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Statistics are about people. What is interesting about statistics are not the figures as such,  
but rather what they say about real life – our society and conditions of life as human beings.

Denmark in Figures 2011 gives you a short and simple picture of Denmark and the Danes. 
The publication addresses everyone, including those who have not detailed statistical knowledge.

Denmark in Figures tells the reader the story about Danish society and its development. 
A story testifying to the great changes experienced by society over the last 30 to 40 years.

Statistics Denmark (middle of picture) is situated in the eastern part of 
Copenhagen, Østerbro

Jan Plovsing, National Statistician

Statistics Denmark is the national statistical bureau of Denmark. Our mission is to produce and 
disseminate trustworthy statistics on social and economic trends in society. Statistics Denmark was 
founded in 1850 when democracy was introduced in Denmark. 
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Denmark is a small country compared 
neighbours. 
times larger
has an area of 
Denmark has a coastline that is ex
en the size of the country. Denmark has a coas
line of 7,314 km, corresponding to almost 1.5 m
tre coast per inhabitant.

 

One characteristic of Denmark’s geography 
many islands, a total of 407. The largest islands 
are, in the or
Thy, Funen, Lolland and Bornholm. Jutland (i
Vendsyssel
try’s total area. Two
farmland.

• • • DID YOU KNOW THAT
In Denmark, it rains every second day. O
year has 171 days with a precipitation of more than 0.1 
mm). In 2009, however, there were 184 days of 
precipitation. 

In a year, the average temperature changes from 0 
°C in Januar
compared with the 
in more than 100 years was a January day in 1982 
with a temperature of 
an August day in 1975 with a temperature of
36 °C. 

 THE KINGDOM OF DENMARK
Includes, besides Denmark, the self
Greenland and the Faroe Islands. The ice free part of 
Greenland is almost 10 times larger than Denmark, while 
the Faroe Islands are 30 times smaller than Denmark.

 

 

GEOGRAPHY AND CLIMAT

Denmark is a small country compared 
neighbours. Sweden 
times larger, respectively,
has an area of 43,
Denmark has a coastline that is ex
en the size of the country. Denmark has a coas
line of 7,314 km, corresponding to almost 1.5 m
tre coast per inhabitant.

haracteristic of Denmark’s geography 
many islands, a total of 407. The largest islands 
are, in the order mentioned, Sealand, Vendsyssel
Thy, Funen, Lolland and Bornholm. Jutland (i
Vendsyssel-Thy) makes up 69
try’s total area. Two
farmland. 

• • • DID YOU KNOW THAT
In Denmark, it rains every second day. O
year has 171 days with a precipitation of more than 0.1 
mm). In 2009, however, there were 184 days of 
precipitation. • • • 

In a year, the average temperature changes from 0 
anuary to 16

compared with the 
in more than 100 years was a January day in 1982 
with a temperature of 

gust day in 1975 with a temperature of

THE KINGDOM OF DENMARK
Includes, besides Denmark, the self
Greenland and the Faroe Islands. The ice free part of 
Greenland is almost 10 times larger than Denmark, while 
the Faroe Islands are 30 times smaller than Denmark.

GEOGRAPHY AND CLIMAT

Denmark is a small country compared 
Sweden and Germany 
, respectively, 

43,098 km
Denmark has a coastline that is ex
en the size of the country. Denmark has a coas
line of 7,314 km, corresponding to almost 1.5 m
tre coast per inhabitant. 

haracteristic of Denmark’s geography 
many islands, a total of 407. The largest islands 

der mentioned, Sealand, Vendsyssel
Thy, Funen, Lolland and Bornholm. Jutland (i

Thy) makes up 69
try’s total area. Two-thirds of Denmark’s area is 

• • • DID YOU KNOW THAT 
In Denmark, it rains every second day. O
year has 171 days with a precipitation of more than 0.1 
mm). In 2009, however, there were 184 days of 

 

In a year, the average temperature changes from 0 
16 °C in A

compared with the average occur. The coldest day 
in more than 100 years was a January day in 1982 
with a temperature of -31 °

gust day in 1975 with a temperature of

THE KINGDOM OF DENMARK
Includes, besides Denmark, the self
Greenland and the Faroe Islands. The ice free part of 
Greenland is almost 10 times larger than Denmark, while 
the Faroe Islands are 30 times smaller than Denmark.

GEOGRAPHY AND CLIMATE

Denmark is a small country compared 
and Germany is ten 

 than Den
km

2
. On the other hand, 

Denmark has a coastline that is extraordinary gi
en the size of the country. Denmark has a coas
line of 7,314 km, corresponding to almost 1.5 m

haracteristic of Denmark’s geography 
many islands, a total of 407. The largest islands 

der mentioned, Sealand, Vendsyssel
Thy, Funen, Lolland and Bornholm. Jutland (i

Thy) makes up 69 per cent of the cou
thirds of Denmark’s area is 

In Denmark, it rains every second day. O
year has 171 days with a precipitation of more than 0.1 
mm). In 2009, however, there were 184 days of 

In a year, the average temperature changes from 0 
August. Great variations 

average occur. The coldest day 
in more than 100 years was a January day in 1982 

°C. The hottest day was 
gust day in 1975 with a temperature of

THE KINGDOM OF DENMARK 
Includes, besides Denmark, the self-governing 
Greenland and the Faroe Islands. The ice free part of 
Greenland is almost 10 times larger than Denmark, while 
the Faroe Islands are 30 times smaller than Denmark.

E 

Denmark is a small country compared to its closest 
is ten and eight 

than Denmark, which 
. On the other hand, 

traordinary gi
en the size of the country. Denmark has a coas
line of 7,314 km, corresponding to almost 1.5 m

haracteristic of Denmark’s geography is the 
many islands, a total of 407. The largest islands 

der mentioned, Sealand, Vendsyssel
Thy, Funen, Lolland and Bornholm. Jutland (incl. 

per cent of the cou
thirds of Denmark’s area is 

In Denmark, it rains every second day. On average, a 
year has 171 days with a precipitation of more than 0.1 
mm). In 2009, however, there were 184 days of 

In a year, the average temperature changes from 0 
Great variations 

average occur. The coldest day 
in more than 100 years was a January day in 1982 

The hottest day was 
gust day in 1975 with a temperature of

governing areas of 
Greenland and the Faroe Islands. The ice free part of 
Greenland is almost 10 times larger than Denmark, while 
the Faroe Islands are 30 times smaller than Denmark. 
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Denmark has no high mountains, great rivers or deep valleys. 
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Danes live on average more than 
today than in 1970. Today’s average life expecta
cy is 80
men. At the beginning of the 1900s, average life 
expectancy was almost 53 years for men and 56 
years for women
 
While the Danes live longer, they also get children 
at a later age. Today Danish women are on ave
age 29 years old when they g
child. This 
since 1970 when women were almost 24 years old
when giving birth for the first time

The women’s fertility, i.e. how many children are 
born per woman, influences the growth of the 
population. 
birth to 2.1 children for the population to re
produce 
igration counterbalance each other. From 1970 to 
2000 the fertility was 1.5 to 1.8. Today it has i
creased to 1.8 which is still below 2.1.
 
• • • DID YOU KNOW THAT
Age is no barrier to love. In 2009, the oldest bride was 94 
years while 
bride was 17 years old while the groom was 18 years old. 
• • • 
 
Danish men and women are also older before they 
marry. In 1970, 8
women were married, while this is true of only 4
per cent of the women at that age today. Men are 
on average 3
when they marry for the first time. Though Danes 
marry at a more mature age, 
sarily make the marriage 
record of divorces are 15,7
2004. In 2009, there were 14,940 divorces.
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 Life’s defining moments postponed

 Danes live longer now, but we also get children later and marry later than we 
used to. Significant events are postponed until later in life.
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employment rate and a low unemployment rate in a European context. 
Part of the explanation is Danish women’s high employment 

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

1970 1975

Per cent

www.statbank.dk/ru121d
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Labour force population
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Employed 
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Women 
64-year-olds. 

www.statbank.dk/ras1

UNEMPLOYMENT

Unemployed 

 

Women 

Unemployed rate
 The number of unemployed and employed do not sum up to the labour force population as the unemployment is the ave

age unemployment throughout the year
ber the year before). 

www.statbank.dk/

High employment among women

Danes are good at taking their turn on the labour market. We have a high 
employment rate and a low unemployment rate in a European context. 
Part of the explanation is Danish women’s high employment 

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 

1980 1985

www.statbank.dk/ru121d and aulp01

THE POPULATION AND T

population, 16-66 years

Labour force population 

www.statbank.dk/ras1, ras207

UNEMPLOYMENT 

Unemployed rate 
The number of unemployed and employed do not sum up to the labour force population as the unemployment is the ave

age unemployment throughout the year

www.statbank.dk/aar and aul01

High employment among women

Danes are good at taking their turn on the labour market. We have a high 
employment rate and a low unemployment rate in a European context. 
Part of the explanation is Danish women’s high employment 
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THE POPULATION AND THE LABOUR MARKET

Unit

66 years 1 000

people

per cent

207, pend1xx, rasu2

Unit

1 000

people

per cent

The number of unemployed and employed do not sum up to the labour force population as the unemployment is the ave
age unemployment throughout the year, and the labour force population is measured at a certain time of the year (end of Nove

ul01 

High employment among women

Danes are good at taking their turn on the labour market. We have a high 
employment rate and a low unemployment rate in a European context. 
Part of the explanation is Danish women’s high employment 

1995 2000 2005

HE LABOUR MARKET

Unit 1985 

1 000  3 417 

people  2 729 

-  1 476 

-  1 253 

-  2 494 

-  1 368 

-  1 125 

per cent 79.9 

- 85.8 

- 73.8 

2, rasu22, ras1f 

it 1985 

1 000 252 

people 111 

- 141 

per cent 9.1 
The number of unemployed and employed do not sum up to the labour force population as the unemployment is the ave

and the labour force population is measured at a certain time of the year (end of Nove

High employment among women

Danes are good at taking their turn on the labour market. We have a high 
employment rate and a low unemployment rate in a European context. 
Part of the explanation is Danish women’s high employment 
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HE LABOUR MARKET 

 1990 

  3 480 

  2 794 

  1 488 

  1 306 

  2 560 

  1 379 

  1 181 

 80.3 

 84.5 

 75.9 

 and ras1f1 

 1990 

  272 

  124 

  148 

 9.7 
The number of unemployed and employed do not sum up to the labour force population as the unemployment is the ave

and the labour force population is measured at a certain time of the year (end of Nove

High employment among women 

Danes are good at taking their turn on the labour market. We have a high 
employment rate and a low unemployment rate in a European context. 
Part of the explanation is Danish women’s high employment rate.

 

1995 

 3 546 

 2 796 

 1 491 

 1 305 

 2 517 

 1 357 

 1 160 

78.9 

83.1 

74.5 

1995 

 288 

 134 

 154 

10.4 
The number of unemployed and employed do not sum up to the labour force population as the unemployment is the ave

and the labour force population is measured at a certain time of the year (end of Nove

  

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE
Unemploye
of the total workforce

 

 

LABOUR FORCE
Total of those employed 
and those 
between 16 and 66
up to 2006 and between 
16 and 64 years from 
2006. 

Danes are good at taking their turn on the labour market. We have a high 
employment rate and a low unemployment rate in a European context.  

rate. 

2000 

 3 594  3 558

 2 786  2 734

 1 478  1 422

 1 308  1 312

 2 668  2 691

 1 420  1 397

 1 248  1 293

77.5 

81.4 

73.6 

2000 2009

 150 

 68 

 82 

5.4 
The number of unemployed and employed do not sum up to the labour force population as the unemployment is the ave

and the labour force population is measured at a certain time of the year (end of Nove

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE
mployed as per cent 

the total workforce

LABOUR FORCE 
Total of those employed 
and those unemployed 
between 16 and 66 years
up to 2006 and between 
16 and 64 years from 

 

 

Danes are good at taking their turn on the labour market. We have a high   

  

2009 

3 558 

2 734 

1 422 

1 312 

2 691 

1 397 

1 293 

76.9 

79.2 

74.4 

2009 

 98 

 59 

 39 

3.6 
The number of unemployed and employed do not sum up to the labour force population as the unemployment is the aver-

and the labour force population is measured at a certain time of the year (end of Novem-
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that Danish women are more frequently part of 
the labour force than in many other European 
countries. 
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force. A great number of these are persons rece
ving early retirement pensions or civil servants 
earned pensions, etc. (27 pct.), early retirement 
pay (17 pct.) and students
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In the last ten years average wages have increased by 42 
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There have always been more men than women 
on the Danish labour market, but today the diffe
ence is much smaller than previously. Today men 
make up only 
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In the early 
rate was historically high in Denmark. Since then, 
the unemployment rate has decreased drastically
and reached its lowest point in 2008. During 2009 
the unemployment rate increased again.
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There have always been more men than women 
on the Danish labour market, but today the diffe
ence is much smaller than previously. Today men 
make up only 
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In the early 
rate was historically high in Denmark. Since then, 
the unemployment rate has decreased drastically
and reached its lowest point in 2008. During 2009 
the unemployment rate increased again.

A large share of the Danish population is part of 
the labour force. An impo
that Danish women are more frequently part of 
the labour force than in many other European 

However, one
working age (16-64 years) are outside the labour 
force. A great number of these are persons rece
ving early retirement pensions or civil servants 
earned pensions, etc. (27 pct.), early retirement 
pay (17 pct.) and students
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women on the labour market are part
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arts, entertainment and recreation
34 per cent are part-time employees, followed by 
other business services 

• • • DID YOU KNOW THAT
In the last ten years average wages have increased by 42 
pct. in the private sector.
have increased by only 22 per cent resulting in a consi
erably higher purchasing power. 

There have always been more men than women 
on the Danish labour market, but today the diffe
ence is much smaller than previously. Today men 
make up only slightly 

In the early to middle 
rate was historically high in Denmark. Since then, 
the unemployment rate has decreased drastically
and reached its lowest point in 2008. During 2009 
the unemployment rate increased again.
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There is more and more room for activities in 
Danish dwellings. 
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sed from 42
especially due to the fa
have become larger. The average dwelling area 

reased from 106.4 in 1980 to 11
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. The average household size has decreased 
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type of ownership. 
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• • • DID YOU KNOW THAT
62 per cent of the Danish dwellings have district heating 
compared to 34 per cent in 1981. At that time, 53 per 
cent of the dwellings were oil
14 per cent today. • • •

Considerably fewer young people live in a privat
ly owned dwelling today than 2

51 per cent of the 20
privately owned dwelling, while the figure was 
per cent in 2010. 
elderly live in their own dwelling.

DWELLING 
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and being intended for year

There is more and more room for activities in 
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sed from 42.6 m² to 5
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larger. The average dwelling area 

reased from 106.4 in 1980 to 11
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. The average household size has decreased 
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62 per cent of the Danish dwellings have district heating 
compared to 34 per cent in 1981. At that time, 53 per 
cent of the dwellings were oil-fired, which is true of only 

• • • 

Considerably fewer young people live in a privat
ly owned dwelling today than 2

per cent of the 20-
privately owned dwelling, while the figure was 

. During the same period
elderly live in their own dwelling.

characterized by having its own address 
and being intended for year-round use.
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Since 1980, the ave

in occupied dwellings 
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that more 

. The average household size has decreased 
s in 1970 to 2.1 persons in 20

Today, there are more than 1 million one
houses and 1 million flats (apartment houses) in 
Denmark. Consequently, they are the preferred 

The number of dwellings in 
family houses has witnessed the 

increase. Today, Denmark has 
types of dwel

trebling since 1970. 
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DWELLINGS

  

Dwellings, 

Of which:

 One

 Multi

 Terraced houses

 Farmhouses

 Students hostels

 

Occupied dwellings, total

0-59 m

60-99 m

100-

Over 159 m

 

Average dwelling size

Avg. dwelling size per person

Persons per dwelling
� 

Lots of room in dwellings

Danish craftsmen
Since 1970 the number of dwellings has increased by 
same period, we have 

TYPE OF DWELLING

www.statbank.dk/bo

DWELLINGS 

Dwellings, total

Of which: 

One-family houses

Multi-family buildings

Terraced houses

Farmhouses 

Students hostels

Occupied dwellings, total

59 m
2
 

99 m
2
 

-159 m
2
 

Over 159 m
2
 

Average dwelling size

Avg. dwelling size per person

Persons per dwelling
www.statbank.dk/bol3

Lots of room in dwellings

craftsmen have been busy laying bricks and putting up the roof tree. 
Since 1970 the number of dwellings has increased by 
same period, we have also 

TYPE OF DWELLING. 2010

www.statbank.dk/bol33 

total 

family houses 

family buildings 

Terraced houses 

Students hostels 

Occupied dwellings, total 

Average dwelling size 

Avg. dwelling size per person

Persons per dwelling 
www.statbank.dk/bol3, bol33, 

Lots of room in dwellings

have been busy laying bricks and putting up the roof tree. 
Since 1970 the number of dwellings has increased by 

also been provided 
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Unit 

1 000 

  

-  

-  

-  

-  

-  

  

 1 000  

per cent  

-  

-  

-  

  

m² 

Avg. dwelling size per person m² 

average 

, bol6, bol66,bol51

Lots of room in dwellings

have been busy laying bricks and putting up the roof tree. 
Since 1970 the number of dwellings has increased by 

provided with more space in our homes.

Owner-occupied dwellings, 64 per cent

Social dwellings, 19 per cent

Housing cooperative dwellings, 7 per cent

Public dwellings, 2 per cent

Other or not stated, 8 per cent

1970 

 1 742 

  

712 

735 

116 

175 

. . . 

  

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

  

. . . 

. . . 

2.7 
bol51 and bol511 

Lots of room in dwellings 

have been busy laying bricks and putting up the roof tree. 
Since 1970 the number of dwellings has increased by 

with more space in our homes.

Owner-occupied dwellings, 64 per cent

Social dwellings, 19 per cent

Housing cooperative dwellings, 7 per cent

Public dwellings, 2 per cent

Other or not stated, 8 per cent

1980 

 2 145 

  

  878 

  891 

  154 

  165 

  24 

  

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

  

106.4 

42.6 

2.5 
 

have been busy laying bricks and putting up the roof tree. 
Since 1970 the number of dwellings has increased by 58 per cent. 

with more space in our homes.

Owner-occupied dwellings, 64 per cent

Social dwellings, 19 per cent

Housing cooperative dwellings, 7 per cent

Public dwellings, 2 per cent

Other or not stated, 8 per cent

1990 

 2 573  

  

  959  

  922 

  266 

  156 

  29 

  

 2 246  

  12.8 

  37.2 

  35.9 

13.0 

  

107.0 

47.4 

2.3  

have been busy laying bricks and putting up the roof tree. 
per cent. During the 

with more space in our homes. 

Owner-occupied dwellings, 64 per cent

Social dwellings, 19 per cent

Housing cooperative dwellings, 7 per cent

Public dwellings, 2 per cent

Other or not stated, 8 per cent

2000 

 2 726  2 749

  

 1 019  1 089

  967  1 055

  314 

  133 

  34 

  

 2 415  2 559

  13.5   

  37.6 

  34.9   

14.0 

  

108.8 111.4

49.7 

2.2  

 

have been busy laying bricks and putting up the roof tree. 
During the 

 

 

 

Owner-occupied dwellings, 64 per cent

Housing cooperative dwellings, 7 per cent

2010 

2 749 

  

1 089 

1 055 

  388 

  124 

  38 

  

2 559 

  12.2 

37.1 

  35.1 

15.6 

  

111.4 

51.8 

2.1 
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Social benefits 

Danes contribute to taking care of each other through the social security 
system of the welfare society. 
Almost all Danes will sooner o
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TRANSFER PAYMENTS

  

Total

Temporary, total

Unemployment benefit

Sickness benefit

Maternity benefit

Cash benefit

Rehabilitation

Activation 

Leave benefits

Unemployment allowance

Permanent, total

Old-age pension

Early retirement pension

Early retirement pay
Note: The figures are calculated as whole
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Social benefits 

Danes contribute to taking care of each other through the social security 
system of the welfare society. 
Almost all Danes will sooner o

EXPENDITURE ON SOCIA

www.statbank.dk/udg1

TRANSFER PAYMENTS

Total 

Temporary, total

Unemployment benefit

Sickness benefit 

Maternity benefit

Cash benefit 

Rehabilitation 

Activation  

Leave benefits 

Unemployment allowance

Permanent, total

age pension 

Early retirement pension

Early retirement pay
Note: The figures are calculated as whole

www.statbank.dk/sam7

Social benefits 

Danes contribute to taking care of each other through the social security 
system of the welfare society. 
Almost all Danes will sooner o

EXPENDITURE ON SOCIA

www.statbank.dk/udg1 

TRANSFER PAYMENTS  

Temporary, total 

Unemployment benefit 

 

Maternity benefit 

Unemployment allowance 

Permanent, total 

 

Early retirement pension 

Early retirement pay 
Note: The figures are calculated as whole

www.statbank.dk/sam7, sam77

Social benefits – sooner or later

Danes contribute to taking care of each other through the social security 
system of the welfare society.  
Almost all Danes will sooner or later receive social services.

EXPENDITURE ON SOCIAL AND HEALTH 

 

Unit

1 000

persons

Note: The figures are calculated as whole-year recipients which 

sam77 and auh01 

sooner or later

Danes contribute to taking care of each other through the social security 

r later receive social services.

AND HEALTH SERVICES

Unit 1985 

1 000  1 353 

persons   367 

-   195 

-   33 

-   25 

-   101 

-   13 

- . . . 

- . . . 

- . . . 

-   956 

-   641 

-   229 

-   86 
recipients which indicates 

Sickness and health, DKK 125 billion

Disability and rehabilitation, DKK 81 billion

The elderly, DKK 200 billion

Families, DKK 70 billion

Unemployment and employment,
DKK 36 billion
Housing subsidies, DKK 12 billion

Social assistance benefits, DKK 14 billion

sooner or later

Danes contribute to taking care of each other through the social security 

r later receive social services.

SERVICES. 2009

 1990 

  1 451 

   421 

   210 

   42 

   32 

   115 

   22 

 . . . 

 . . . 

 . . . 

  1 000 

   669 

   245 

   87 
 that not all recipient

Sickness and health, DKK 125 billion

Disability and rehabilitation, DKK 81 billion

The elderly, DKK 200 billion

Families, DKK 70 billion

Unemployment and employment,
DKK 36 billion
Housing subsidies, DKK 12 billion

Social assistance benefits, DKK 14 billion

sooner or later 

Danes contribute to taking care of each other through the social security 

r later receive social services. 

9 

1995 

 1 641 

  559 

  231 

  42 

  36 

  102 

  17 

  53 

  79 

. . . 

 1 081 

  678 

  267 

  136 
recipients receive benefits 

Sickness and health, DKK 125 billion

Disability and rehabilitation, DKK 81 billion

The elderly, DKK 200 billion

Families, DKK 70 billion

Unemployment and employment,

Housing subsidies, DKK 12 billion

Social assistance benefits, DKK 14 billion

Danes contribute to taking care of each other through the social security 

2000 2009

 1 531  1 585

  423   

  124 

  54 

  34 

  89 

  28 

  70 

  24 

. . . 

 1 108  1 272

  671   

  258   

  179   
s receive benefits the whole year

Sickness and health, DKK 125 billion

Disability and rehabilitation, DKK 81 billion

Unemployment and employment,

Housing subsidies, DKK 12 billion

Social assistance benefits, DKK 14 billion

 

Danes contribute to taking care of each other through the social security   

  

 

2009 

1 585 

  314 

  98 

  77 

  59 

  62 

  5 

. . . 

  2 

  10 

1 272 

  903 

  237 

  131 
whole year. 

Total social service 
amounted to DKK 
sponds to 
of the expenses were paid by the public sector, 
while the remaining expenses were paid by the 
employers (1
per cent)
contribution to labour market funds.

 

The elderly receive the major part of social se
vices through pensions, nursing homes, home 
help, etc. 
part in the form of primarily hospitals and health 
insurance. The disabled and 
services in the form of, for example, early retire
ment pension
Families with children recei
of, among other things, day
child benefits.
receive social services sooner or later.
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care or residential institutions. Of these, nearly 60 per 
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sons on early retire
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the labour market, for example due to illness, 
maternity leave or unemployment.
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The elderly receive the major part of social se
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help, etc. 
part in the form of primarily hospitals and health 
insurance. The disabled and 
services in the form of, for example, early retire
ment pension
Families with children recei
of, among other things, day
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• • • DID YOU KNOW THAT
Approximately 12,800 children and young persons under 
18 years are p
care or residential institutions. Of these, nearly 60 per 
cent are more than 12 years old. • • •

 

Unemployed adult Danes 
payments. Most transfer payments are perm
nent payments to adults who
the labour market, such as pensioners and pe
sons on early retire
received by those who are temporarily out
the labour market, for example due to illness, 
maternity leave or unemployment.

 

SOCIAL

Total social service 
amounted to DKK 539

33 per cent 
of the expenses were paid by the public sector, 
while the remaining expenses were paid by the 
employers (12 per cent) and the employees (2

; the latter primarily through the special 
contribution to labour market funds.

The elderly receive the major part of social se
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Boys and girls who live with families that have received 
social benefits use hospital 26 and
respectively more than the average child. • • •

 

Boys under the age of ten are more frequently 
hospitalized than girls of the same age. Boys are 
more frequently diagnosed with bronchitis, ast
ma and pneumonia compared to girls. This diff
rence is equalled out in their teens, and when they 
become old, especially women are hospitalized, 
but women make up a larger share of the popul
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several explanations for the increased n
criminal offences. The welfare of society, empty 
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greater preparedness to report are among the r
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• • • DID YOU KNOW THAT
Forgery is far less common than previously. In 2009, the 
number of forgeries reported was only a sixth of the 
level in 1980.
of credit cards rather than cheques. • • •

 

The number of criminal offences differs from r
gion to region. There is a great difference b
tween whether you live in a city or in the country. 
The metropolitan area and major cities such as 
Odense, Ve
of offences per inhabitant, while 
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Offences reported to the police or which have come to 
the knowledge of the policy in other ways. In 2009, 15 
per cent of the reports lead to charges.
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is accounted for in, f
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Today, much fewer Danes than previously are e
ployed in traditional industries such as agriculture, 
fishing, manufacturing and construction.
these industries accounted for 57 per cent of the 
employment, whil
2009. Today, more people work with private se
vices instead, for example banking, insurance, ICT, 
cleaning and design. This stresses the fundame
tal change undergone by society in recent decades 
– from an agrarian and manufacturing society to a 
service society.
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A rather large share of newly founded enterprises does 
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founded in 2001 had survived by the end of 2008. • • •
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them have more than 50 employees. Enterprises 
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the labour force.
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Construction
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Public & personal services
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Include a number of different service industries in the private 
and retail trade, transport, restaurants, banks, ICT and consultancy services.

 

From a manufacturing to a service society

The character of Danish society has changed in recent decades. In terms of 
employment, Denmark has turned from an agrarian and manufacturing 
society to primarily a service 
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 PRIVATE SERVICES

Include a number of different service industries in the private 
and retail trade, transport, restaurants, banks, ICT and consultancy services.

From a manufacturing to a service society

The character of Danish society has changed in recent decades. In terms of 
employment, Denmark has turned from an agrarian and manufacturing 
society to primarily a service 
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PRIVATE SERVICES 

Include a number of different service industries in the private 
and retail trade, transport, restaurants, banks, ICT and consultancy services.
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From a manufacturing to a service society

The character of Danish society has changed in recent decades. In terms of 
employment, Denmark has turned from an agrarian and manufacturing 
society to primarily a service society.
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Include a number of different service industries in the private 
and retail trade, transport, restaurants, banks, ICT and consultancy services.

From a manufacturing to a service society

The character of Danish society has changed in recent decades. In terms of 
employment, Denmark has turned from an agrarian and manufacturing 

society. 
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The character of Danish society has changed in recent decades. In terms of 
employment, Denmark has turned from an agrarian and manufacturing 
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2006 

298 

14 

7 

11 

25 

4 

2 

8 

14 

2 239 

3 155 

 754 

Include a number of different service industries in the private sector, such as wholesale 
and retail trade, transport, restaurants, banks, ICT and consultancy services.
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Farms become fewer and larger

The number of active Danish farms is steadily falling. The size of the 
remaining farms is increasing, while small family hold
 

 

NUMBER OF 

 0

 10

 20

 30

 40

 50

 60

 70

 80

 90

� 

 

KEY INDICATORS OF DA

  

Farms, total

0.0-19.9

20.0-

50.0-

100.0

Agriculture area, total

Organic farms

Organic arable land

 

Degree of specialization

No cattle or pigs

Pigs, no cattle

Cattle,

Cattle and pigs

Production of pork

Export of pork
1 Including export of livestock.

� 

 

Farms become fewer and larger

he number of active Danish farms is steadily falling. The size of the 
remaining farms is increasing, while small family hold

NUMBER OF FARMS BY AREA

 0

 10

 20

 30

 40

 50

 60

 70

 80

 90

1990 1992

Thousand farms

www.statbank.dk/bdf

KEY INDICATORS OF DA

Farms, total 

19.9 

-49.9 

-99.0 

100.0 + 

Agriculture area, total

Organic farms 

Organic arable land

Degree of specialization

No cattle or pigs 

Pigs, no cattle 

Cattle, no pigs 

Cattle and pigs 

Production of pork

Export of pork
1
 

Including export of livestock.

www.statbank.dk/bdf

Farms become fewer and larger
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Farms become fewer and larger

he number of active Danish farms is steadily falling. The size of the 
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Farms become fewer and larger

he number of active Danish farms is steadily falling. The size of the 
remaining farms is increasing, while small family holdings are disappearing. 
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Danish agriculture is moving towards fewer and 
larger farms. Since 1970, the number of farms of 
less than 50 hectares has been reduced from 
140,000 to 
more than 50 hectare
to 15

 

There is 
farming and closure of what may be called 
farms
feeding systems and milking robots, has made 
larger farms possible, while it has been difficult to 
render small family farm

 

Agricultural products constitute 
one tenth of total exports with pork as the most 
important product.

 
• • • DID YOU KNOW THAT
Danish farms are the home of approximately 12 million 
pigs. The majority of the pigs are kept in Jutland, while 
the remaining number is distributed between Funen, 
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Certified organic farming is a relatively new ph
nomenon in
number of organic farms increased from 523 to 
3,4
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Danish agriculture is moving towards fewer and 
larger farms. Since 1970, the number of farms of 
less than 50 hectares has been reduced from 
140,000 to 
more than 50 hectare
to 15,000. 

There is a trend towards increased large
farming and closure of what may be called 
farms. Improved and larger machinery, such as 
feeding systems and milking robots, has made 
larger farms possible, while it has been difficult to 
render small family farm

Agricultural products constitute 
one tenth of total exports with pork as the most 
important product.

• • • DID YOU KNOW THAT
Danish farms are the home of approximately 12 million 
pigs. The majority of the pigs are kept in Jutland, while 
the remaining number is distributed between Funen, 
Zealand and other islands. • • •

Certified organic farming is a relatively new ph
nomenon in
number of organic farms increased from 523 to 
3,466. Since then, the number of organic farms 
has decreased. However, the organic area has i
creased 48 per cent since 2000.

Danish agriculture is moving towards fewer and 
larger farms. Since 1970, the number of farms of 
less than 50 hectares has been reduced from 
140,000 to 29,000, while the number of farms of 
more than 50 hectare

 

a trend towards increased large
farming and closure of what may be called 

mproved and larger machinery, such as 
feeding systems and milking robots, has made 
larger farms possible, while it has been difficult to 
render small family farm

Agricultural products constitute 
one tenth of total exports with pork as the most 
important product. 

• • • DID YOU KNOW THAT
Danish farms are the home of approximately 12 million 
pigs. The majority of the pigs are kept in Jutland, while 
the remaining number is distributed between Funen, 

land and other islands. • • •

Certified organic farming is a relatively new ph
nomenon in Denmark. From 1990 to 2000, the 
number of organic farms increased from 523 to 

. Since then, the number of organic farms 
creased. However, the organic area has i

per cent since 2000.
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one tenth of total exports with pork as the most 
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Danish agriculture is moving towards fewer and 
larger farms. Since 1970, the number of farms of 
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more than 
one tenth of total exports with pork as the most 
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MANUFACTURING

 

 

Danish industrial enterprises 
DKK 608
110,000 per inhabitant in Denmark. The manufac
turing of food products, bevera
constitutes the largest 
fourth of total industrial turnover.

 

The share of jobs in the manufacturing industry 
has decreased steadily since the mid
1966, 28 per cent of the labour force was e
ployed in the manu
was true of 1
been most dominant in the textile and leather i
dustry and the iron and metal industry. 
same period, 
nomic growth has remained more or less the 
same. 

 
• • • DID YOU
The ten largest enterprises of the manufacturing industry 
account for one
concentrated in a few number of large enterprises eng
ged in, e.g. manufacture of tobacco, dairy products and 
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Danes are injured less often in traffic accidents than previously. 
This is the current trend although the total number of cars on Danish roads 
has grown considerably and we travel longer distances.
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The National Accounts are the accounts for the 
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