJltive, and tbe number of deaths still 
exceeds the number of births. Population number decreases due to both negative lllltuml 
increase and long-tenn migrlrtion (with the mnnber of emignmts exceeding the number of 
immigranls). 

At the beginning of 2015, 67.9 % of Latvia population lived in urban areas, more than a 
thin! or 32% of which resided in Riga, where population density accounted fur 2 116 
persons per Jon2 (31 pers.lkm' on average in Latvia). 

lu indicated by the age structure statistics, like in the great majority of the European Union 
COIIDI:rie8, Latvia population is ageing. At the beginning of2015, out of1.986 million people, 
children {aged under 14) IWoounted fur 15.0 %, population at worldng age (aged 15~1)­
for 62.0 %, and people at retirement age (aged over 62) - fur 23.0 %. Since the beginning 
of2010, the number of population at working age has dropped by 10.3 %, the number of 
children has declined by 0.9 %, while the number of people at retirement age has grown by 
2.0%. 

In 2014, more marriages and less divorces registered 
Recent years indicate increase in tbe number of marriages concluded-ftom 9 290 maniages 
in 2010 to 12 515 marriages in 2014. During this period, mnnber of marriages per 1 000 
population grew 1.4 times (ftom 4.4 to 6.3). Out of the persons manied in 2014, 54% of 
ma1ea and 68% of females were aged under 29. Average age of males at the first marriage 
oomprised 31 years, while of females- 29 years. In 2014, average dmation of marriage in 
Latvia constituted 14 years- S years more than in 1990. 6 271 maniages were divorced in 
2014 -a drop ofl0.8% as compared to 2013. 

Birth rates are improving 

A slight rise in Latvian birth mtes has been registered already fur fuur years in a row. 21.7 
thousand babies were born in 2014. The avcmge age of mcther at childbirth has been 
gradually increasing. and in 2014 it a.ccounted fur 30 years ().7 years at the first childbirth). 
In 2000 corresponding indicators oomprised 27 and 24 years, respectively. More than a half 
of babies (56%) were born in filmilies that have registered their marriage officially. During 
8Q..ties, on average 85 % of children were born in registered marriages. 

In 2014, Latvian total rertiiity rate ('~ showing progress of the generation e&hange, 
accounted fur 1.6 and still lagged behind the level desired (2.1-2.2). In 2013, this rate in 
Europe totally comprised 1.6, and in many cowrtries it was eveo below the Latvian level. 

In 2014, mnnber of deaths constituted 28.5 thousand (in2013- 28.7 tb0UJ1and); average age 
of females at death accounted for 79 years, while of males - 68 years. During the last four 
years, infimt mortality (number of children passed away befure the first birthday thereof) 
has redw::ed by 31 %. In2014, the number of infant deaths per 1 000 live births comprised 
3.8 (in 2010- 5.6). 

These days people in Latvia live on average five years longer than in 1991, with life 
expectancy increasing gradually. However, males tend to live shorter life than females. In 
2014, average life expectancy of females accounted for79.5 years, while of males- for 69.3 
years 

Migration rates still high 

In 2014, 10.4 thousand people arrived to Latvia fur permanent residence ('),while 19.0 
thousand people moved to another country- 15.7% less than a year befure. The majority 
of persons emigrated were people at worldng age (83.4 %of the total number of emigrants). 

In 2014, 6.9 thousand young people (aged 15-29) emigrated ftom the country- 18.4 %less 
than in 2013. The number of emigrants at working age (aged 15~1) exceeded tbe number 
of immigrants at tbe same age 2 times. In 2014, 55.9% of immigrants came ftom tbe 

(') Avnplllll!lbor of<lilldron lhol-..ouldbobom to a......,. duriagh..-ll1l<!mop-oylded lheblrlh-oflhegl..., )Wl' 

rwmtiued at 1b J"'riow: t.n1. 

(') Time poriad of..., - "'1"'8"'. 
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European Union coUDtries. Large share (20 %) of immigrants came from Russia. Out of the 
total number of persons emigrating in 2014, 76% went to the European Union countries. 
Compared to 2013, in 2014 number of people emigrating to the European Union countries 
deaeased by 2 thousand or 12.4 %. Number ofpeopk> returning back: to Latvia from other 
European Union countries increased by l thousllld or 21 %. 

Resident population: number and density 

(at the beginning of the year) 

2010 

Population numbar 2120 504 

males 970 931 

females 1149 573 

Population density, pers. per 1 km2 33 

Population number in the capital 673 433 

Population density in the capital 2 215 

Population density at the beginning of 2015 

(persons per squan: kilometre) 

D :S1-<~ve:rqelnlmrta 

2015 

1 ea&IKH5 
911 207 

1 074 889 

31 

641 007 

2 109 

Changes In resident population and corrective factors thereof 

2D1D 2014 

Chllng .. , tDtal -458H -15 372 

Natural Increase -10 259 -6 720 

Net migration -35 640 -8 652 

Change pl!r 1 000 population -21.9 -7.7 

Age structure of resident population 

(at the beginning of the year) 

2010 2015 

Total I 2120 504 1 eaaiKH5 
0-14 years 300 294 297 720 
15-24 years 299 722 212 297 
25-49 years 736 717 681 427 
50-61 years 336 252 338 015 
62+ years 447 519 456 637 
Demographic burden 545 613 

Averase ase of e!!l!ulation, :~:ears 41.2 42.5 
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Population age and gender structure in 2000 and 2015 
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20 000 15 000 10 000 5 000 0 5 000 10 000 15 000 20 000 

Males In 2000 D Males In 2015 Females in 2000 D Females in 2015 

Change In resident population; 2000-2015 

(per cent) 

D -UtoO 

• -20to-14 

• -25to-l1 

• -30to-16 
• -3Bto-31 • -17--lnLIMII 

Demographic burden at the beginning of 2015 

• &U-averaplnl.atvLJ 
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Ethnic composition of papulation 

(at the beginning of the year) 
Jgft 21100 20JJ 20Jif 

Total, 'MI 100 100 100 100 
Latvlans 52.0 57.7 60.5 61.6 

Russians 34.0 29.6 26.8 25.8 

Belarusians 4.5 4.1 3.6 3.4 

Ukrainians 3.5 2.7 2.4 2.3 

Poles 2.3 2.5 2.3 2.1 

Other, lndudlng unspeclned 3.7 3.4 4.4 4.8 

Share of Latvians in total papulation at the beginning of 2015 

(per cent) 

Resident papulation of Latvia: country of birth and citizenship 

(at the beginning of the year) 

20JJ 2QJS 

COuntry of birth, 'M> 100 100 
Latvla 85.4 86.6 

other European Union country 1.4 1.4 
Russia 7.7 6.9 
Other country 5.5 5.1 

Citizenship, 'Mo 100 100 
Latvlan 83.5 85.0 
Non-citizens of Latvla 14.3 12.2 
Foreign 2.2 2.8 

Birth rates 

2QJQ 2QJ4 

Number of live birth8 187&1 21748 

boys 10 246 11230 
girls 9 535 10 516 

Number of boys per 1 000 girls 1 075 1 068 
Share of children born in registered marriage 55.6 56.0 
Uve births per 1 ooo population 9.4 10.9 
Total fertility rate 1.36 1.65 
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Total fertility rate 

2.0 

1.5 

1.0 

0.5 

0.0 
1990 1995 

Live births by order 

Tatlll, 'Mo 

first 

secand 

third 

fourth and higher order 

2000 2005 

Average age of mother at first childbirth 

Aver•g• •se or mother 11t nrst childbirth, years 

at birth of r1 rst child 
at birth of second child 

2010 

20l0 20l.f 

100 100 

48.7 44.2 

34.5 37.5 

11.3 13.3 

5.5 5.0 

2020 20U 

29.0 29.9 

26.4 27.2 
30.3 31.0 

Number of females per 100 males at the beginning of 2015 

• 118-ave:rqe in latvi1 

Marriages and divorces 

Number or m•rrl•ges 

Number of marriages per 1 000 population 
Average age of persons marrying: 

males 
females 
Average age of persons manylng for the first time: 

males 
females 

Number or divorce. 

Average duration of man1age, years 

2020 20U 

9 290 12 !!115 

4.4 6.3 

34.1 35.8 
31.4 33.1 

29.4 30.8 
27.4 28.9 

4 930 6271 

13.4 14.4 
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Average age of pentOns marrying, years 

40 

35 

30 

25 

20 
1990 

- Males 

1995 2000 2005 

- Females 

2010 

- Males at the 1st maniage Females at the 1st maniage 

Mortality 

Numbw af d-th• 
males 
females 

Average age at death, years 
males 
females 

Number of dealfls per 1 000 population 

Number of infant dealfls 
Number of Infant dealfls per 1 ooo live bl rths 
Ufe expectancy at bl rth, years 

males 
females 

International long-term migration 

(thousands) 

20 

0 
1990 

-20 

-40 

-60 

20JO 20J4 

30040 28 4&11 

14 561 13 723 
15 479 14 743 

72.4 73.6 
67.3 68.2 
77.3 78.7 
14.3 14.3 
110 83 
5.6 3.8 

73.3 74.6 
68.1 69.3 
78.1 79.5 

- Immigration - Emigration 

International long-term migration by country group 

~ Emigration 

20JII 211:14 ZIIJII ZIIJ4 

Total, 'Mo 100 100 100 100 
European Union (EU) 38.0 55.9 76.7 76.0 
EFTA (1} 1.3 2.4 3.5 7.0 
CIS 49.8 34.8 12.4 12.5 
other countr1es 10.9 6.9 7.4 4.5 

( 1) Eurnpam P= 1hulc AMaciatHm. I!FrA mcmbcn' N""'"'y, !tori!=lmd, Jodmd, orul I.i~ 
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Population in the EU Member States at the beginning of 2015 

(per ocnt) 

20 

15 

10 

5 

0 
~~~~ffi~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~3~ 

Data oouroe: Eurolllal [dcmo_pjm] 03.03.2016 

3. Employment and Unemployment 

Gradual increase in employment observed 

The highest employment rate (62 %) in Latvia was reached in 2008, while due to the 
CCOIWmic cruiJ , empl.oymcm fell sbmp1y during the following years, n:aching the lowest 
mte (52%) in 2010.1D 2015, 896.11:housll.IId penom or 60.8 % of population aged 15--74 
were employed. Compared to the year before, in 2015 employment rate increased by 1.7 
percentage points, ll.IId number of employed persons by 11.5 thousand. 

Employment mte among men grew by 1.5 percentage points, while among women- by 1.8 
percentage points. In 2015, the higbcat employment mte - 80.6 % - was r:ec:onled among 
population aged 35--44. Whereas the lowest employment mte - 34.5 % - was observed 
among young peopk: aged 15--24, howewr, compared to 2014, the rate has went up by 2 
percentage points. Jn 2015, 69.4 thousand young people were employed {in 2014- 69.1 
1:housand). Since 2010, employment mte in the country totally has increased by 8.8 
percenlage points, showing the sharpest rise - of 10.9 percentage points - in Pieriga region 
and the lowest rise - of 2. 7 per=llage points - in Latgale region. 

Unemployment rate tends to reduce 

Along with the economic recession, unemployment rate grew rapidly in 2009, and in 2010 
it reached 19.5 %. Since 2011, the DUmber of unemployed persoDS has been declining 
gnldually. In 2015,98.2 tbousandpersODS or 9.9% of active populatinnaged 15--74 were 
unemployed. Compared to 2014, number of unemployed persons has dropped by 9.5 
thousand, while unemployment rate has reduced by 0.9 percentage points. Unemployment 
rate among women still is lower tban among men (8.6 % and 11.1 %, respectively). 

Since 2011, youth unemployment has decreased as well; in 201 S it constituted 16.3 %- 3.3 
percenlage points less thanin2014. The lowest unemployment rate among the Baltic States 
was reconled in Estonia- in 2015 it comprised 13.1 %, while in Latvia and Lithuania it 
CODStituled 16.3 %. 

Inactive population accounts for approximately one third 

During the recent years, approximately one third of the population consists of people neither 
employed, nor actively seeking work, the ssme share was reconled also in 2015, when 
inactive population accounted for 32.5 % or 478.41housll.IId peopk:. 
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Rates characterising labour statistics 

(per ocnt) 

70 
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- Activity rate 

Employment rate 

- Unemployment rate 

Key labour stati11tics 

20JO 

Population aged 15-74, thsda 1635.3 

Active population 1 056.5 

employed persons 850.7 

unemployed persons 205.8 

Inactive population 578.8 

Activity rate, % 64.6 

Employment rate, % 52.0 

Unemployment rate,% 19.5 

Employed persons by kind of economic activity 

20JO 

l!mploy-.1 p-•, totlll (thada) (') 850.7 

Agriculture, forestry and fishing (A} 73.3 

Manufacturing and energy (S-E} 138.6 

Construction (F) 57.6 

Wholesale and retail trade; accommodation 
162.0 and food service activities (G, I} 

Transportation and storage; Information 98.1 
and communication (H, J} 

Financial and insurance activities; real 87.8 
estate activities; professional, scientific and 
technical activities; administrative and 
support service activities (K-N) 

Public administration and defence; 59.7 
compulsory social security (0} 

Education (P} 84.5 

Human health and social work activities (Q) 49.5 

Other economic activities (R-U) 39.4 

(') N"""""of=p!D)<d_.mc!wla.almponmowilhunopocificdaxmmio..Uvity 

20l4 20l5 

1495.8 1472.6 

992.3 994.2 

884.6 896.1 

107.6 98.2 

503.5 478.4 

66.3 67.5 

59.1 60.8 

10.8 9.9 

20l4 20J5 

884.11 IIH.1 

66.3 71.1 

137.6 139.9 

73.2 71.9 

161.6 159.2 

111.1 111.3 

99.0 102.2 

58.6 59.1 

85.1 83.4 

52.0 55.8 

39.6 41.7 
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Labour status of population in 2015 
Persons on 
child-care 

leave 0.6% _____ _ 

Self-employed 
and unpaid 

famll ly workers 
5.0% 

Employers 
2.6% 

Other 
1.9% 

Number of unemployed persons at the end of 2015 

(per cent of total working age population in age group lS-61) (') 

~ 6.6-aW!:rqelnlltvla 

( 1) DmofthoSOdcEmpl"l""""Aamcr(SRA). 

Employees 
53.2% 
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Unemployment rate 

(IIIICIIIploycd penons 88 per cent of total active population aged 1 S-74) 
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4. Earnings 

Average wages and salaries keep Increasing 

In 2015, average monthly wages aud salaries in the country reached 818 euros. During the 
year, wages and salaries rose by 6.8% or 52 euros, retaining the increase rate of2014, when 

the sharpest growth since Latvian economy recovered was n:corded. Average net wages aud 

salaries cOIDpl'iJed 603 euros or 73.7% of the gross wages aud salaries; me observed during 
the year con&tituted 7.6 % and was higher than increase recorded in gross wages and salaries. 
During the year, considering rise in consmner prices of 0.2 %, real net wages and salaries 
grew by 7.4 %. At the beginning of2015, size of the uational minimum wage was increased 
from 320 to 360 euros (by 12.5 %), thus leading to the changes in average wages and 
salaries. 

Key eamings indicators 

:ZOt3 :ZfUof :zots 
Gross wages and salaries, euros 716 765 818 

Net wages and salaries, euros 516 560 603 

Minimum monthly wage, euros 285 320 360 

Changes in net wages and salaries over the 5.6 8.6 7.6 
previous year, % 

Changes In real wages and salaries (net) aver the 5.6 8.0 7.4 
erevlous ~ear, "" 

In 2015, the sharpest wage and salary rise was recorded in sectors with low labour 

n:munemtion: accommodation and fuod service activities - of 10.6 %, n:al estate activities -
of 9.9 %, arts, entertainment and recreation - of 9.3 %, 1mde - of 9.0 %, and 
manufacturing- of 8.5 %. Notable wage and salary growth was observed also in 
information and communication sector (of7.8 %); in 2015 average wages aud salaries in 
this sector wen: the second hi.glH:st in the country. 

In 2015, svemge gross wages and salaries have increased in all regions ofLatvia. Latgale 

n:gion with the lowest wages aud salaries in the country and Vidzeme region bath indicate 
the highest rise- of 8.1 %and 7.5 o/o, respectively. Just as in previous years, also in 2015 
tbe highest average gross wages and salaries were observed in Riga - 925 euros. 

Tax burden in Latvia is reducing gradually. In 2014, effective tax rate ofLatvia ranked the 
country directly after the European Union average indicator. Reduction of the Population 

Income Tax on 1 January 2015 down to 23 %and small rise in consumer prices increased 
purchasing power of the employed population. Since 1 January 2016, minimum monthly 
wage set by the government comprises 370 euros. Compared to other European Union 
countries having national minimum, only Czech Rqrublic, Hungary, Lithuania, Romania, 
and Bulgaria had smaller minimum wage. Lew>l of minimum wage in Latvia is five times 
smaller than in Luxembourg and four times smaller than in Irelaod and United Kingdom. 

Since 2015 minimum wage is introduced also in Germany. 

Gender pay gap tends to grow 

In 2014, gender pay gap in Latvia comprised 15.2% and was below the European Union 
average indicator, however it has increased gradually. Eurostat dsta sbow tbat, in 2014 

wages and salaries received by remates in tbe European Union on average were by 16.1 % 
SIIIIIllcr than ones received by males. The greatest gender pay gap was registen:d in our 
neighbouring country Estonia, where females earned by 28.3 % less than males. Indicator 
exceeding 20 % was recorded also in Austria, Czech Republic, Germany, and Slovakia. It 
sbould be noted tbat, the smallest gender pay gap was observed in Slovenia (2.9 %), Malta 

(4.5 %), and Italy (6.5 %). 
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Wages and salaries in statistical regions 

:zou 

Monthly BVlllrage, euroa 716 

Rig a 815 
Pieriga 677 

Vldzeme 560 

Kurzeme 608 

Zemgale 597 

Latgale 490 

Wages and price changes 
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Effective tax rates in 2014 
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Hourly earnings gender pay gap in 2014 

(per ocnt) 
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5. Household Income 

25 

1 

Amount of income from wages and salaries tends to grow 

30 

In 2014, household disposable income at cun-entprius increased by 9.3 %and reached 387 
euros per household member monthly, compared to 354 euros in 2013. The slwpest rise 
was observed in income from wages ll!ld salaries. In 2013 household iiK:omc from wages 
ll!ldsalaries comprised on average 243 eurosperhouseholdmembermontbly, while in2014 

those wen: 272 euros- a rise ofl1.6 %during the year. The amount of social transfenl grew 
slower - by 3.4% per household member monthly (from 93 euros in 2013 to 96 euros in 
2014). 

Households are becoming less dependent upon social transrers ('). Namely, in 2010 social 

transfenlac:COWI!ed for almost one third (32.4 %) of household disposable iiK:ome, while in 
2014 the share thereof fi:ll down to 24.8 %. In 2014, along with rise in employment nJte and 
wages, the hu:gest share of disposable iiK:ome was formed by wages and salaries (im:reue 
from 63.7% in 2010 to 70.2% in 2014). 

( 1) Sacial--pm ..... .,.jbmcfitapoidbythcSiatc"'~ty,dild............,po- ochalonhlpo, oocial 
"'""'""""-md-ulim~ mcludiq:thc ..... poid byotha-~ ... 
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Income inequality in Latvia comparatively high 

Indicator cbamcterising income inequality - Gini coefficient - in Latvia is estimated since 
2004. Gini coefficient is 0, if whole population has the same income, but the closer it gets 
to 100, the greater the income inequality. DuriDg the recent years, Gini coefficient in Latvia 
is rather stable (over 35 %). In 2014, Gini coefficient in Latvia and Bulgaria was the second 

highest in the EU (35.4 %). Higher indicator was n:corded only in Estonia (35.6 %), while 

slightly lower in Lithuwria (35.0 %) and Cyprus (34.8 %). Whereas quintile share ratio 

(S80/S20) showing difference between the income n:ceived by the poorest and the richest 

population remained at the previous level - 6.5. It means that, one fifth of population 

receiving the lowest income earn 6.5 times less than one fifth of the population n:ceiving 

the highest im:ome. The indklator in Latvia was among the EU highest as well (7.2 in 
Romania, 6.8 in Bulgaria and Spain, and 6.5 in Greece and Estonia). 

Almost every fifth Latvia resident at risk of poverty 

In 2014,22.5% ofLatvia population were at risk of poverty. At-risk-of-poverty rate among 
persons aged 65 and over has risen significantly (from27.6% in 2013 to 34.6% in 2014). 

Moreover, if penon aged 65 or over lives alone, the risk of poverty thereof I!JOWS even 

more -from51.1 %in2013 to 67.4% in2014.Itmaybe explained by the filet that, in2014 

old-age pensions on average grew by 2.7% or 7.06 euros monthly, while average net wages 
and salaries im:reased more zapidly- by 8.6 %or 44 euros monthly. 

Households of single parents having dependent children still filce very high risk of poverty. 

In 2014, risk of poverty in these households decreased by 4.1 percentage points and 

comprised 37 % 

Household disposable Income In 2008-2014 
(on average per household member monthly, euros) 

355.45 319.90 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

353.99 386.91 

2013 2014 

Household disposable income in statistical regions 

(monthly disposable im:ome, euros) 

On---,.,...,. (') - equlnlellt-

,_Old_ 
2QJ3 .:ZIIJ4 .:ZIIJ3 2QJ4 2013 2QJ4 

Law la 838 131 5:Z7 581 354 387 
Rig a 961 1 081 635 705 432 473 
Pier'iga 970 1 083 580 644 376 424 
Vidzeme 747 783 449 480 299 322 
Kurzeme 790 878 491 541 330 359 
Zemgale 712 828 433 503 292 331 
Latgale 603 621 385 389 264 261 

(')~----ll<mlal»ur,omplojoooiocomoio.killd-wdby"'"'acompo!!ycotli>rpri-­
- la wh,......., er~ roco!wd from oolf~~ pa~tlom ld1d ....,otlu roco!wd, ,..war -..tal 
-...--ho.ooboldl,prolltfrom-ofdopooltl, div!d<o>ll,-.--by-aaoduador 
16,itltxomofrom--tol,rocolpUlli<ta.ld~-th·-R<Mmuo-(lli<-utlvitiol,oli&iblo 

_,_ - .... modlcol '''''"'''" -~ 
:zo ______________ LATVlA. STATUnCS IN BRIEF 2018 I CSI 



Composition of household disposable income in 2014 

,_-,...:::::-(') 
Llltv .. 317 70.2 4.1 0.51 34.1 

Rig a 473 71.3 4.1 1.7 24.2 
Pierfga 424 76.2 3.0 0.4 21.3 
Vidzeme 322 66.2 6.3 0.5 28.4 
Kurzeme 359 68.2 2.8 0.3 29.2 
Zemgale 331 71.5 3.5 0.6 25.1 
Llltgale 261 57.8 7.0 0.3 35.8 

Household disposable Income by qulntlle group~ 2014 

(on average per hoU!Iebold member monl:bl.y, euros) 

1000 
of which wages and salaries 

800 

600 

400 

200 

0 

-1.1 

-1.4 
-1.0 
-1.5 
-0.4 
-0.7 
-0.9 

1st qulntlle 2nd qulntlle Jrd qulntlle LATVIA 4th qulntlle 5th qulntlle 
group group group group group 

At-risk-of-poverty threshold (illustrative values) 

Single person households, euros annulllly 

Two adults with children, euros annually 

JIIUJI 

2 799 

5 879 

Monetary poverty and income inequality indicators 
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Men at risk of poverty, % 

Jllll3 
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At-risk-of-poverty rate among population aged 18 and over 
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6. Consumption 

Consumption expenditure Increase recorded In Rlga households 

In 2014, household consumption expenditure on avenlge per household member monthly 
reached 299 euros- decrease of 1.24 euros or 0.4 %, M compared to 2013, and increase of 

50 euros, as compared to 2010. Households were very careful with the disposable income 

thereof 11K: reasoDS behind that possibly were the filet that Latvia joined the euro area, 
economic instability, and other filctors. Reduction in consumption expenditure in rural areas 

was affected also by the drop in pun:b88e prices of agricultural products and restrictions in 
imports ftom Russia. 

11K: more children in household, the smaller lllllll may be spent per household member. 11K: 
smallest amounts were spent by households with three and more children; in 2014 

CODSumption expenditure thereof on avenlge comprised 198 euros per household member 

monthly, while in households without children the sum was 1. 7 times higher - 329 euros. 

Structure of comumption expenditure is one of the indicators characterising population 

welfiu"e. As compan:d to previous years, also in 2014 structure of consumption expenditure 
has not changed notably: the largest sbare of income is spent on daily needs -28 % on food, 

16% on housing and publfu utilities, and 13 %on trsnsport. 

Higher consumption expenditure observed In households of 
wage and salary earners and In urban areas 

Households of wage and salary earners and entrepreneurs tend to spend more; cODSumption 

expenditure thereof per household member monthly accounted fur 311 euros and 346 euros 
monthly, ~vely, while in retired people households- fur 249 euros. 

Compan:d to 2013, in 2014 consumption el!JIIlllditure in urban households grew by 0.1 o/o, 
reaching on avenlge 323 euros per household member monthly, while consumption 

expenditure in rural households reduced by 1.9 %, comprising 250 euros per household 

member nwnthly. Households in Riga spent on avemge 377 euros per household mcmber 
monthly, that is notably greater amount as compared to other Latvia regions. Each second 
household in rural areas (50 %) belongs to the poorest households (in 1st and 2nd quintile 

group), whereas in Riga- only each fourth (28 %). 

Consumption expenditure In statistical regions~ :Z014 

(on average per household member nwnthly, euros) 

ul:llilt ltifpl Piedfla V"- Ku128111e Z-le 
.....,.,. 

Total 211.48 377.06 283.07 244.16 260.74 252.60 247.36 
Food and non- 82.40 90.85 82.76 73.70 78.80 73.38 79.99 
alcoholic beverages 
Alcoholic beverages, 9.49 11.44 10.73 7.00 7.90 7.99 7.94 
tobacco 
Clothing and 17.45 23.33 13.38 11.36 15.76 15.45 17.02 
footwear 
HouSing, water, 48.25 62.96 45.00 37.38 43.83 40.67 37.46 
eii!C!ridty, QIIS and 
other fuels 
Furnishings, 13.81 18.77 12.04 11.80 10.77 9.61 12.70 
household 
equipment and 
routine m~lntenance 
of the house 
Health 18.91 24.23 18.84 15.42 16.61 14.43 15.39 
Transport 38.61 42.69 45.05 35.56 31.98 35.43 32.00 
Communication 12.79 16.04 12.70 11.27 10.45 10.98 10.31 
Recreation and 23.62 35.46 20.82 16.08 19.09 18.92 14.00 
culture 
Education 4.41 7.70 3.81 3.49 1.86 2.33 2.53 
Restaurants and 14.03 22.48 12.97 9.01 10.23 11.81 5.29 
hotels 
Miscellani!Olls goods 15.n 21.11 14.96 12.09 13.46 11.59 12.73 
and services 
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Consumption expenditure dynamics in 2005-2014 

(on avenge per household member monthly, euros) 
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Consumption of selected food products 

(on avenge per household member lllliiWllly) 
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Eggs (kg) 
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Potlltoes (kg) 

23.71 

25.17 
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7. Health Care 

Number of medical practitioners In regions keeps declining 

In 2014, 7 727 JJl1lC!jgal pnwtitiOIICI'll had medical pnwtice as the main job thereof- 264 
persons less than in 2013. Total number of physicians has not changed significantly since 
20 l 0, while the number of specialists with higher professional education has grown 
notably- from 519 specialists in 2010 to 889 specialists in 2014. 589 residents and 
physicians in service underwent in.,o;ervice training in health care institutions 

The IIIIIIIber of practising physicians (excluding dentist3) in Latvia almost has not changed; 
however, at regional level a negati~ trend is observed. In Piet!ga region IIIIIIIber of 
physicians has decreased by almost 9%, as compared to 2010. Whereas Riga region 
indicata an increase in the number of practising physicians - 60.6% of all pmctising 
physicians are employed in this region. AIIalysis of the number of physicians per 10 000 

population shows smaller difference among regions, since population number in regions 
keeps declining as well Age structure of pmctising physicians is significant problem filced 
during the health care reiiOUIQe plmming. In 2014, the majority of practising physicians were 
aged 5Q-59 (31.9 %) or over 65 (16.9 %). Only 4.7 % of physicians were aged 35-39. 

Almost each fifth family doctor was 55-59 years old. While the largest share of pmctising 
dentists was recorded. in age group under 35 yea13 (17.0 %), so-54 yea13 (16.1 %), and 
55-59 years (14.6 %) 

Demand for medical care 

370 thousand people were hospitalised in 2014, moreover, number of hospitalised persons 
tends to decrease (from 508.5 thousand in 2005 to 380.2 thousand in 2010). The time spent 
in hospitals has decreased from on average 10 days in 2005 to 8.3 days in 2014. In 2014, 

45.9 % of Letvia population aged over 15 had a chronic illness or long-,tanding health 
problems luting fur = than six months. Compared to 2008, the indicator is growing 
gradually. Comparison of the indicator between genders shows notable difference - 46.2 % 

of women ha~ had a long-term health problem as opposed to 33.3 % of men. 

Out of the total population, 70.8 %ha~ consulted filmily doctor during the last 12 months, 
while more than a half-medical specialist 

Each third (29.4 %) employed person during the last 12 months was absent from work due 

to personal health problems. One person on average was absent fur 19 days a year, while 
the most common duration of absence comprised 5 days. 

In 2014, 49.0 % of Letvia population assessed their health as good or ~ good. While 
12.2% of population admitted that health status thereof is bad or ~bad (13.0% in 2008). 
However, self-perceived health of people in Lama is still signifiCBirtiy lagging behind the 
average European Union (EU) indicator - 67% of the EU population percei~ their health 
as good or very good. 

Incidence of serious Illnesses/diseases Increases 

In 2014, 11 392 patients were first diagnosed with malignant IK:oplasms- a drop of 1.5 %, 

as compared to the year before. Last year, the highest number of first diagnosed casea was 
recorded among persons with malignant neoplasms of skin (1 471), breast (1 170), ureter 
and bladder (1 114). Women mostly suffered from breast, skin, and colon neoplasms, while 
men- from prostate, tmchea, bronchus, lungs, and skin malignancy. At the end of the year, 
there were 77.8 thousand people in the register of oncological patients. 

By 2016, in Latvia there were 6 607 HIV positi~ persons. Out of the total number ofHIV 
positive patients 1 666 persons had AIDS. 

In 2015, the number of IK:W cases of aduh disability regiBtercd in Letvia =ted for 
16 545, of which 5 670 were employed persons. Compared to 2014, the number has 
increased slightly {in 2014 those were 16 188 persons). Diseases ofmuJiculoskeletal system 
and connective tissue (24.3 %), malignant IK:Oplasms (23.5 %), and diseases of the 

circulatory system (16.1 %) were the mo!lt common causes of disability among employed 
persons. Whereas each fuurth (26.8 %) unemployed person with IK:W case of disability 
suffercd from a disease of the circulatory system. 
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In 2015, the number of new and repeated cases of children rusability comprised 2 853 (818 
cases per 100 000 children aged under 17). Compared to 2014, the llUlllber of children 
Wsability nx:ognised has :fiillen by 79 cases. Data of the Disability Information System sbow 

that, 161 7'12 persons with disability were registered in Latvia on 1 January 2014. 2 042 
persons bad bearing disability, 8 008 -vision rusability, 23 437- DIU8culosceletal rusability, 

and 22 534 penons Sllffered from psychical and behavioural disorders. 

Healthy life expectancy 

Healthy lift: expectam:y indicators are zwquired from information on chronic diseases aDd 
self-41Ssessedstate ofhealth. In 2013, healthy life expectam:yin Latvia constituted 51.7 years 
among males and 54.2 years among fimlales. Healthy life years comprise 74.6 % of female 
lift: expectancy and 68.7 % of male life expectancy, indicating that males tend to live 
greatest part of tbeir lives without disability. In 2013, the difference between male and 
female healthy life expectancy constituted 2.5 years- smaller than the one between average 
lift: expectancy of men aDd women at birth (9.6 years). 

Key health care Indicators 

(at the end of the year) 

.:IIUD 

Physicians of all specialities (in rnBin job) 7 951 
Residents and physicians in service training 463 
SpeCialists with higher medical professional 519 
education 

Nurses with higher education 1 090 
Health care professionals with secondary 13 217 
medical education 

Hospitals 67 
Hospital beds (on average annually) 11920 

Age strudure of pradising physicians (') 

(per cent) 

20 

15 

10 

5 

0 

.:IDJJI 2D.14 

7 991 7 727 
452 589 
879 889 

2 024 2 028 
11906 11678 

65 64 

11 673 11 279 

35 and 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65 and 
younger older 

2010 • 2014 

Practising physicians by statistical region(') 

.2DJ4 
.:ID.lD .2D13 

mal -.10--ltR!! 

Lmvl• 6609 6 624 6 564 :J:J.O 

Rlga 3 841 4 011 4 012 62.6 
Pier'iga 646 586 585 15.9 
Vldzeme 476 446 426 21.4 

Kurzeme 536 530 510 20.0 
Zemgale 476 446 441 18.2 
Llltgale 634 605 590 21.0 

( 1) Hoollh IrupccDo1<, ~ oi'Mafual Pmclitimun md Mafuals.g..t Slafl' 
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Age strudure of practising dentists (') 

(per ocnt) 
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Healthcare expenditure in EU countries in 2013 

(per oent ofGDP) 
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8. Social Security 

11 12 

Expenditure on pensions and benefits growing gradually 

13 

Data of the State Social Insuram:e Agency show that, total expenditure on stale pensions 
IUid social bcmcfits comprised 2 billion 269 million euros in 2014 -46.2 million euros moze 

than in 2013. State pensions comprise the largest share of the expenditure - 78 %. 

Total expenditure on state pensions did not change, constiruting 1 billion 777 million euros 

in 2014 (1.8 million less than in 2013). Whereas expenditure on state social bcmcfits 

accounted for 491 million euros in 2014, exceeding expenditure of2013 by 10.8% or 48.0 
million euros. Last year, expenditure share in the GDP has not changed notably -
expenditure on pensions comprised 7.5% of the GDP and expenditure on state benefits-
2.1 %. 

In line with the European System of Integrated Social Protection Statistics (ESSPROS) data, 

in 2014 expenditure on pensions ll(:counted for moze than a half (50.8 %} of the total 
expenditure on social protection. Second largest share consisted ofhealthcare expenditure 

(22.6 %), followed by expenditure on disability (9.2 %) and fiuni1y and children (9 %). 

Expenditure on benefits and pensions 
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State social benefits 

After den:gulation of sickness, maternity, and paternity benefit limitations, in 2015 a~rage 
size ofbeudits paid per day increued. In 2015, tbc size of sickness bene:tit has reached tbc 
highest amount recorded during the !ut five years; since 2012 it has been growing steadily 
and in2015 reached 13.80 euros per day. Compared to 2014, average size of sickness benefit 
paid per day rose by 22.4 %. 

Paternity benefit in Latvia since the introduction thereof (except in 2008} has been greater 

than maternity beudit, mon:over along with tbc improvement of the economic situation, in 
2015 the diffi:rence is even bigger. Last year, paternity benefit on average constituted 26.20 
euros per day, and it has grown by 18.2 %, as wmpan:d to 2014. While maternity benefit 
on average wmprised 20.72 euros per day, and during the year it has increased by 12.5 %. 
N~rtheless, in 2015 sickness benefit exceeded the pre..:riaia value thereof(! 1.80 euros per 

day in 2010), maternity and paternity benefit have IWt reached the level of2010 yet. 

State pensions 

At the end of 2015, 570.1 thousand people in Latvia received state pension. Compared to 
2014, in 2015 the IIUDiber of pension recipients decreased by 0.9 %, while size of monthly 
pension incn:ased by 2.4%, reaching on average 255.86 euros. The laigest share of pensions 
paid consisted of old-age pensions - 81.9 % or 466.7 thousand, while disability pensions 
ll:(:Ounted for 12.9%, survivor's pensions - for 3.5%, and service pensions -for 1.8%. Old­
age pensions paid in 2015 on average were by 7.14 euros higher than in 2015 andreaclled 
on average 273.40 euros. 

Sickness, maternity and paternity benefits 

(average size ofbeudit to be paid, euros per day) 
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Pension recipients and pension size 

2DOS (')2010 21114 21115 

Pension radplenbl, ttwd 588.7 574.5 575.5 570.1 

Old-age pensions 475.6 475.9 472.1 466.7 
Disability pensions 73.6 69.3 72.3 73.3 
Survivor's pensions (') 32.9 26.9 20.8 19.8 
Service pensions (") 4.4 2.4 10.3 10.3 

Average size of pensions to be paid, 110.91 231.17 249.77 255.81 
euros per month 

Old-age pensions 114.58 250.25 266.26 273.40 
Disability penSions 95.18 173.49 164.42 164.42 
Survivor's pensions ('l 81.67 135.67 130.82 133.26 
Service eenslons (") 123.72 229.69 303.78 314.41 

(') InlOIO, •vonao.;.., of1ho .... thly old.qc ........ dcconotinclude1ho......,.t wilbhddin-=-dmcowith the law "On 
PaymcotofStolcl'alldoaa mdsatc Al1awmcco nu.iDaTimoP<riodliom 2009to 2012", ..trlcb. wu poid '""to1ho old..., 
paman rcdpimtl iD.lOIO.. 

(') Totainuml>oroflllmlly!DIIIIben,..tooarenotobleroworkmdhowloott!Hirbnodwi!m«. 

(') s~ frmn 2011,1ho .....Jxr of...,.;..,........,~ iDcluob _,.;.,., pmn..,. poid by 1ho Sbdc Soda! r........,., 
Apcyfrom 1ho --·boula<t to 1hoanpJo,oao oftho Mimmyof......W,., d;pbnm, - · ""· 
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Social care indicators 

200S 20JO 20J:r 20J4 

Persons receiving home care 9 546 8345 10 434 11659 

Persons In long-term social Institutions 12 488 12 509 13 056 12 904 
Children under guandianship 8 683 5 565 4945 4 831 
Children adopted from social care 181 130 127 135 
instib.lt:ions 

children adopted In Latvia 67 64 62 45 

children adoeted to forelsn countr1es 114 66 65 90 

Social protection expenditure by ESSPROS classification; 2014 

Survivors Administrative Soci~l 
1.4% ~ exclUSIOn 

CO 09% 
Unemployment 1.4% · 

4.0% ~ 

Fa m~ 
children----

9.0% 

Disability 
9.2% 

Sickness, 
health care 

22.6% 

9. Education 

Decline in children population recorded 

Housing 
0.7% 

Old age 
50.8% 

In 2015, children aged under 17 accounted for almost every fifth or 18.8 %of the total EU 
population. In I.atvia childien aecounted for 17.6% of the countiy population, and share 
thereof in the total population was one the smallest in the BU. The smallest childien share 
in Europe is recorded is Germany-16.1%, Bulgaria-16.4 %, andltaly-16.6 %, whereas 

the largest in Ireland- 26.0 %. In Estonia and Lithuania this indicator comprised 18.6% 
and 18.0 %, respectively. Due to the demographic situation, since 2005 number of children 
has been declinillg, and in2014 it reduced by21.6 %. 

Pre-school education 

In 2014, 92.2 thousand children at pre-school age attended pre~chool education 
establishments. Most part of the children attended local government pre-school education 
establishments, while 8.1 t1wusand or 8.8 %-private kindergartens. Number of private pre­

school education establishments has risen abazply during the last years. In 2010 there were 
62 private pre~chool education establishmenlll, while in 2014 already 109 (in Riga 31 and 
73, respectively). During the year, the number of children in pre-iichool education 
establishments has declined by 1.4 %, while, as compared to 2010, the number has risen by 
4.5%. 

Out of 633 pre-school e<hK:ation establishments, in 449 I.atvian was the language of 
instruction and in 79 -Russian. I.atvian was the language of instruction in 76.8 % of the 
pre-school education establisbmenlll and Russian- in 22.6 %. Compared to 2010, the share 
of ebildren klarning in I.atvian has went up by 1.8 %. 

In 2014, 8.2 % of children aged 3~ did not attend pre-school education establishment. 
While in2010, 12.7% of children at this age were not participating in pre-iichool education. 
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General education 

Data of the Miniatry of Education and Science show that, 172.3 thousand students were 
acquiring basic education, 48.6 % of them were girls. Enrolment in basic education has 
grown by 2.4% during the year. Nevertheless total geneml education enrolment increased 
slightly, in grades 10--12 it is rechwing every year. As compared to the school year 
201012011, in the school year 201412015 seconduy education enrolment dropped by almost 
one third and by 6. 7 % u c:omptlrCCi to the school year be fun:. 

In the school year 2014/2015, 92.4 % of mulents were acquiring fureign languages. The 

reason behind that is a decision to introduce compulsory learning of fureign languages from 
the 1st grade starting from the school year 2014/2015. In the school year befure, fureign 
languages were learned by 84.5% of students. 

Due to the demographic situation and school reforms, the number of geneml schools kept 
cleereasing. In school year201412015, as compared to the previous school year, tcta1 number 
of full-time sclwols decreased by 11 schools (of seconduy schools -by 4). Since the school 
year 2010/2011, the number of full-time schools has reduced by 34 schools, of which by 13 

secondary schools. 

Out ofthe tcta1 number of children aged 7-15, 99.6% were attending various educational 
institutions. 

Higher and vocational education 

Compared to the school year befure, in the school year 2015/2016 enrolment in vocatioml 
schools declined by 8.1 %, comprising 27.4 thousand; 43.3 %of the students in vocatioml 
schools are learning natural sciences and engineering. 

In 2015, 8.2 thousand students were acquiring secondary vocational education- a decrease 
of7.2 o/o, compared to 2014. 

During the academic year2015/2016, 29.1 thousand students entcredhighereducation-0.2 
%less than a year before. Out of the tcta1 number of the 1st year enlrants, 43.3% entered 
social science and humanities programmes, while 26.9 % - natural science and engineering 
programmes. For mere than a half of c:n1rants (58.6 %) studies were not subsidised. Number 

of fureign studenb in Latvia universities is increasing every year. During the academic year 
2015/2016, 6.5 thousand foreign students are attending universities in Latvia- 12% more 
than in the previous academic year. Majority offureign students come from Germany (976) 
and Uzbcldstan (874). 

In the academic year 2015/2016, total number of students in higher education institutions 
accounts for 84.2 thousand. In 2015, 17 thousand students were participating in higher 
education; 49.2 %of them were lltudying social sciences and humanities- 5.6% less than 
in the academic year bcfurc. The share of natural science and engineering programme 

graduates comprised 19.6% (20.2% in 2004 and 14.3% in 2010). Out of the total number 
of graduates in 2015, females accounted for 65.4 %. 

Educational Institutions 

(at the beginning of the school year) 

:ZtJU/ZfJU :ZtJU/ZfJt4 ZfJt4/ZfJt5 

Pre-school education 
Establishments 605 617 633 
Enrolment 93 293 93 533 92 219 
Pedagogic stall' 9 906 9 703 9 940 
Gener•I educlltlon 
Institutions 832 832 824 
Enrolment 212 433 209 130 209 686 
Pedagogic stall' 29 028 29 197 29 384 
Vocational eduCIItlon 
Institutions 65 66 63 
Enrolment 32 086 31 055 29 855 
Pedagogic stall' 3 112 2 899 2 796 
Hiah•r ..tuclltion 
Institutions 61 61 60 
Enrolment 94474 89 671 85 881 
Academic staff 4 917 4 888 4 867 
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Enrolment by level of education (ISCED 2011) 

(at the beginning of the school year) 
20U/20l3 20l3/20l4 20l4/20l5 

Enrolment 432286 423 389 417641 
Pre-prlmary education (Level 0) 93 293 93 533 92 219 
children aged 0-2 13 612 14 801 16 150 
children aged 3-8 79 681 78 732 76 069 
First stage of basic education (grades 1-6) 114 089 114 660 117 303 
Second stage of basic education 55 329 54 825 55 331 
(grades 7-9 and vocational education) 
(Upper) secondary education (grades 71 613 66 755 62 430 
10-12 and secondary vocational education) 
Post-secondary non-tertiary education 3 488 3 945 4 477 
First stage of tertiary education 91 955 87 265 83 681 
(higher education) 
Second stage of tertiary education 2 519 2 406 2 200 
'doctoral studiesl 

General fUll-time schools In statistical regions 

(at the beginning of the school year) 
2Ql0/20ll 20l4/Zfll5 - emv~m ... r --~ - ... I'Olmenr pet/llgo{Jic - -Latvl• 830 216 307 27910 796 119119 28 545 

RJga 143 65 155 7 414 143 64 931 7636 
Pieriga 134 34 059 4 303 124 33 862 4 612 
Vidzeme 146 25 016 3 935 145 20 717 3 988 
Kurzeme 130 31485 3 980 125 26 940 4 038 
Zemgale 120 28 047 3 650 112 24 720 3 791 
L.a!:l!ale 157 32 545 4628 147 27 949 4 480 

Foreign language learning in the school year 2014/2015 

(in general schools) 

50.4% 
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• 2 foreign languages 

3-4 foreign languages 

none 

Enrolment by field of education and training; at the beginning of 
the school year 2015/2016 
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Graduates by gender; 2014 
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10. Culture 

Theatres and cinemas 

In 2014, Latvia stale and local goveriliiK'Ilt theatres staged 3 289 performances. lu 
compared to 2010, in 20 14 theatre attt:ndance increased by 14.3 % - 402 theatre attendances 
per 1 000 population were registered in 2010, while tbe number grew up to 484 att.eDdaDces 
per 1 000 population in 2014. 

Nevertlwless during tbe last years cinema attendalwe increased, in 2014 admissions in 
cinemas and culturu centres comprised 2.31 million-2.8 % less than a }'l:Br before. 

Libraries 

In 2014, tbme were 1 749 lilmlries in Latvia - the number ba5 dropped by 4.5 %, as 
compared to 2010. The sharpest decline (of 6.6 %) was recorded in tbe number ofh"braries 
of educational institutions, while number of public libraries (including tbe National Library 

of Latvia and tbe Aademic Lilmlry of the University of Latvia) has reduced by 2.2 %. 

During this time period, tbe number ofkllms in h"braries ba5 decreased by 18.5 %. 

Publishing 

The largest book, brochure, journal and other pc:riOOical circulation was recorded in 2007, 
while starting from 2008 the number of issues is declining. In 2014, book and brochure 

circulation in Latvia accounted fur 3.0 million copies, 7.2 %of which were issued in fureigo 
languages. The number is by0.2 million copies lessthanin2013. In2014,joumalandotber 

periodical issues reduced by 4.4 million and accounted fur 33.5 million copies. Rcfc=lce 
books had the largest circulation in2014- 868.81housand copies. During a four-year period, 

cbildrcn's literature circulation doubled- from 356.2 thousand copies in 2010 to 744.1 

thousand copies in 2014. Whereas, textbook circulation diminished notably- number of 
copies fi:ll from 506.2 thousand in 2010 to 181.1 thousand in 2014. However, it should be 

ncted that, in 2010 textbooks had the largest circulation among all literature. 

In 2014, ciruduation of printed matter in Latvian accounted fur 2 759.9 thousand copies, 

196.2 thousand copies were issed in fureign. langusges, and cirucluation of dietionaries 

comprised 18.1 thousand copies. lu compared to 2013, the circulation of publications in 

Latvian ba5 reduced by 7.8 % and circulation of publications in fureign languages -by 
18.4%. 

Expenditure on recreation and culture 

General govmunent expenditure on recreational, cultural, and religious function constituted 

396 miliicn euros or4.5 %of total general governmen1 expenditure (8 790 million). In 2014, 

tbe share of expenditure on culture has risen up to 1.7% (in2013 -1.5 %). 

Population expenditure on recreation and culture has not returned to the pre-ilrisis level yet. 

In 2014, this expenditure in in the total expenditure structure accounted fur 7.9% of total 
personal expenditure (in 2008 - 8.3 %): rural residents on recreation and culture spent 17.76 

euros monthly (7.1% of total personal expenditure), while urban residents- 26.40 euros 
(8.2 %), of which Riga residents- 35.46 euros (9.4 %). 

Activities or cultural Institutions and publishing 

20JD 20J3 20J4 

MU MU IllS 

Number (Incl. branches; at the end of the year) 120 111 112 
Number (incl. branches, structul'l!ll units and 145 147 
divisions; at the end rif the year) ('J 
VIsitors, thsd pers. 2 419 2 658 2 971 
VIsitors per 1 ODD population 1153 1 321 1490 
Clnem•• 
Number (at the end of the year) 17 14 15 

(I) Nodatam2010. 
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20JO 20U 20J4 

Seats 11 266 9 312 10 206 
Admissions (In cinemas and cultural centres) 2 106 2 378 2 311 
Admissions per 1 000 population 1 004 1 181 1 159 
Thutres 
Number (at the end of the year) 9 9 9 
Performances 3 020 3 326 3 289 
Attendance, thsd pers. 843 994 964 
Attendance per 1 000 population 402 494 484 
Libra riM 
Number (at the end of the year) 1 831 1 751 1 749 

National Ubrary of Latvia 1 1 1 
Academic Ubrary of the University of Latvla 1 1 1 
higher education institution libraries 52 50 50 
specialised libraries 38 36 36 
public libraries 829 81 1 811 
general and vocational school libraries 910 852 850 

Users, thsd pers. 1 103 1169 1 210 
Loans, mlns 28.1 24.3 22.9 
Publishing 
Number of books and brochures 2 035 2 223 2 177 
Circulation of books and brochures, thsd copies 3 330.6 3 240.8 2 974.2 

Mu&eum, theatre, and cinema attendance per 1 000 population 

(euros) 
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1 400 
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11. Crime and justice 

Recorded crime has increa&ed slightly 

In 2015, 47 406 crimes were registered; registered crime has declined by 2.2 %, as compared 
to 2014 (48 477). The number of crimes committed by juveniles is reducing: in 2015, the 
share of juvenile offenders in Latvia accoumed only for 4.9 %-the lowest kwe1 since 1990, 
when the indicator comprised 19.4%. However, the share of female offeDders has increased 
over 14% (14.4 %), as compared to 2014, when the indicator fell down to 10.5 %. 

Theft still Is the most common crime 

In 2015, 21 804 thefta (including ftaud and misappropriation on a small scale) were 
recorded, comprising 46 % of all crimes re coded. During the last years, the oumber of thefts 
tends to decline even though slightly- a drop of3.6%, as compared to 2014, and of 15 %, 
as compared to 2010. 

Approximately one third ofthe crimes recorded were classified as serious (in2015 -32.7 %, 

in 2014- 30.4 %). In 2015, the number ofin!entional homicide has went up by 2.3 %-87 
cases of homicide were recorded (in 2014- 85). At the end of2015, there were 4.4 dwusand 
persons in prisons ofLatvia-a reductinnof7.1 %, as compared to 2014. 
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Number of recorded crimes 

(thouaaDds) 
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Recorded crimes 

20JO 20.14 :ZOJ5 

Number ot recorded aim• (') 51108 48477 47 4CNi 

Intentional homicide 82 85 87 
Aggravated assault 181 226 178 
Rape 79 75 60 
Robbery 1 072 809 779 
Property theft (') 25 659 22 612 21 804 
HooligBnism 429 303 225 
Violation of traffic regulations resulting in 603 671 689 
serious injuries 
Illidt preparation, storage, and selling of 2 189 2 765 3529 
narcotics 

Offenders 

ZOJO 20.14 ZOJS 

Numbar ot caftan~ ('l 15848 1164 10060 

as % of total offender number: 

females 14.6 10.5 14.4 

juveniles 6.2 5.5 4.9 

Convicted persons 

20.!0 zo.u 
Numbar ot convicted persons 1607 • :u:z 
Intentional homicide 77 75 
Aggravated assault 155 155 
Rape 19 32 
Robbery 475 398 
Property theft 3 802 3 753 
HoollgBnlsm 258 149 
VIolation of traffic regulations resulting In serious 197 204 
Injuries 

Illldt preparation, storage, and selling of narcotics 898 832 

(') Includioa--
(') s-.:ttun:zott,lndudlncbudllU!m!~ .... 1111111 oc:ole. 
(')Aocuoa!_.. 
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Prison population 

2010 2014 201S 

Prlmn popullltlon lit the ned or the yur 6780 4745 4 409 

Convicted persons 4 749 3 276 3 020 

Arrested and convicted persons In remand prison 2 031 1 469 1 389 

Fires: number of consequences 

2010 2014 20JS 

Number or n.- C'J 8087 1Z 175 10311 

Arson (possible cause) 699 1 444 1 388 

Destroyed structures 633 841 644 

Fire deaths 149 94 90 

of which children aged under 17 4 2 

Justice 

2010 20:1.4 

Spec .. llstll 2312 1918 

Judges ('J 414 426 

Public prosecutors 449 457 

Lawyers 1 329 1 349 

Public notaries 120 112 

12. Gross Domestic Product 

Economic growth continues 

In 2011-2013, Latvian economy was among the fastest-growing economies in the European 

Union; in 2012, GDP growth rate comprised 4.0 %, in 2013 -3.0 %, and in 2014-2.4 % 
As compared to 2014, in 2015 economic growth ofLatviarose up to 2.7 %. In 2015, GDP 
at current prices comprised 24.4 billion euros, while at constant prices - 21.4 billion euro~~ . 

As compared to the last lowest point recorded in 2010, due to population decline and 

economic growth, in 2015 GDP amount per capita rose notably-by 26.9 %. 

Gross Domestic Product at current and constant prices 

20111 2014 201S 

Groea Do.-lltlc Product, mlllon euroe 

At current prices 22 763 23 581 24 376 

At const8nt prices of 2010 20 395 20 876 21448 

Per capita, aurae 

At current pr1ces 11309 11824 12 320 

At constant prices of 2010 10 133 10 468 10 840 

(') llGludlog--· 
(f) Judp oft• inlltmcc cambl, rqp.a::u.l oourbl, md. mpnmc court&. 
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Gross Domestic Product per capita 

(thousaud euros at constant prices of2010) 
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(A..T} Total value added 

(A) Agriculture, forestry and fishing 

(BCDE) Mining and quarrying; manufacturing; 
electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning 
supply; water supply; sewerage, waste 
management and remediation activities 
(F) Construction 
(G,H,I) Wholesale and retail trade; repair af 
motor vehicles and motorcycles; transportation 
and 
(J) Information and communication 
(K) Financial and insu ranee activities 
(L) Real estate activities 
(M,N) Professional, sdenllllc and technical 
services; administrative and support service 
activities 
(O,P,Q) Public administration and defence; 
compulsory sodal security; education; human 
health and social work activities 
(R,S, T) Arts, entertainment and recreation; 
other services; activities of households as 
employers 
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Strudure of economy in 2010 and 2015 
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13. Price Statistics 

Moderate rise In consumer prices during the year 

CODS= prices rose by 0.3 % in 201 S - prices ofservices srew by 2.1 o/o, while prices of 
goods reduced by 0.3 %. In 2015, the grearest pressure on the level of consumer prices W8.ll 

put by the rise in prices of alcoholic beverages and tobacco products, goods and services 
related to housillg, hotel and restaurant services, as well as by tbe drop in prices of goods 

and services related to transport, food and non-alcoholic beverages. Average level of 
alcoholic beverage prices went up by 5. 7 %, whereas avemge level of tobacco product prices 
-by 1.8 %. Changes in prices of goods and serYic:es rela!i:d to housing (rise of1.7 %) was 
influenced by the im:rease in prices of electricity and refuse collection, and maintellllllCe 
charges in multi«:cupied buildings, as well as decrease in prices ofheat energy and natural 
gas. During the year, prices of restaurant and hotel services grew by 2.5 %. Prices in cafi!s 
and restaurants increased by 2.7 %, and in cameens - by 2.3 %. Average level of hotel 
service prices decreased by 0.3 % during the year. 

In 2015, prices of goods and services rela!i:d to transport dropped by 2.3 %, ofwhWh prices 
of fuels for transport fell by 11.0%. Reduction was recorded also in prices of food and non­
alcoholic beverages. In 2015, administered prices deereased by 2.6 o/o, while non­
administered prices grew by 0. 7 %. 

Producer prices In Industry declined during the year 

Compered to the average level of 2014, in 2015 producer prices in Latvian iodustry 
decreased by 1.0 %. Prices of products sold on the domestic malketdropped by 1.4 o/o, while 
prices of exported products - by 0.5 %. Reduction in prices in waste management and 
remediationactivitiea, materials recovery and llliiiillfactur of food products had the greatest 

downward impact on the average price !eve~ while rise in prices in sewerage, as well as 
water collection, 1reatment and supply had the biggest upward impact. 

Price indices (2010=100) 

ZOU ZOtZ ZOJ:J 

Consumer pr1ce Index 104.4 106.7 106.7 

Producer price Index In Industry 107.7 111.6 113.4 

Construction cost index 102.1 109.0 111.8 

Export unit value Index 110.6 114.7 116.8 

Import unit Vlllue Index 110.4 118.6 119.2 

Changes in prices of consumer goods and services 

(as per cent over the previous year) 

Food and non-alcoholic beverages 

Alcoholic beverages and tobacco products 

Clothing and footwear 

Housing 

Furnishings 

Health eare 

Transport 

Communication 

Rea-cation and culrure 

Education 

Hotels, cafes and restaurants 

Miscellaneous goods and services 

-6 -4 -2 0 

ZO:U ZOl5 

107.4 107.5 

113.8 112.8 

112.2 112.3 

115.2 115.5 

118.6 116.2 

2 4 6 
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Harmonised Index of Consumer Prices 

(changes over the previous year, per oeut) 
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Producer prices in industry in 2015 

Total Industrial production 

MI nlng and Quanvlng 
Manufacturing 

Electr1dty, gas, steam and air conditioning 
supply 

Water supply; sewerage, waste 
management and remedlatlon activities 

100 

2.1 
74.3 

20.2 

3.4 

Producer price Indices by Industrial activity 

(2010=100) 
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100 
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·1.0 

3.4 
-0.9 

-1.6 

-0.6 
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14. Government Finances 

Increase in general government budget tax revenue 

Development of economy, changes in tax policy, and improvement of tax policy 

administration measures facilitated rise in the reveoue from taxes and social contributions 

in the general government sector last year. Already fure the third year in a row, a rise thereof 
is recorded, reaching 7 025.6 million euros or 28.8% of the GDP in 2015- 220.1 million 
euros more than in 2014 and 1 915.0 million euros more than during economic crisis in 
2009. Increase in the revenue from taxes and social contributions shows that, economic 

siruatinn in the country is improving. 

Structure of general government expenditure 

In 2014, expendinm: on social prntection (pensinns, benefits, and other furms of social 

support) accounted fur almo&t one third of total general government budget expenditure -

30.7%, 15.8% were allocated to education, while 13.1 % - to economic a:ffain. 
Expenditure an general public services BDd health sector accounted fur 13.2 %and 10.2 %, 
respectively. The remaining share of the expenditure was directed to public order BDd safety, 

recreation, culture BDd religion, housing and community amenities, and environmental 
prntection, allocating to each of the positions less than 5.5 %of the total expenditure. 

General government budget: revenue, expenditure, deficit_. and 
debt 

In 2015, general government budget expenditure comprised 8 984.6 million euros- 135.0 

million euros more than in 2014. However, revenue side indicates even faster increase- of 
285.5 million euros- totally comprising 8 757.5 million euros. 

In 2015, general government budget debt accounted for 227.1 million euros or 0.9% of the 
GDP - 150.5 million euros less than a year befure. 
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In2015, gencml. govcrnDICIItdebt in absolute terms redlXleddown to 8 871.7 millioneuros-

818.1 millioneuros less than in2014. 

Government debt constituted 36.4% of the GDP- 4.7 pen:entage points less than in the 
previoua year. Reduction in debt may be explained by loan repayment to the European 
Commission comprising 1.2 billion euros and made on 161anuary 2015 . 

Key general government sector indicators 

Revenue, million euros 

Expendlt1.Jre, million euros 

Debt, million euros 

DeHclt, % of DGP 

General government debt by sub-sector ('l 

General govemment, million euros 

Central government, million euros 

Local governments, million euros 

Social security fund, million euros 

General government sector revenue 

(billion euros) 

4.0 

2D10 

6 509.6 

8 029 .5 

-519.9 

-8.5 

2010 

8 520.0 

8 667.1 

1177.1 

0.01 

3.0 

~~ 2.0 

1.0 ::::.-'" ___s -o.o 
2000 2005 2010 

- Taxes on production and impor15 

- curTent taxes on income, wealth, etc. 

Actual social contributions 

General government sector deficit 

(as per cent ofGDP) 

( 1) Conmlidatimwu c:mricd.OD.tia CEh ll'llh-Kdcr, b.d:not.aa. tbciiiJb..«x:ti:n. 

2D1S 

8 757.5 

8 984.6 

-227.1 

-0.9 

2016 

8 871.7 

8 862.2 

1 454.3 

0.00 

-
_,-

2015 
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General government expenditure structure in 2014 
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15. Non-Financial Investment 

Greatest non-financial investment in transportation and storage 

Non-financial investment at constant prices grew by 5.2 %, reaching 4.8 billion euros in 
2014. During the year, the slwpest increase was recorded in manufacturing. As compared 

to 2013, mainly due to ccmstructi.on and setting-up or new fiwtories, as well as pun:base of 

new equipment to improve production quality, size of non-financial investment in this sector 

at constant prices grew by 47.4 %. Notable riae in non-financial investment was obserw:d 

also in edru:ation (increase at constant prices of 45.5 %), human health and social work 
activities (riae at constant prices of 38.3 %). Size of the non-financial investment was 

significantly affected also by construetion of sepeuate large objects and purchase of 
machinery and equipment 

In 2014, the largest amount was invested in lnDsportation and stomge - 770.7 billion euros 
or 16.0% oflhe total non-financial investment, manufilcturing-657.4 million euros or 13.7 

%, real estate activities - 599.6 million euros or 12.5 %, publil: administmtion and defem:e; 
compulsory social security - 578.4 million euros or 12.0 %, electricity, gas, steam and air 
conditioning supply- 373.6 million euros or 7.8 %. 

Out of the total non-financial investment of 2014, 58.7 %were invested in Riga region. 

Investment in PierTga region constituted 15.4% of the total non-financial investment, in 
Kurzemc region - 8.2 %, in Zemgalc region - 6.9 %, in Latgale region - 5.8 %, and in 
Vi.dzeme region- 4.9 %. COIIIp8led to 2013, in 2014 size of non-financial investment rose 

only in Pieriga region (of 17.6 %). In Latgale and Zemgale region non-financial inveatmcnt 
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fell by approximately one third (35.0 % and 32.8 %, respectively), in Vidzeme region it 
declined slightly less (by 27.0%), while the smillest ltlduction was ltloonled in Kurzeme 
region (of8.2 %). 

Non-financial investment in tangible and f"IXed assets by kind of 
economic activity 

(at current prices) 

HACE 201.2 201.3 20U 

Total, million eu.- 4743.6 4607.3 4817.1 

(A) Agrtculb.Jre, forestry and 332.1 347.0 298.6 
nshlng 

(B) Mining and quanyi ng 39.1 48.0 32.0 

(C) Manufacturing 634.6 448.9 657.4 

(D) Electridty, gas, steam and 541.8 435.9 373.6 
air candltioning supply 

(E) Water supply; sewel'8ge, 149.9 171.2 128.6 
waste management and 
remediation activities 

(F) Construction 140.4 151.8 160.4 

(G) Wholesale and retail trade; 361.0 328.1 353.2 
repair of motor vehides and 
motorcycles 

(H) Tl<lnsportatlon and storage 745.3 717.5 no.7 

(I} Accommodation and food 42.1 63.8 56.7 
service activities 

(J} Information and 154.6 159.0 184.4 communication 

(K} Flnandal and lnsul'<'lnce 63.9 62.6 50.0 
activities 

(L) Real estate activities 532.5 592.1 599.7 

(M) Professional, scientific and 89.3 76.7 100.3 
technical activities 

(N} Administrative and support 95.1 103.9 93.0 
service activities 

(0} Public administration and 562.0 612.1 578.4 
defence; compulsory sodal 
security 

(P) Education 101.0 92.0 133.0 

(Q} Human health and social 111.8 119.3 164.0 
work activities 

(R} Arts, entertainment and 38.6 69.0 71.5 
recreation 

(S) Other service activities 8.3 8.5 11.5 
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Non-financial investment 

(at constant prices of2014, million euros) 

6 933.3 

4 147.5 4 221.3 
4 803.7 4 578.8 4 817.1 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Non-nnanclallnvestment In statistical regions 

(at cODStant prices of2014) ., __ ---t bulfdlntl:a, oilier bu---d-201.3 2014 201.3 2014 

Tol:lll, million euro• 45711.11 4 1117.1 2 325.4 2 329.0 

RigB 2 139.5 2 826.9 948.1 1 285.3 

Plerfga 632.8 744.0 314.7 392.1 

Vidzeme 339.1 238.2 189.3 112.6 

Kurzeme 542.8 396.3 330.5 224.0 

zemgale 492.9 331.3 293.7 160.4 

Latgale 431.7 280.4 249.1 154.7 

16. Foreign Trade 

Foreign trade turnover 

In 2015, foreign trade turnover at current prices accounted fur 22 860.1 million euros- 42.9 

million euros or 0.2% less than in 2014. Export value in the foreign trade turnover 
CODStituted 10 371.5 million euros (rise ofl22.9 million euros or 1.2 %), while import value 

compriBed 12 488.5 millioneuros (drop oft65.8 millioneuros or 1.3 %). 

Main exports and imports of goods 

The largest share ofLatvianexports -18.4% ofthe total oxport value in2015 -was takeo 
by machinery and mechaniul applianees; electrical equipment, followed by wood and 
articles of wood- 16.7 %, and base metals and articles of base metals - 8. 7 %, as well as 

prepared fooclstuflll- 7.8 %. 

While inLatvian imports fiUr share- 21.9% of the total value of imports- was formed by 

machinery, IIIC()banical appliances amd electrical equipment, mineral products - 11.9 %, amd 
produets of chemical and allied industries - 10.3 %. 

Changes in goods imports and exports 

In 2015, exports of machinery and mechanical applianees; electrical equipment inereased 
by 187.3 millioneurosor 10.9 %, and exports ofvegetableproducts-by 171.3 millioneuros 

or 30.8 %. While export value of prepared foodstuflll full by 141.0 million euros or 14.8 %. 

Imports of machinery amd mechanical appliances; electrical equipment rose by 198.2 million 
euros or 7.8 %, and imports of chemical amd allied industries - of 92.1 million euros or 
7.7 %.Imports ofminellll products dropped by 359.3 million euros or 19.5 %. 

Main export and import partners 

In 2015, exports to the European Union countries aa:ounted for 7 588.2 million euros or 
73.2 %of the total exports value (increase of1.9 %), and exports to CIS countries comprised 

1 220.2 million or 11.8% (drop of19.8 %). Exports to other countries amounted to 1 563.1 
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million euros or 15.0% (increase of22.4 %). Lithuania (19.0% of total exports), Estonia 

(11.7 %), Russia (8.0 %), Germany (6.6 %), and Poland (6.0 %) were the main e~ 

partners ofLatvia. 

Imports from European Union countries comprised 9 857.2 million euros or 78.9 % of the 
tota1Latvianimportsin2015 (declineof2.4 %), while imparts fromCIS countries-1477.4 

million euros or 11.8% (reduction of 1.7 %).Imports from other counlries amounted to 

1 153.9 million euros or 9.3 % (increase of 9.5 %). Lithuania (17.5 % of total imports), 

Germany (11.4%), Poland (11.1 %), Rllssia (8.4 %), and Estonia (7.7 %) were the main 

import partners. 

Foreign trade balance 

(million euros) 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 
15 000 

-3 000 

-6 000 
- Exports - Imports - Balance 

Main exports and imports of goods in 2015 

l!xports 

Machinery and mechanical appliances; electrical 
equipment 
Wood Bnd Brtides of wood 
Base metals and artides of base metals 
PrePllred foodstuffs 
Products of the chemical and allied Industries 
MIneral products 
Vegetable products 
Transport vehicles 
Live animals and animal products 

Textiles and textile articles 
Miscellaneous manufactured articles 
Plastics and articles thereof; n.Jbber and articles thereof 
Goods not elsewhere specified 

lmporb 

Machinery and mechanical appliances; electrical 
equipment 

mllllon...,.... .. 

ID 371.5 

1 911.8 

1 736.9 
9 07.3 
810.1 
736.3 
734 .2 
727.9 
512.8 
395.0 
384.9 
344 .2 
324.6 
845.5 

lZ 488.5 
2 737.1 

IDD 

18.4 

16.7 
8.7 
7.8 
7.1 
7.1 
7.0 
4.9 
3.8 
3.7 
3.3 
3.1 
8.3 

IDD 
21.9 

Mineral products 1 481.7 1 1.9 
Products of the chemical and allied industries 1 288.4 10.3 
Transport vehicles 1 013.0 8.1 
Base metals and artides of base metals 1 0 02.2 8.0 
PrePllred foodstuffs 956.3 7. 7 
Plastics and articles thereof; n.Jbber and articles thereof 712.3 5. 7 
Textiles and textile articles 534.7 4. 3 
Vegetable products 522.4 4. 2 
Live animals and animal products 381.5 3.1 

Wood and articles of wood 375.4 3.0 
Miscellaneous manufactured articles 366.4 2.9 
Goods not elsewhere specified 1 117.1 8.9 
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Share of main partners in trade in goods; 2015 

Exports,% Imports,% 
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Foreign trade of Latvia: main partners and principal goods; 2015 

(million euros) 

~ ~ 

LltfKgnl• 1111111.1 Llttlu•nl• :z 1711.11 

Machinery and mechanical 443.4 Agliculb.Jral and food 506.9 
appliances; electrical products 
equipment 
Aglicultural and food products 366.6 Mineral products 492.5 

Ml neral products 359.3 Machinery and 317.2 
mechanical appliances; 
electrical equipment 

I!•IDn._ 1214.1 G•nnany 1421.1 

Aglicultural and food products 241.2 Transport vehicles 367.0 

Machinery and mechanical 219.1 Machinery and 345.0 
appliances; electrical mechanical appliances; 
equipment electrtcal equl pment 
Wood and artldes of wood 154.2 Agrtculb.lral and food 129.4 

products 

Ru••la 1211.1 Poland 1384.3 
Agricultural and food products 309.3 Machinery and 382.0 

mechanical appliances; 
electlical equipment 

Machinery and mechanical 201.9 Agriculb.Jral and food 220.8 
appliances; electrical products 
equipment 
Products of the chemical and 81.6 Products of the chemical 140.8 
allied Industries and allied Industries 

G•nnany 1112.1 Ru••l• 1048.1 

Wood and artides of wood 186.1 Mineral products 457.6 
Aglicultural and food products 85.6 Base metals 11nd articles 226.4 

af base metals 
Machinery and mechanical 68.7 Products of the chemical 117.6 
appliances; electrical and allied industries 
equipment 

Poland 1121.7 E•tonla H4.4 
Machinery and mechanical 116.4 Agrtculb.Jral and food 188.1 
appliances; electrical products 
equipment 
Ml neral products 105.7 Machinery and 138.9 

mechanical appliances; 
electrical equipment 

Base metals and artides of 102.8 Transport vehicles 130.9 
base metals 
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Exports and imports according to the BEC Classification 

(at cunent prices) 

EJrporls EnlfiOI'III 
.2014 20JS .2014 :ZOJS 

Total, million euro• (') 10 248.6 10371.5 1Z 654.3 1Z 488.5 

capital goods 1 301.8 1 385.5 1870.4 1951.3 
Intermediate goods 5 452.0 5 412.0 5 782,.4 5 350.3 

Consumption goods 2 670.3 2 507.0 3 396.8 3 292.9 

Goods not elsewhere specified 616.3 867.4 1 020.3 1 365.8 
Passenger cars (') 191.9 174.3 429.0 402.3 

Motor spirit (') 16.3 25.3 155.4 125.9 

17. Key Business Statistics 

Trade sector takes 49 % of goods and services turnover 

In 2014, total turnover of goods aDd services compriaed 51 billion euros; trade sector 

constituted the hugest share of it-24.9 billion euros or 48.9 %. In servkes aDd industry the 
indicator accounted for 11.6 billion euros or 22.7% and 10.3 billion euros or 20.2 %, 
n:spectivcly, while in construction - for 4.2 billion euros or 8.2 %. Compared to the year 

before, in 2014 turnover fi:ll by 2.3 %, of which in industry by 6.9 %, in trade- by 1.6 %, 

in construction-by 0.7 %, whereas in services sector it rose by 0.1 % .. 

2014 shows decline in value of products manufactured 

Compan:d to 2013, in 2014 value of goods produced in enterprises n:dlll:ed by 1.4 %, of 

which in industry by 4. 7 %, in c0ll8truction - by 1.9 %, in trade - by 0.4 %, when:as in 

services sector it rose by 1.S %. ln 2014, enteiprises totally prodlll:ed goods at the value 

am:nmting to 28.3 billion euros (at current prices), tb: largest share was produced by 
enteiprises engaged in services sector (10.0 billion euros or 35.2 % of tb: total production 

value) aDd industrial sector (9.3 billion euros or 32.8 %). The value of prodlll:ts 
lDIIIIllfactured by trade aDd construction enterprises comprised 4.9 billion euros or 17.3 % 
and 4.2 billion euros or 14.7 %, respectively. 

Value added grown in all sectors 

Compan:d to 2013, in2014 value added generated by enteiprises grew by 7.2%, of which 
in services -by 11.0 %, in trade -by 8.2%, in construction -by 6.9 %, and in industry­

by 1.3 %. The highest value added at cunent prices, just like in 2013, was generated by 
services enterprises - 4.3 billion euros or 41.9 % of the total value. Lower value was 
generated in industry and trade enterprises - 2.8 billion eUI'OI or 27.1 % and 2.3 billion euros 

or 22.4 %, respectively. Value added generated in construction enterprises comprised 0.9 
billion or 8.6 % of the total value. 

Value added generated by one person emplO)'I:d reaclwd 17.0 thousand euros in 2014, and 
it grew by 3.2%, as compared to 2013. The highest value added per person employed was 

recorded in industry- 20.1 thousand euros, followed by servkes sector - 17.6 thousand 
euros, trade - 14.7 thousand euros, and construction - 13.4 thousand euros. Value added 

generated by one person emplO}'I:d in trade grew by 4.1 %, in industry - by 4.0 o/o, in 

services - by 3.9 %, while in construction it red1ll:ed by 1.3 %. 

Increase in personnel costs 

Pun:hase of goods and services took the largest expenditure share in 2014 - 41.9 billion 
euros (at cum:nt prices) or 83.5% of the total costs, and, compan:d to 2013, the expenditure 
has dropped by 4 %. Personnel costs accounted for 5.3 billion euros or 10.5%- a rise of 
9.2 %, compared to 2013. Gross investment in tangible goods constituted 3.0 billion euros 
or 6.0% of total expenditure- 5.6% less than in 2013. 

(') BI!C-Ouoill<atlc.a by-Boollomic Catep:ieo. 
(') n.-~tia..., Uodudod ....U,.......!BEC ..._;... 
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Reduction in gross investment in tangible goods was recorded only in services sector - of 
13.8%, in construction and trade the indicator grew by 30.7% and 5.1%, respectively, 
while in industry it did not cbaDge. ID 2014, out of the total capital investml:nt 50.4 %were 
made in services sector, of which 40.8% in tnmsportation and stomge and 37.0% in real 
estate activities. Almost one third or 32.3% of the capital investment were made in industry, 
with the laxgest share (51.0 %) inwsted in IIIIIIlUfiwturing. 

Compared to 2013, in 2014 the greatest rise in penonnc1 costs was observed in 
construction -14.6 %, followed by services- 10.9% and trade -10.5 %, while the smallest 
increase was recorded in industry - 3.6 %. Costs of purchase of goods and services in 
industry declined by 9.1 %, in services - by 4.0 o/o, in construction and trade-by 2.3 %. 

Production value by kind of activity 

(million euros) 

9 745 9 291 9 826 9 969 

Industry Construction Trade Services 

2013 • 2014 

Key business statistics by kind of activity; 2014 

(at current prices) _., _,., 
NACE l'lullaWir -- ,_.mt --(B-N; Sl5 without K) 50!1197.1 10 :u:u 41883.4 !!1288.2 
Tot.l, million MJro• 

(B-E) Industry 10 314.1 2 792.5 7 732.0 1 335.2 

(F) Construction 4 182.1 889.4 3 344.0 547.7 

(G) wholesale and retail 24 932.1 2 309.1 22 870.0 1 224.5 
trade; repair of motor 
vehldes and motorcydes 

(H-N; 95 without K) 11 568.8 4 321.2 7 917.4 2 180.8 
Services 

18. Industry 

Rise In volume of Industrial production 

Compared to 2014, in 2015 volume of industrial production grew by 3.6 %. The rise was 
due to the increase in manufacturing (of 4.3 %), as well as mining and quarrying (of 6.4 %), 
while in electricity and gas supply volume of industrial. production stayed at the level of the 
previous year. 

Compared to the yearbefure, in201S the most notable rise in manufacturing was intl=ed 
by the increase in manufiwture of computer, electronic and optical products - of 39.9 %, 
IIIIIIlUfiwture of furniture- of14.2 %, wood proceNing- of7.1 %, and IIIIIIlUfiwture ofbasic 
metals. 

Compared to 2014, in 2015 the most significant reduction was observed in manufacture of 

wearing apparel- of 15.3 %, manufilcture of other non-metallic mineral products - of 9.8 
%, and in IIIIIIlUfiwture of food products - of 4.8 %. Compared to 2014, in 2015 
manufacturing turnover did not cbaDge, and 63.9 % of the products sold were exported (in 

2014-61.6 %). 

50 _____________ LATVlA. STATUnCS IN BRIEF 2018 I CSI 



Volume indices of industrial production 

(at constant prices) 
OVIII'tiJeprelliDIM 

NACE 
20%4 

(B, C. D) lndustrlsl production 98.9 

(B) Mining and quarrying 102.7 

(C) Manufacturing 99.7 

(D) Electr1clty and gas supply 95.3 

Industrial production (volume) index 

(2010=100) 

!!!!! 
20%S 

103.6 

106.4 

104.3 

100.0 

za:zo~:zao 

20%4 20%S 

113.5 117.6 

115.3 122.7 

121.8 127.0 

89.1 89.1 
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so 
- a,c,o - a 

Turnover Index In manufacturing 

(at current prices; 2010=100) 

c D 

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 
160 

140 

120 

100 

80 

60 
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Structure of manufacturing turnover 

(per cent) 

497 51 54 1 59.4 60.8 

50.3 49.0 45.9 40.6 39.2 

63.5 61.7 

36.5 38.3 

: 
Exports 

61.6 63.9 

38.4 36.1 

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

• Domestic market Exports 
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Strudure of manufaduring output by kind of economic adivity; 
2015 

Manufacture of 
computer. electronic 
and optltill prvdur:t5, 
electrical equipment 

Other 
manufa<tur1ng \ 

19.7'1!. \ 

(NACE,2&-27} ~ 
7.3'1!. 

M•nufa<ture of other 
non-metallic mlne"'l 
produr:t5 (NACE, 23) 

5.9'1!. ----

Manufacture of c::hemic::als, 
chemical products, __.---

phamaceutlcal produr:t5 and ----­
prepanrtlons (NACE, 20-22) 

7.5'1!. 

Manufacture of 
food prvducts 
and beverages 

10-11} 

Manufacture or 
wood and of 

products of wood 
(NACE, 16) 

27.0'Mo 
Manufacture: of basic metals and fabricated 

metal products (NACE, 24-25) 
9.0'1!. 

Volume Indices of Industrial produdlon by main Industrial 
grouping 

(calendar-adjusted data as per cent over t1u: pn:vious period) 

zneetmediiJie Energy C:.pltMtJtNH/11 CDn6umer C'Gnsumer - -2006 103.5 106.6 112.6 108.0 

2007 99.8 104.7 112.1 91.7 
2008 92.8 99.1 117.4 73.0 
2009 84.7 92.8 63.7 81.1 
2010 124.2 108.1 120.4 97.0 

2011 112.8 101.0 125.2 105.7 
2012 108.8 97.2 123.4 104.2 
2013 99.1 95.4 100.7 110.0 
2014 101.6 95.3 99.2 112.0 
2015 111.1 99.9 102.4 114.4 

19. Construction 

Greatest number of building permits issued for new 
single-dwelling houses 

---108.1 

100.2 
96.0 
80.0 

105.0 

103.8 
102.7 
102.8 

96.9 
92.8 

In 201 S, 1 386 building permit. (I} were issued for construction of new single-<iwelling 

buildings and 655 permit. were granted fur construction, capital repai:ra, reconstruction and 

restoration of CJristiDg siDgl.e-<iwelling houses, 151 permits - fur construction of new 

industrial buildings and warehouses, and 145 - for construction in existing indus1rial 
buildings and warehouses. 

Building permits Issued for new construdlon 

2013 2014 :l01S 

Single-dwelling buildings (excluding summerilouses 1 370 1 405 1 386 
and garden nauses) 

Two- and more dwelling buildings 79 66 152 
Hotels and similar buildings 45 46 88 
Office buildings 18 16 73 
Wholesale and retail trade buildings 42 58 111 
Industrial bulldlnss and warehouses 241 273 296 

(') s....ms&am 1h•4<hquona- .c 2014, lh<~amJ'O""'b' J111"'1alm-.. ...,; .... .....,....,...""""""of .....dam. 
bafutins .,...m ~-tioruz wi1h lh<nquhmmtafm ;,;,;.,x, of............,._ 
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Rise in construction of civil engineering structures 

Comp11Ied to 2014, in 2015 CODBtruction output (acconling to calendar adjusted data) 
diminished by 1.2 %, comprising 1 743.8 million e\U'OS at current prices. Construction of 
buildings :6::11 by 7 %, of which comtruction of residential buildings - by 8.5 %, while of 
non-residential buildings - by 6.S %, whereas construction of civil engineering structures 
increased by 5.2 %. The most notable rise 'IIV8S recorded in construction of local pipelines 
and cables - of 26 %, and construction of hBrbours, waterways, dams and other 
waterworks- of 22.7 %. While significant reduction 'IIV8S observed in CODStruction of 
bridges, elevated highways, tunnels and subways - of 18.4%, md construction of main 
pipelines, communication and electricity lines - of 11.1 %. 

Indices of production In construction 

(Section F ofNACE cl85sification, at constant prices) 

201.3 20U 20~S 20U 20U 20~S 

Construction output 

Bullclngs 

Civil engineering strucb.Jres 

106.9 108.1 98.8 138.1 149.0 

104.2 133.7 93.0 134.2 179.3 

108.8 90.7 105.2 140.5 125.9 

Construction output by building type 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 

147.2. 

168.2 

132.5 

100% 

-2010 

2011 

2012 

2013 

2014 

2015 

• Residential buildings Non-residential buildings Clvtl engineering structures 

20. Retail Trade 

Rise in retail trade turnover 

Comp11Ied to 2014, in 2015 indmt:rial turnover increased by 5.5 %. More than a tbird of 
retail. tm.de turnover was taken by retail. sale of food that rose by 2. 7 % during the year. 
Rctsilsaleofnon-foodproducts increased as well-by7.3 %,as comparedto2014. In201S, 
the sharpest rise was recorded in retail sale via mail order houses or via Internet, retail sale 
of information and communicalion equipment, retail sale of pllarmaceuticals and medical 
goods, as well as in n:taiJ. sale ofhBrdware, paints and glass. 

Retail trade turnover Index 

(by NACE activity, at constant prices) 
o .... ~~~e ,.,._,.., Onr20!0 

2014 20JS 2014 20JS 

(47) Retail trade, total 103.5 105.5 118.2 124.6 

(4711; 472) Retail sale of food 103.4 102.7 112.8 115.8 
products 
(4719; 473-479) Retail sale of 103.6 10 7.3 121.9 130.8 
non-food products 
~4730l Retail sale of automotive fuel 105.8 109.2 104.3 113.9 
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Turnover indices of retail trade enterprises 

(2010=100) 
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21. Agriculture 

Agricultural output tends to Increase 

In 2015, total agricultural output at constant prices rose by 16.8 %. The rise was promoted 
by the 27.9% iru:rea.se in output of crop products, especially in lwvcstc:d production of 

cereals (of 36 %) that reached the highest level reconled. During the last five years, output 
of livestock products shows moderate, but stable iru:rea.se- in 2015 livestoc.k output grew 

by4.9%. 

Agricultural output Indices 

(as per cent of the previous year) 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 
130 

120 

110 

100 

90 
- Total - crop production Livestock production 

Compaied to 2014, in 2015 price indices of agricultural output decreased by 7.5 %. Prices 

of crop products grew by 2.3 %. The growth was encouraged by the rise in vegetable and 
IllpC prices of34.0% and 13.6 %, n:speWvely, while purchase prices of grain fell by 2.6 %. 
In 2015, the drop in producer prices of meat ( ofl1.6 % in pork prices and of3. 7 % in mutton 
and goat meat prices) and milk (of26.6 %) led to the 15.8% decline in prices of livestock 

products. 

The greatest harvested production of grain In Latvla history 

In 2015, lwvested production of grain comprised 3.0 billion tons - 35.7 % more than in 

2014- reaching the greatest lwvested production of grain in Latvia history. The growth 

was influeru:ed not only by the increase in sown areas (2.6% more than in 2014), but also 

by significant rise in production lwvested from Dlll: hectare of sown area - from 34.0 

quintals in2014 to 44.9 quintals in2015. Average yieldofwinlcrwhcat from Dlll: hectare 
rose by72.8% during the year-in201S this croptook43.2% oftotal sown area of cereals, 
while share thereof in the total harvested production of grain reached 53.1 %. In 2015, 

2 564.8 thousand tons of grain produced in Latvia were purchased (31.7% more than in 
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2014) that is the greatest wlW!lt purchased of all time. While average purchase price of 

grain was the lowest recorded during the last five years- 143.43 euros per ton in 2015. 

Sown area ofnpe reduced by 11.1 thousand hectares or 11.1 %. Average yield ofnpe gn:w 
from 18.5 quinta1s in2014to 32.9quintah in2015, while barvestedprodu;tionofnpe seeds 
increased by 107.2 thousand tons or 57.8 %. 

In 2015, 194.9 tbousand tons of vegetables were produced (including vegetables in 

greenhouses)- 3.5 thousand tons or 1.9% more than in 2014. Open field vegetable areas 

dropped by 1.8 %; whereas, as average yield ofvegetsbles grew from 217 quintsls in 2014 

to 225 quintals in 2015, production thereof gn:w by 1.8 %. Planted areas and harvested 
production of potatoes diminished by 7.3 % and 1.6 %, respectively, while average yield 

from one hectare rose by 6.1 %. 

Rise in number of sheep, drop in number of cattle and pigs 

At the endof2015, agricultural hol.dings were breeding419.1 thousand eatt1e- 2.91housand 
heads or 0. 7 % less than a year before. Number of cattle aged 1-2 yea:rs rose by 1.3 thousand 

or 1.8 %, and number of cattle over 2 yea:rs gn:w by 0.5 thousand or 0.2 %, whereas number 

of eatt1e under 1 year diminished by 4.8 thousand or 4.1 %. Number of dairy cows fell by 
3.5 tbousand or 2.1 %, while number of suckling cows increased by 4.6 tbousand or 13.6 %. 
During the year, number of pigs dropped by 15.3 thousand or 4.4 %. The year before, 
numberofsheepwentup by9.7thousandor 10.5 %, and number of goats -by0.4thousand 

or3.2%. 

Live5tock production 

In 2015, 85.4 tbousand tons of meat were produced -1.3 %more than in 2014. The increase 

was due to the rise in production of beef and weal of 6.3 %, in productinn of poultry - of 

3.4%, and inproductionofllllltton and goat melt- of13.3 %. Whereas producti.onofpm:k 

declined-by 3.0 %. 

Last year, 978.1 thousand tons of milk were produced (incl goat milk) - 6.3 thousand tons 
or 0.7% more than in 2014. Annual average milk yield from one daily cow reached 5 508 
kg - 93 kg or 1.6 % more than a year ago. 

In 2015, 698.2 million eggs were produced -7.7 %more than a year before. One laying hen 

on average produced 272 eggs that is the same amount as in the year before. 

Agricultural output indices 

(at constant prices) __ ,_.,.., 
-20!0 

ZOJ4 20J:s 20!4 ZQJIS 

Agrtculture, total 102.1 116.8 122.2 142.7 
Crop products 100.4 127.9 130.2 166.5 
Livestock: eroducts 104.8 104.6 122.2 117.2 

Crop production 

20!11 20!3 211!4 ZIIJ5 

Tol:lll -n a.-.., thad ... 1102.7 1146.5 1150.5 1168.8 

Of which: 
Cereals 541.5 583.9 655.2 672.4 
Rape 110.6 128.2 100.1 89.0 
Potatoes 30.1 27.3 26.8 24.8 
Vegetables 8.1 8.5 8.2 8.1 
Aven~ge yield, ql./..,. 
Cereals 26.5 33.4 34.0 44.9 
Rape 20.5 23.1 18.5 32.9 
Potatoes 161 182 189 201 
Vegetables 172 148 217 225 
Harvested yield, thsd t 
Cereals 1 435 1 949 2 227 3 021 
Rape 226 297 186 293 
PotBtoes 484 496 506 497 
V~etables 151 140 191 195 
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Number of livestock 

(at the CDd of the year, tboii88Dds) 
.ZIUII .ZIIJ.I .zo:u .21115 

Cattle 379.5 406.5 422.0 419.1 
of which dairy cows 164.1 165.0 165.9 162.4 

Pigs 389.7 367.5 349.4 334.2 
Sheep 76.8 84.8 92.5 102.3 
Goats 13.5 12.6 12.3 12.7 
Horses 12.0 10.7 10.1 9.6 
Poult!): 4 948.7 4 985.8 4 413.9 4 532.0 

Livestock production 

(thousands tons) 
.ZOJII .ZIIJ:J .ZIIJ4 .ZOJ5 

Meat (slaughter weight) 79.9 80.3 84.3 85.4 

beef and weal 18.4 16.7 17.7 18.8 
pork 37.2 35.9 37.0 35.9 
mutton and goat meat 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.9 
poultry 23.5 26.8 28.7 29.7 

Milk [incl. goat milk) 834.5 915.1 971.8 978.1 
Eggs, mln pes 714.9 629.5 648.3 698.2 
Wool,t 69 150 153 197 
Hone:r:, t 676 1666 1 704 2 091 

Livestock production per capita 

(kilogmms) 
.ZIIJII .ZIU.J .ZIIJ4 .ZOJS 

Grain 684 967 1116 1 527 
Potatoes 231 246 254 251 
Vegel:llbles 72 70 96 99 
Fruit and ben1es 6 9 6 6 
Meat (slaughter weight) 38 40 42 43 

porlc 18 18 19 18 
Milk 398 454 487 491 
Esss, eg 341 312 325 350 

Grain: harvested production, purchase, average purchase price 
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22. Tourism 

Increase In the traveller number 

In 2015, foreign trave1k:rs crossed the border of Latvia 6.8 thousand times - 9.5% more 
than in2014. Durlng1he period, foreign trave1len in La1via spent 742.2 million euros -73.7 

million or ll.O% more than a year before. The largest share of travellers came from the 

neighbouring countries: Lithuania (38.6 %), Estonia (19.4 %), and Russia (8.3 %). 

Compan:d to 1he year before, increase was recorded also in tbe number of overnight 

traveUen; from Estonia (of 56.8 %), Belgium (of 49.5 %), Finland ( of35.1 %), and Lithuania 

(of30.2 %). In 2014, number of overnight travellers from Russia grew by 4.5 %, while in 

2015 the indk:ator fell by 19.7 %. Out of the total number of foreign overnight travellen, 

44.7% visited Latvia for recreation, 27.8% visited friends or relatives, and23.6 %went on 
a business trip. Compared to 2014, number oftrave1k:rs arriving to La1via for recreation has 

gone up by 11.7 %. Out of all overnight foreign travellers CI'08sing Latvia border in 2015, 

48.0 % were using air transport, 43.5 %-road transport, 4.6 % - maritime transport, and 

3.9 %-railway transport. Foreign overnight travellers on average stayed in Latvia for 4.0 

days and totally spent 540.8 million euros - 4.6% more than in 2014. Out of 1he total 
number of foreign overnight travellers, 66.8 % stayed in lwtels or otbcr accoiiiiiiOdation 

establisbmonts, while 33.2 % - at their relatives or friends. Approximately one 1hird or 
33.5 %of overnight travellen visited Latvia for the first time. 

In 2015, number visitors In tourist accommodation 
establishments gone up by 3.1% 

In 2015, number of foreign visitors in Latvian accommodation establishments accounted for 
2.14 million- 2.0% more than in 2014. Compazed to 2014, number of foreign visitors rose 

by 3.1 %, reaching 1.5 million, while number of nights spent thereof in the country stayed 

at 1he previous year level (comprising a drop ofO.t %). Average length ofstay of the foreign 
visitors in accommodation establishments comprised 2 nights. Number of visitors from 
Russia fell by 31.5 %, however the drop was compensated by1he im:rease in tbetotal number 

of visitors from 1he European Union countries- Lithuania (of19.8 %), United Kingdom (of 

17.9 %), Estonia (of15.0 %), Sweden (ofl2.4 %), and Finland (ofl0.6 %). 

Out of tbe total number of foreign tourists, 79.1 % stayed in Riga, 8.2 % - in Jiirmala, 
1.7%- in Sigulda county, 1.5%- in Ventspits, and 1.5%- in Lieplja.. 

In 2015, number of foreign visitors in Riga accommodation establishmenls accounted for 

1.3 million- 4.6% more than in 2014. Number of foreign visitors in Rigs grew by 3.9 %. 

The majority of foreign visitors staying in Rigs accommodation establishmenls came from 
Germany (12.4 %), Russia {12.1 %), Estonia {8.2 %), Lithuania (7.1 %), Finland (6.1 %), 

NOIWBy (6.0 %), United Kingdom (5.4 %), and Sweden (5.4 %). 

In 2015, 664.6 thousand Latvia residents stayed in tourist accommodatiDn establishments, 

tbe number declined by 0.4 %, as compared to 2014. Number of nights spent by local 

residents in tourist accommodation establisllmc:nts decreased aa weD - by 3.6 %. Latvian 

residents stayed in accommodation establisbmonts in Rigs (25.1 %), Jiirmala (8.7 %), 
Liepija (7.1 %), Ventspils (5.3 %), and in Sigulda county (3.7 %). 

Overnight travellers by country; 2015 

Other 
countr1es 

Finland 18.6% \ 
2.4% 

Poland~ 
2.9% ---

Germany __ _ 

4.9% 

Sweden __./"' 
4.9% 

Lithuania 
38.6% 
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Visitors in tourist accommodation establishments of Latvia: 
number and changes in 2014 and 2015 

(thousands) 

Russia 297.6- 1.5% 
203.7 

Estonia 

Finland 
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Sweden 

United Kingdom 
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Italy 

2014 • 2015 • Changes in visitor number over 2014 

Nights spent in hotels and other accommodation 
establishments; 2015 
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Nights spent In accommodation establishments of Latvla; 2015 
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Overnight travellers by country of residence 

2010 2014 201S 

Totlll,tU. 1373.3 1843.4 2013.!1 

Lithuania 181.6 265.5 345.6 

Sweden 157.4 161.8 116.4 

Estonia 129.8 180.7 283.3 

Germany 108.6 168.3 181.6 

Finland 109.5 79.5 107.5 

United Kingdom 48.1 65.1 112.4 

Poland 36.9 45.7 50.3 

Denmark 34.4 29.5 30.4 

Czech Republic 9.8 16.4 21.6 

Russia 189.3 347.6 279.1 

Other countries 367.9 483.3 495.3 

Foreign travellers by purpose of trip 

20111 2014 211%5 

Totlll, ~ 100 100 100 

Purpose of trip 50.7 68.7 71.0 

recreation 23.8 39.8 43.1 

visit to fr1ends, relatives 13.0 17.2 16.2 

business 13.9 11.7 11.7 

Other 49.3 31.3 29.0 

tn~nslt 34.9 27.2 25.1 

Activities of hotels and other accommodation establishments 

2010 211U 2015 

Number ole.tabllshmenb 128 544 513 
(at the end otthe year) 

Hotels and similar accommodation 253 238 306 

Holiday and other short-stay 330 289 242 
accommodation 

Camping grounds, recreational parks, 45 17 15 
and trailer parks 

Number ol beds 34 657 33 451 34420 
(at the and oltha year) 

Hotels and similar accommodation 21 940 21 999 24 109 

Holiday and other short-stay 10 090 10 522 9 428 
accommodation 

Camping grounds, recreational parks, 2 627 938 883 
and trailer parks 

Number ot visitors, thscls 1 311.5 2 otll.4 2131.4 

Hotels and similar accommodation 1 070.6 1 747.7 1 865.3 

Holiday and other short-stay 163.5 279.4 205.4 
accommodation 

Camping grounds, recreational parks, 77.4 71.3 68.7 
and trailer parks 
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23. Information Society 

Information and communication technologies available to 
almost all Latvlan enterprises 

In 2015, 98.2% ofLatvian enterpriKs used computer 8lld 96.8% used the Interntt. In IBrge 

entetprises (employing 50 or more pelliODB) information and communication teclmDlogies 

(ICT) - computer and the Internet - are used by all employees, while in small enterprises 

(employing less than 50 penons) only 97.8% were using computer and 96.1% - the 
Interntt. 

The role of rcr is growillg - in 2009 the share of employees using computer with the 
Internet CODIK:ction on a regular basis accoiiiikd for 23.3 %, while in 2015 the share of such 

employees rose up to 49.3 %. In2011 only4.5% of employees were using mobile 1ntemct 
for professional and business needs, while in 2015- already almost every fifth employee or 

18.3 %. 

In 2015, 18.3 % of employees in Latvian enterprises had mobile Internet modems 8lld 

routers, and sim:e 2012 the share of such employees has grown by 10.8 percemage points. 

Moreover, the share of employees having enterprise's portable Internet devices does not 

depend on the enterprise size. Activities of enterprises engaged in the field of information 

teclmDlogies (IT), tourism, and energy would not be possible without using the Internet -

Internet use in those businesses reached 100 %. Whereas the smallest share of employees 
using Internet was observed in catering enterprises- 91.5 %. 

More than " half of enterprises have website 

In 2015, 59% of enterprises had website. Large and medium1ized enterprises tend to have 
website more often than small ones - 83.8 %, 94.6 %, and 53.3 %, respectively. Similarly 

as in previDus yeUB, also in 201 S most - 93.6 % - of infonnati.on and communication 

entetprises, as well as large share of enterprises engaged in accommodation activities -

93.3 % - had their website. While the smallest share of enterprises having website was 
n:corded among ones wotking in tmnsportation and stomge (39.5 %), n:tai1 tmde (39.8 %), 

and construction (42.9 %). 

Enterprise websites mainly colllain description and price list goods aDd services (55 %). 

Each sixth enterprise (15.3%) offured to place on1inc order or llllllre n:servation. Only 

13.3 %of entetprise websites coDiained job offets or oDiine job application forms. Privacy 

protection is guaranteed in 13.5 % of enterprises (website contained privacy policy 

statement orwebsite security certificate). 

In 2015, 23.0 % of small ente!prises, 29.6 % of medium-sized enterprises, and 59.5 % of 

large entetpriseswere communicati.ngviaonline social media. Since2013, the share of such 

entetprises has doubled aDd in 2015 reached 24.8% of the total enterprise number. The 

share of enterprises using online social media to develop enterprise's image or market 
products increased ftom 12.4% in 2013 to 24.8% in 2015. 

Internet connection types 

In 2015, 90.5 % of enterprises using Internet indicated that they use fixed broadband 
CODIK:cti.on (e.g., DSL, fibre opti.ca technology, cable technology, Wi-Fi, WiMax, rented 
lines, etc.). Rather large share is taken by the Internet connection via 3G or 4G network. The 
share of enteiprises connecti.ng to mobile Internet via portable computer, notebook, nelbook, 

laptop, tablet PC, or handheld device accounted fur 49.1 %. While S 1.9 % of enlelprises 

used other portable devices, e.g., smartpbone, connected to mobile telecommunication 

network (3G or 4G). 

In 2015, most part or 41.7 % of enterprises using Internet used only one type of CODIK:cti.on, 

25.1 %-two, wbile 33.2 %- thn:e types of Internet connection. An im:n:asing number of 
enterprises choose broadband connection, since it enhances higher data transfer rate. In 2009 

broadband Internet connection was available in 60.7 % of enterprises, while in 2005 it was 

used already by 95.0 % of enterprises. 
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Enterprises tend to choose fast Internet 

Download speed of the fastest fixed lntemct cODIICCtion in Llltvian enterpriaes is incn:asing. 
In201S, the largest share (61.5 %) of enterprises used Internet with the maximumcoutracted 
downloed speed of less than 30 Mbit/s. The share of enteiprises using Internet with the 
maximum contracted download speed 30-100 Mbi1is incn:ased from 9.2 % in 2012 to 
17.2% in 2015, and the share of companies with the fastest fixed intemet connection of at 

least 100 Mbit/s has grown from 10.2% in2012 to 21.4 % in2015. 

Cloud computing services used only by 8.3% 

Cloud computillg allows acoeslring software, computing power, and data lltorage locations 

(clouds), etc. onliru: by adjusting number of USCIS, data storage capacity, etc. service 

requirements easily. 

In 2015, 8.3 %of enterpriaes in Latvia used cloud computing services (in 2014- 5.7 %). 

The services were used by 7.0 % of small enteiprises, 13.6 % of medium-sized entmprises, 
and 21.8 % of large enterprises. EnleJprises engaged in infomWion and communication 
sector used the cloud computing services the most often (37.3 %), followed by companies 
of publiahing, audiovisual and broadcasting activities (19.6 %), firms dealing with travel 

agency, tour operator reservation service and related activities (14.4 %) and wholesale and 
retail tmde (12.0 %). 

a-Commerce 

'MI of to-till number of 
enterprises in the 
corresponding group 

by number of persons employed 

10-49 

50-249 

250+ 

32.0 

29.4 

42.1 

60.3 

35.1 

32.3 

44.7 

70.8 

8.2 

13.8 

18.5 

10.0 

8.4 

16.2 

25.1 

Enterprises using computer, Internet and having website; 2015 

(per cent of total enteiprise number) 

98.2% 

Internet connection types In enterprises 

(per cent of eoteiprises using Intemct) 

Fixed broadbBnd rnll!met connection 

Mobile broad band connection usl ng 3G or 4G 
mobile networK 

Other mobile connection via other portable 
devices (e.g., smartphone) 

2013 

97.1 

32.7 

23.0 

• Websites 

Internet 

Computer 

201-f 

96.2 

46.8 

29.9 

201S 

95.0 

49.1 

51.9 
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Broadband Internet connection and maximum contracted 
download speed in enterprises 

(per cent oftnlal enterpme number) 
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Enterprises buying cloud computing services In 2014 and 2015 
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24. Access to the Internet in Households 

Three out of four households have Internet 

In 2015, 76.1% ofhouseho1dll had access to tb: Internet, while in 2004 those were only 
14.7 %. Out of the population aged 16--74, 74.9% used internet on regular basis('~ During 

the recent years, IIUIIlber of Intemet users is growing in almost all age groups, however 

indicaton differ among various levels of education and age. Intemet on regular basis was 

used by 92.8 % of people having attained higher education, by 71.0 % of persons with 
secondary education, and by 52.8 % of residents witb basic education or lower, moreover 
by 100 % of pupils and students. Young people used the Intemet every day or almost every 
day: 97.0% of persons aged 16--24 and 96.7% of persons aged 25-34. Moreover, the largest 
share of Internet users was recorded in households with children. Notably smaller share-
31.5 %-is taken by persons aged65-74. 

Households prefer broadband Internet 

Over the past 11 years, the number of broadband Internet connections haa risen more than 

14 times. In 2015, 74.4% of households had broadband Intemet connection, compared to 
only 5.4% in 2004. Nevertb:less number ofbroadbend Intemet connections in household~~ 
is growing sharply, in 2015 the indicator was 6 percentage points lower than the EU average. 

The largest share of broadband lnterrlct connections (95%) was recorded in Luxembourg. 
while the smallest in Bulpria (59%). 

Increasingly more people prefer onllne shopping 

During the last eleven yean, the number of persons buying goodll or services over the 
Internet haa risen sharply- ftom 3.3 %in 2004 to 44.9% in 2015. Along with the change 

in population shopping habits and increase in the number of on1inc purchaaes, in 2015 

turnover in eniclprises selling goodll and services via Internet haa grown by 19.3 %, as 

compared to 2014 (15.7 %). In 2015, clothes, sports goodll and tickets fur events were 
purchased or ordered over the Internet the most commonly- 50.8% and 28.9% of persons 
making CH:OIIIIIICIIle purchases, respectively. Nevertb:less ICT habits do not depend on 

gender, online purchases of males and females tend to differ. In 2015, 57.0 % of females 
buying or ordering goodll or services fur private use over the Internet purchased clothes, 

sports goodll - 14 percentage points more than same purchases made by males. Whereas 
males more often purchaaed electronic equipment (21 percentage points more) and computer 
hllrdware (13 percentage points more). 

Use of cloud computing services 

Cloud computing services is one of the latest ICT products (e.g., Googlc Drive, Dropbox, 

iCloud, etc.) that refers to ICT services that are used over the Intcmct and allows storing 
data files on remote server (in clouds). In 2015, 21.1 % or approximately one fifth of the 
total population (26.7% ofintcmct users) were using cloud computing services. Students 
and pupils accounted for the largest share of cloud computing service users (52.8 %) 
followed by young people aged 16--24 (49.4 %). 

Access to the Internet In various types of households 

(per cent of total household number in the corresponding group) 

21H15 2GJIJ 21JJ4 

All households 30.5 59.8 73.4 

3 adults with children 45.2 81.9 94.2 

2 adults with children 43.4 82.5 94.6 

1 adult with children 29.3 78.0 93.9 

2 adults 21.5 48.9 67.1 

1 adult 11.7 31.9 48.7 

(
1
) Utcttholll.ttmtrtathwt(lftCtla~. 

21JJ5 

76.0 

96.0 

94.1 

81.6 

74.6 

52.0 
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Access to the Internet in households in 2015 (') 

(per ocnt of total household IIUIIIber) 
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Broadband Internet connection in households 
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Internet activities in 2015 

(per ocnt of the total population in the corresponding age group) 

TDrai 11-24 25-54 55-74 

Sending/receiving e-mails 68.6 94.1 81.8 37.2 

Reading onllne news siteS/newspapers/ 69.1 74.4 81.7 46.0 
news magazines 

Internet Banking 64.3 71.3 78.9 37.2 

Participating In social networlcs (creating 57.5 93.5 70.0 23.6 
user profile, posting messages or other 
contributions to facebook, twitter, 
draugiem.lv, etc.) 

Finding information about goods or 54.5 71.4 67.7 26.1 
services 

Telephoning over the Internet/ video 43.6 66.9 49.1 26.2 
calls (via webcam) over the Internet 

( 1) Ha. md h=afta- ht quatilc """"" ""'-hnLh ..nth lbc ..,_., mc..n.lcod, ..trilc 4th quatilc - hauKbolds with the 
mpcotmc..n.Iad. 
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e-Commerce purchases 

(per ocnt of the total population in the corresponding age group) 
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e-Commerce purchases for private use; 2015 

(per cent of population making pure bases over the Internet in the corresponding group) 
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Oothes, sports goods 50.8 
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Share purchases, insurance policies and 26.1 
other financial services 

Electronic eQuipment (Incl. Photo and video 28.1 
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Telecommunication services (e.g. TV, 9.0 
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(per ocnt of total population) 
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25. Research and Experimental Development 

Long-term RloD targets In Latvla 

Resean:h amd experimema1 development (R&D) intensity is the ratio of the gross domestk: 
expenditure on R&D to the gross domestic product. Expenditure on R&D in Latvia has been 
low for a long time. One of the "Europe 2020" strategy headline targets states that 3 % of 

the EU's GDP should be invested in R&D. Latvia has set a nati.oDa.l R&D intensity target of 

l.S% till2020 and of3 % till2030. Compared to 2013, in 2014 Latvian R&D expenditure 

has grown by 0.09 percentage points comprising 0.69% of the GDP. For comparison- in 

Lithuania R&D expenditure accounied for 1.02 % of the GDP amd in Estonia- for 1.46 %. 

In 2014, smaller R&D intensity than in Latvia among EU countries was recorded only in 
Cyprus (0.47 %) amd Romania (0,38 %). Average R&D intensity in the EU ac=Jilted for 
2.03%. 

RaD mainly undertaken In higher education sector 

In 2014, in Latvia 162.8 million euros were invested R&D- 16.7% more than in2013. The 

largest share or44.2% oftotaiR&D fundiiJg still came from abroad, 27.8 %-from business 
enterprise sector, 25.6 % - from gow:rntnent sector, amd 2.4 % - from higher education 
sector. Compared to2013,R&D funding in government sector has dropped by3.4%, while 
in business enterprise sector it has risen by 46.9 %. 

In Latvia R&D mainly is undertaken in bighcr education sector. In 2014, R&D undertaken 

within tbis sector amounted at 66.0 million euros, constituting 0.28 % of the GDP. R&D 

carried out within the govcmmcnt sector amounted at 39.0 million curos or 0.16% of the 
GDP, while within business enterprise sector- at 57.8 million euros or 0.25% of the GDP. 

Increase in RloD expenditure 

In 2014, R&D e>qlellditure in Latvia constitoted 162.8 million euros- 16.7% more than a 

year before. Almost ahalf(44.2% or 72.0 millioncuros) oftotal R&D expenditure COll8isted 
of funding from abroad, 45.3 million euros came from business enterprise sector, 41.7 

million euros - from govemii~Cnt sector, while 3.8 million euros - from higher education 
sector. 

RaD intensity 

zoos ZOJO 201.3 zou 
Total, million euros 7.2.0 109.5 131.5 15.2.8 

R&D Intensity In L..atvla 0.56 0.60 0.60 0.69 

R&D intensity in EU 1.76 1.93 2.03 2.03 

RaD expenditure in 2014 

by"""""' of,,.,,.,., 
TD'-1 ""of -- jJOnm- hlflll ... fJIJP.,..,.,_ m.m-- -- - -Totlll, million euros 152.8 0.19 45.3 41.7 3.8 72.0 

Higher educBtion sector 66.0 0.28 4.7 26.7 3.8 30.8 

Government sector 39.0 0.16 6.1 14.2 18.7 

Business entei'J)I'ise 57.8 0.25 34.5 0.8 22.5 
sector 

R&D intensity 0.69 X 0.19 0.18 0.02 0.30 

1111 _____________ LATVlA. STATUnCS IN BRIEF 2018 I CSI 



RllD personnel 

(:full-time equivalent) - 211lll 2111.3 21114 

IUU) penonnel 3 282 3896 3 625 3748 

Higher education sector 2 224 2 629 2 348 2 291 

Government sector 589 635 707 681 

Business enterprise sector 469 632 570 776 

Doctorate holders 

(IIUillber of peiSons) 

300 

200 

100 

0 
2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 
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RaD intensity by aec:tor; 2014 
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26. Environment and Environmental 
Protection 

Forest resources 

Nevertheless timber exports indicate incn:ase, the an:a of country territory covered by forest 
has expanded. Data acqWred witlrin the mcmitoring of fure!lt resources show that, on 
1 January 2014 forest area in Latvia occupied 3 260 thousand heetan:s or 50% of total 
country territory, 1 510 thousand hectares of which were state-owned (46.3% oftotal fore!lt 
area), while forestlandbelongingtootherownenoccupied 1 750thousandhectares (53 .7% 
of total furest an:a). 

Out ofthe total area of forest .tands, 53 % were taken by coniferous trees. Latvia forests are 
dominated by three tree species-pine, birch, and spruce- the stands thereof totally occupy 
three fourtbs of the total forest areL The remaining furest area is taken by black alder, grey 
alder, asp, ash, and oak stands. The share of birch and other de<:iduous tree .tands in Latvia 
is ~ing. since agrieu1tural an:a is still rapidly overgrowing with de<:iduous trees. In 
2009-2013, average produetion of timber constituted 12.0 millioo m3 -approximately 70% 
of the inm-eue in the sanding timber. 

Specially protected nature territories 

There are 683 specially protected nature territories Cl in Latvia that are grouped in eight 
categories and occupy 19 % of the land area. Thoae are: 4 national parks, 1 biosphere 
reserve, 42 nature parks, 9 protected landscape areas, 261 nature reserves, 4 strict nature 
reserves, 7 protected sea territories, as well as micro-reserves housing three mammal, two 
amphibian, 24 invertebmte, as well as 23 bird species. It has been planned to create new 
micro-reserves in eight bird specie colony sites. 333 telritories in Latvia occupying more 
than 7.9thousandtmr or 12% of the total land an:aan: listed in the European Ulrioom:twork 
of protected areas Natura 2000: 4 strict nature reserves, 4 nati.ooal parks, 239 nature reserves, 
37 nature psrks, 9 protected la:rulseape areas, 7 protected sea territories, and 24 micro­
reserves. 

Mineral deposits and freshwater reserves 

Dolomite, gypsum, limestone, sand·gnlvel, sand, quartz sand, clay and peat are the main 
mineral resources (') in Latvia. MmcnJls of the cmmliy mainly are used in production of 
construction materials and chemicals and in small amounts also in energy sector (peat). 

The largest underground freshwater reserves are ensured by basins of rivers Daugava (223.2 
million m') and Gauja (41.5 millioo m'). In 2013, 155.4 million m' ofwaterwere obtained 
from underground. 

Waste management 

During the last five years, volume of municipal waste generated has grown gnldually, 
reaching 2 014 thousand tons in 2014 (1 131 thousand tons in 2010}. However, it should be 
noted that, per capita waste generation rates in Latvia are comparatively low. The indicator 
comprised 1 281 kg in 2014 - the third lowest rate in the EU. Lower municipal waste 
generation per capita was recorded only in Romania (254 kg in 2013) and Poland (272 kg), 
while the highest rates were observed in Deiiiiiiirk (759 kg), Cyprus (626 kg), and 
Luxembourg (653 kg). Whereaa in Lithuania the indicator constituted 433 kg per capitL 
Average generation of municipal waste per capita registered in the EU amounted to 475 kg. 

Air pollution 

Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions is one the key indkators character:ising atmospheric 
pollution. In 2013, 10.91 million tons ofGHG were emitted in Latvia. Energy and tnnsport 
sector were amoog the greatest GHG sources in 2013, emitting 66 % of the total GHG 
volume. Sim:e 1995 agricultural sector annually has been emitting approximately 2 thousand 
tons of eo, equivalent. During the last ten years, GHG emissions from this sector have 
grown by 13 %. 

(
1
) llotooftho-.c.m.v.tiollAc-Y. 

(') Dotoofthouhlmllii........,~GoolosYII!d~C..tro. 
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Forest land of Llltvia (') 

Total forest land, thsd ha 
Forest area, thsd ha 
Area of forest stands, thsd ha 
Forest cover, 'lb 
Standing timber, mln m' 

Tree species (') 

-· -

3 558 
3 241 
3 191 

50 
647 

2014 

3 575 
3 260 
3 198 

50 
668 

20J4 - -dlllfl dtttfl r::. .,_"" un:::: rm:::, ~.,_"" lllmJMr, l!tnlhr, 
rnln 11111 "" milt m• 

TOTAL 31go.6 
Coniferous 1 457.8 
trees 
pine 891.8 

spruce 566.0 
Dedduous trees 1 732.7 
birch 896.2 
asp 246.1 
black alder 160.8 
grey alder 317.0 
ash, oak 49.3 
other deciduous 63.4 
trees 

Removals (') 

(thousand m') 

Final felling 
Thinning 
Reconstructive felling 
Sanitary felling 
Other felling (Incl. Illegal) 

100 
45.7 

28.0 
17.7 
54.3 
28.1 

7.7 
5.0 
9.9 
1.5 
2.0 

646.5 100 
341.5 52.8 

223.7 34.6 
117.9 18.2 
305.0 47.2 
155.7 24.1 
57.7 8.9 
34.4 5.3 
41.0 6.3 
9.4 1.5 
6.8 1.1 

:Jlg7.5 100 
1 443.7 45.1 

859.7 26.9 
583.9 18.3 

1 753.8 54.9 
90 2.0 28.2 
257.3 8.0 
183.4 5.7 
309.6 9.7 

38.1 1.2 
63.4 2.0 

2010 

11 461 
1 069 

34 
266 
151 

Felled areas and forest regeneration c'> 

Felled areas, thsd ha 
Final felling 
Thinning 
Reconstructive felling 
Sanitary felling 
Other felling 
Forest regeneration, thsd ha 

of which seeding and planting 

Municipal and hazardous waste c•> 
(thousand tons) 

lfunlclpal-

2010 20J4 

Generated 1131.4 2 013.7 
Collected 1 375.8 1 821.3 
Processed 647.3 1 895.5 
Landfllled 635.0 709.6 
Exported 332.8 550.2 

(') .-of!hoMhrloyofAarioult=,Moai~ofF....,........._ 

(') .-oflhoSII!e-Srrvioo. 
(') ._of !he U1Wm Hnw..mm~ OoolasY and MdaooalosY ~ 

20JO 

105.6 
49.6 
30.4 
0.39 
22.5 

2.7 
32.2 
10.8 

20JO 

55.1 
86.9 
54.2 

7.1 
12.1 

667.1 
349.2 

223.7 
125.5 
317.9 
159.8 
63.4 
38.8 
40 .5 

7.7 
7.6 

"" 100 
52.3 

33.5 
18.8 
47.7 
24.0 
9.5 
5.8 
6.1 
1.2 
1.1 

2014 

9 460 
1 468 

8 
595 
148 

2014 

108.8 
43.4 
33.5 
0.04 
30.2 

1.7 
38.0 
12.9 

20Jof 

81.0 
88.7 
97.0 

8.5 
8.5 
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Emissions of hazardous substances into atmosphere 

(thousaud tons) 
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Environmental protedion expenditure 

(million euros) 
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27. Energy 

In 2014, gran energy consumption has not changed 

During the last ten yean, gross energy consumption has not changed notably. In 2004, gross 
energy consumption constituted 188.7 PJ- 1.3% more than in 2014 (186.2 PJ). While in 
2014, gross energy consumption(l87.1 PJ) has dropped by 0.2 %, as compared to 2013. 

Sh= ofmwwable energy m;ources (RER) in gross energy consumption is growing ewry 
yell". In 2008, sh= ofRER in gross energy consumption IIQ:Ounted for 29.81 o/o, wlrile in 
2013 - for 37.07%, and in 2014 -for 38.65 %. RER used in Latvia are local energy 
resources. 

As compared to 2013, 2014 indicates significant rise in the volume offuelwood produced­
of 16.8 %, ofwlrich volume ofpelleted wood produced grew by25.3 %and volume of wood 
chips produced -by 29.7 %. The reason behind such an increase is rise in the fuelwood 
consumption in transformation sector and indu8try of 15.9% and 14.8 o/o, respectively (as 
compared to 2013). 

Complll"Cd to the yell" before, in 2014 energy consumption in heat and electricity production 
(transformation sector) declined by 3.0 %. Heat and electricity production in Latvia mainly 
is based on lllltuml gas, however, the Rh= thereof in the transformation sector is decreasing 
gnulually. B. g., in 2008 naturu gas Rh= in transfOrmation sector accollllled for 79.7 %, in 
2012- for 74.1 %, in 2013 -for 69.8 %, while in 2014- fur 64.3 %. During a three-yell" 

period, asnatumlgassh=reduced, the sh=ofRER.roseby 11.7%, andin2014 it reached 
35.1 %. It is a significant trend, bearing in mind thatRERconsumed in transformation sector 
are local energy resources - fuelwood and biogas. 

In2014, final consumptionofencrgyresources IIDlDUDted at 166.6 PJ -0.4% more than in 
2013. Rise in final consumption of energy resources in 2014 was recorded in industry and 
transport, while household sector indicated small reduction (of2.4 %). 

Notable increase in transport sector was observed in consumption of liquefied petroleum 
gas - in 2014 the indicator grew by 11.7 %, as compared to 2013, and by 42.4 %, as 
compared to 2012, reaching 2.6 PJ. Diesel is the main energy resoun:e used in the transport 
sector, s~ the Rh= thereof took 61.5 % in 2014. Biodiesel and bioetbanol sh= in 
transport sector was very small-2.0% in 2014, indicating a 17.6% increase CM!I"2013. 

In 2014, final enctgy consumption in household sector constituted 51.8 PJ-2.4% less than 
in 2013. As compared to 2013, in 2014 consumption of wood briquettes in households fell 
by 35.0 %, consumption of firewood- by 5.8 %, wlrile consumption of heat- by4.8 %. It 
may be explained by the filet that, dming the heating season mean air temperature in 2014 
was higher than in 2013. 

Decline In petrol consumption In transport sedor 

In 2014, the llll"gest Rh= of fuel consumed within the transport sector was taken by diesel 
oil- 61.5% of total sector energy consumption. Compared to 2013, diesel oil consumption 
in transport sector grew by 5.8 %. Motor petrol was the second most commonly used fuel 
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in the transport sector, in2014 COllSUIIIption tbmeofamounted to 8.6 PJ -2.0% less than in 
2013. Since 2009, consumption of liquefied petroleum gas in tnmsport sector is growing, 

and in 2014 the indicator constituted 2.6 PJ - 11.7% more than a )'\'U befon:. LPG 

consumption is increasing mainly due to the low price tbmeof. 

Slight rise in electricity produced 

In2014, 5 140 GWh ofelectricitywen:prodru:ed- a drop ofl7.2%, as compared to 2013. 

Electricity produced in hydropower plants reduced by 31.6 % and in combim:d heat and 
power (CHP) plants- by 5.4 %. While in wind power plants 141 GWh of electricity were 
produced- 17.5% more than a )'\'U befon:. Compared to 2013, in 2014 electricity imports 

roseby71 %. 

Number of CHP plants and Installed electrical capacity thereof 
still increasing 

Number of CHP plants and installed electrical capacity thereof confumed to increase in 
2014, although the growth rate n:duced: number ofCHP plants rose by 25.8% in 2013 and 
by 5.4% in 2014. There wen: 175 aetive CHP plants in Latvia with total installed electrical 

capacity 1 265.3 MW. 

Gross energy consumption by key energy resource 

MU 2DJ4 

Total, TJ 187138 186155 

Oil products 59 274 59 652 

Solid fuel 3042 2 503 

Natun~lgas 50 269 45 386 

Fuel wood 53 106 55 921 

Electr1dty 15 793 16 021 

Other fuels 5 654 6 672 

Mean air tempen~ture In autu mn/wlnter, •c 1.86 2.87 

Energy consumption by sector 

21113 20J4 

Pin• -ptian, TJ 1859Z7 1881104 

Industry (Incl. construction) 35 764 36 433 

Tn~nsport 45 315 46 295 

Households 53 066 51 816 

Agriculture, forestry, hLW~Iing, fishing 6 519 6 475 

Other consumers 25 263 25 585 

Share or renewable& In final energy consumption; 2008-2014 

(per cent) 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
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Enervy consumption in transport sector 

(per ocnt) 
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28. Transport 

Volume of freights carried has declined 

6 209 

2 912 

3 177 

120 

5140 

1 993 

3 006 

141 

Ail compared to 2014, in2015 total freight volume cmied within the main transport sectors 

decreased by 2 %. 1"IKl sbaupest reduction was recorded in the volume of national l"OIId 
freights - of 2.4 million tons or 4. 7 %. 

Notable drop in rail freights 

In2015, 55.6 million tons ofgood9 were cmied byillil-a decrease of2.4 %, as compared 

to 2014. National I1li1 freigh volume comprised 1.7 million tons (33 %more than a year 
before), while volume of international freights constituted 53.9 million tons (3.2% less than 
in 2014). Out of the total international freight volume cmied by rai~ 48.3 million tons or 
89.4 % were import freights (incl. freights transported to the Latvian ports). Volume of 

import ftei.gbls decreased by 1.1 million tons or 2.3 %, as compared to 2014. The drop may 

be explained by the decline in the freights of coal, oil products, and iron ore from Russia. In 
2015,2.8 million tons of export freigbls were cmied by rail (incl. from the Latvianports)-

1.7 million tonnes (37 %) less than a year before. 2.8 million tons of freight were cmied in 
transit throughLatvia-1 million tons (53.7 %) more than in2014. 

Increase recorded In International freight transport by road 

In 2015, 62.2 million tons of freight were cmied by road- the same volume as in 2014. 

Volume of national freights decreased by 2.4 million tons or 4 .7 %; while volume of 
international freigbls grew by 2.3 million tons or 19.5 %. Export freights accounted fur 4 .3 

million tons- 1 %more than in 2014. Compared to 2014, the volume of freights transported 

to Estonia grew by9.7 o/o, to Germany- by 5.1 %, and to Lithuania- by 2.7 %. While the 
volume of freights transported to Russia fell by 28.7 %. Ail compared to 2014, in 2015 
import freights constituted 2.6 million tons, showing a drop of5.8 %. Significant reduction 

was recorded in freights from Lithuania- 33.2 % less than in 2014. Whereas volume of 

(
1
) IncludJns dcdric""""' P-· 
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freights imported from Estonia amounted to 0.6 million tons - 3.3 % more. In 2015, cross­

tnlde and cabotage freights carried by vehicles registered in Latvia grew shuply. In 2015, 

cross-tnlde and cabotage fu:igbts accounted for 7.1 million tons- 2.4 million tons or 50.6 

% more tban in 2014. Due to the economic sanctions imposed by the European Union on 
Rll8sia and deteriomtion of economic situation in Russia, Latvian road fu:ight carriers 

cluUlged the activities thereof to providing services abroad. The bulk (1.1 million tons) of 
freights were carried in Sweden- 0.7 million tons (150.4 %) more tban a year before; 0.8 

million tons offu:ightwere carried in Germany (0.5 million tons or 138.9% more). In 2014, 

5. 7 million tons of oil products were transported by tbe oil products pipeline - 22.5 % more 

tban in 2013. 

Less passengers carried by public transport 

In 2015, 250.7 million passengers were carried by public transport- a decrease of2.6% or 

6.6 million passengers, as~ to 2014. Changes in tbe number of passengers carried 
have ne explicit trend since 2010. As compared to 2010, during the tim: period from 2011 

ti112014, the number of passengers clllried increased (in 2011 -by 2.2 %, in 2012- by 
0.8 o/o, in 2013 -by 3.1 %, in 2014- by 2.4 %); whereas in 2015 the indicator dropped 
slightly- by 0.2 %. 

Length of transport roads at the end of the year 

2CICIS 2010 2014 

State railway lines, km 2. 270 1897 1860 

State roads, thsd km 20.2 20.2 20.2 

M unicip!ll roads, thsd km 31.6 30.7 30.4 

Tram lines, km 162 167 157 

Trolley-bus lines, km 211 210 204 

011 products pipelines, km 417 417 417 

Gas pipelines, km 1 281 1 240 1 242 

Number of vehicles at the end of the year 

zoos ZOJO ZOJ.f ZOJ5 

Passenger cars, thsd (') 742.4 636.7 657.8 679.0 

of private owners, 'Ill 88.9 87.5 89.9 90.2 

Buses, thsd (') 10.6 5.4 4.8 4.8 

of private owners, % 26.4 13.0 8.0 8.1 

Lorries (including road tntetors), thsds (') 113.1 71.6 83.2 86.0 

of private owners, % 37.0 2.7.8 25.9 26.5 

Trolley-buses 322 302 257 269 

Tramcars 336 319 274 266 

State Railway locomotives 2.05 197 206 204 

State Railway passenger carriages (') 492. 2.38 2.38 238 
vessels with gross registered tonnage of 100 
or over 206 176 172. 175 

Aircrafts (engine propelled) 95 2.15 2.47 258 

(') s-, !tom 30 Deoember 2009, anew Nle boa 1>em in1r0duoed to the Cabinet Roplaliau 'On Vehide~"­
whi<le .........!!tom the J~et~Uta'.A whi<lenllll0¥lldl!om1he ~ o!Vebioleo in 1he fullowinj;.....: iflhe wiliclo io 
-mtlyrec~Jte~od la a 1breJan ..,.,try IDd thlJ li<t iJ <OD!hmodl>y !he iDfurmot!m oflhefunip All- (]lrovided 
lhlt the Rood Trlffic Salilty Direc:torote bu aulom8ted """'"" to the OlCil1'0ip(ll1d ~) or doc:ument iJ illued by the 
oorreopondlq; ilnl&n nlg~Jtw; lflhe ¥0blole hu not lllldqoae t«::urlcol inJpeetlmllld no ,..UU.Umltt!vity boa beea 
doao to !he ..mdo lbr Bvo )'OlD. 

(') Includins.....;..,. in dcdrio md &cod ......... 
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Road freight b'ansport in 2015 

Tom4 mln. t CloiJIIfleS over ZOlof, 'Ill 

Tot. I 

National freights 

Export freights 

Import freights 

Cross trade and Cllbotage freights 

62.2 

48.2 

4.3 

2.6 

7.1 

Key commodity groups in road freight transport; 2015 
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20% 

0% 
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• Metal ores and other mining and quarrying 
products; peat 

Rail freight transport in 2014 and 2015 

(by quarter, million toos) 
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Passenger transport 

2005 2010 2014 201S 

Number of passengers arrtved at Rig a 939 2 315 2 409 2 584 
International Airport, thsd pers. 

Number of passengers departed from Rig a 938 2 349 2 403 2 576 
International Airport, thsd pers. 

Passenger anrtvals at the Port of Rlga by 45.0 319.3 332.0 224.3 
ferry, thsd pers. 

Passenger departures from the Port of 53.1 327.6 345.0 232.8 
Rlga by ferry, thsd pers. 

Passenger arrivals at the Port of Rlga by 48.8 58.6 60.8 69.2 
cruise ship in transit, thsd pers. 

Rail passenger transport, mln pers. 25.9 20.9 19.2 17.1 

Reoular bus passenoer transport, 221.2 145.0 146.1 145.7 
mln pers. 

Trolley-bus passenger transport, 91.4 44.4 47.0 44.8 
mln pers. 

Tram passenger transport, ml n pers. 90.9 41.0 45.0 43.1 

In Rlga 72.8 31.4 34.7 33.4 

in Ueplja 8.8 2.9 3.7 3.0 

in Daugavpils 9.3 6.7 6.6 6.7 

Passengers In regular domestic bus tramc lines and routes 

(millionpenons) 
0 50 lOO 150 200 

2009 
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2011 

2012 

2013 

2014 

2015 

• Urban routes • Regional local routes Regional interurban routes 
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